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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
SEPTEMBER 23, 2013
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Present at 6:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Gale Hanshaw, Tom 
McGee, Peter Hoyt and Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools. 
I.
CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the School Committee meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance

was led by Ms. Hanshaw.

II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.

III.
PRESENTATIONS

A.
The Chair welcomed members of the South Hampton School Board; Kim Molin, Chair,


Nancy Considine, Barnard School Principal, Ken Darsney and Bob Sullivan, 



Superintendent.  There was a brief question and answer period.


B.
CREST (previously GLEC) Director, Kim Oliveria and Bill Bryant, Director of



Programs were introduced by the Chair.  Ms. Oliveria gave out an Executive


Summary and there was a question and answer period regarding how CREST



helps school districts who need programs that may not be offered in their 



home districts.
IV.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.
Assistant Superintendent



Ms. Farrell explained a Green Communities Act Grant that she will be working


on while she attends the required trainings to recertify as the school district’s



Procurement Officer.  The final training will take place in November.


B.
Director of Assessment and Accountability


Ms. Griffin gave a PowerPoint presentation named “Game Changers”.  The



presentation explained all of the changes to curriculum and testing that are 



going on this year that will affect our students and teaching staff.

C.
Superintendent’s Report



The Superintendent discussed details regarding the PARCC field testing


to take place in the Spring.  She also said that she is beginning



the final year of a three year Superintendent Induction/Mentoring Program.

V.
Communications

Student Advisory Representative, Liam Gallagher, said that SAC has had their first
meeting of the 13-14 school year.  Some students are complaining about the loss of

time that the AHS library is open.  They found it beneficial to go into the library early in the 


morning or after school to study.  He acknowledged that he spoke with Mr. Hamond who

indicated that volunteers for the library have been identified and are receiving training.

2978

Ms. LaValley commented on the success of the Athletic Hall of Honor awards given out

at a recent event and sent congratulations to all of the inductees.

VI.
Items for Approval or Early Consideration

A.
September 3, 2013 Minutes

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to approve the minutes of the

September 3rd meeting of the School Committee.  Unanimous, Yes.

B.
Business


1.
Board Certified Behavioral Analyst (BCBA) Job Description

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Liam Gallagher to approve the above job description.

Unanimous, Yes.



2.
Approval of Chartwell’s One Year Contract Extension




This item was tabled until the next meeting so that Mr. Schwartz




and Ms. Schultz are in attendance.



3.
Approval of School Committee 13-14 Goals




Goal #1


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve Goal #1.  Unanimous, Yes.




Goal #2


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to approve Goal #2.  Unanimous, Yes.




Goal #3


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve Goal #3.  Unanimous, Yes.




Goal #4


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to approve Goal #4.  Unanimous, Yes.



4.
Approval of the Superintendent’s Goals for 13-14


Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Liam Gallagher.  Unanimous, Yes.




The School Committee Goals for 13-14 and the Superintendent’s Goals




for 13-14 will be added to the City/School website.



5.
Vote a Delegate to the MASC/MASS Conference


Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve Mr. McGee as the School

Committee’s Delegate to the November MASC/MASS Conference.  Unanimous, Yes.
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C.
Warrants


Motion by Mr. McGee, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the
warrant dated 9/12/13 in the amount of $15,869.99.  Unanimous, Yes.



Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Mr. McGee to approve the warrant

dated 9/19/13 in the amount of $187,173.32.  Unanimous, Yes.

VII.
Informational Items

1.
Finance/Budget Subcommittee



Ms. LaValley reported that this subcommittee will meet prior to the October


1st School Committee meeting.


2.
Policy Subcommittee



Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee has a meeting scheduled for



Thursday morning and the subcommittee continues to work on J and K policies.


3.
Personnel



Mr. McGee said that this subcommittee met prior to the school committee meeting



and reviewed the Personnel Report.  There is a workshop for this committee



tomorrow afternoon in the Superintendent’s office.
VIII.
Future Meetings and Agenda Items


1.
Special Education Facilitators
 (10/13)



2.
ASPEN/X2 Full Utilization Update (10/13)



3.
District-Wide Technology Overview (10/13)



4.
Academy MOU (10/13)



5.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/6, 7, 8, 9/13)



6.
MASC/MASS Resolutions (10/15/13)



Ms. LaValley requested that an item be added regarding the School Committee 



discussion regarding moving their Tuesday night meetings to a different night effective 


in 2015.  She also requested that the MASC/MASS Resolutions be put on for a vote



at the next School Committee meeting.
 
Motion by Liam Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.,
Unanimous, Yes.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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