AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

August 14, 2014
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Present at 5:00 p.m. were Mayor Ken Gray; Chair, Debra LaValley; Vice Chair,

Tom McGee, Bonnie Schultz, Stanley Schwartz, Peter Hoyt, 

Dr. Michele Robinson; Superintendent of Schools. 
Absent were Christian Scorzoni and Jill Hadwen, SAC Representative

Mayor Gray called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

II.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
            The Chair stated that the committee will meet to discuss:

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, s.21 (a) (2) to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel, being the Superintendent of Schools.


School Committee reconvened at 6:00 pm

Ms. LaValley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Peter Hoyt led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the School Committee Mission Statement.
The Mission reads as follows:

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
III.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELGATIONS
· Prior to calling the meeting to order, Mr. Wilmot, parent and booster representative, stated to the committee that their cheerleading fundraiser was a success.  They will be purchasing new uniforms for the girls with the proceeds.
IV.
ADMINISTRATIVE  REPORTS

Dr. Robinson spoke regarding the following items:
· School and district administrators completed their beginning of the year meetings.  Topics included the next phases of the educator evaluation tool; defining excellent schools; reorganization of the Special Education and mapping out the year.
· Summer School has completed.  We were able to offer Title I summer support.  Challenges included the inability to secure a Speech and Language Therapist for the summer.
· The Board of Trustees for the Amesbury Academy Charter Public School announced the appointment of Eryn Maguire to the position of Principal.

· Our Board Certified Behavioral Analyst (BCBA) was hired as well as other highly qualified faculty and staff members throughout our district.

· Next week is the new teacher/mentor training for all new hires.

· School begins on September 2nd.
V.
COMMUNICATION
· Mr. Hoyt announced that Dr. Robinson would be joining the Jeanne Geiger Board of Directors.
· Mr. Hoyt also spoke of the Amesbury Chamber of Commerce, Amesbury Carriage Museum, and Visitor Center to be located on Water Street in the Lower Mill Yard.  Educators from the APS will be participating in interviews as part of the accreditation process for the museum. 
· Ms. LaValley added that this weekend is the Relay For Life to be held at 
Landry Stadium.

VI.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. 1.
July 1, 2014 Minutes

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Mr. McGee  to approve the regular minutes dated 
July 1, 2014.   Vote: Unanimous, Yes.

B.
Warrant 

1.
 $163,851.29 (6/30/14)
Motion by Mr. McGee, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to accept the Warrant dated June 30, 2014 in the amount of $163,851.29. Vote: Unanimous, Yes.



2.
$389,489.92 (7/24/14)

Motion by Mrs. Schultz, seconded by Mr. McGee to accept the Warrant dated July 24, 2014 in the amount of $389,489.92. Vote: Unanimous, Yes.



3.
$142,521.21 (8/7/14)

Motion by Mrs. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to accept the Warrant dated August 7, 2014 in the amount of $142,521.21. Vote: Unanimous, Yes.
VII.
  INFORMATION ITEMS
A. 
Subcommittee Reports

1. Finance/Budget Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz
Not in attendance – Meeting set for September 2nd prior to School Committee Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
2. Policy Subcommittee – Bonnie Schultz
The subcommittee will be setting a date to meet.
3. Personnel Subcommittee – Thomas McGee
Have not met but will meet soon regarding process to evaluate superintendent.
VIII..
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

Ms. LaValley read the future meeting and agenda items aloud.

1. School Committee Goal Setting (8/25/14)
2. Visit with State Senator (9/14)
3. MCAS/PARCC Vote (9/15/14)
4. Academy MOU (9/14)

5. Whittier Regional Vocational High School (9/15/14) – Mrs. Schultz suggested that we ask to have this visit at Whittier so that the new board members could see it and possibly have a tour. 
6. Bill Scott, Dept. Dir. Office of Community Dev. (9/14)
7. School Calendar 2015/2016 and 2016/2017  (9/14)
8. South Hampton Visit (10/14)
9. Update on Go Math (added by Ms. LaValley)
IX.
PRESS CONFERENCE
  None
Motion by Mrs. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt  to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 
Vote: Unanimous, Yes





Respectfully Submitted,


Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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