








Karin Rowland
How to Approach the Argumentative Essay

1-3 Minutes reading and working the prompt

Read the prompt (directions) and annotate specific student tasks and information hinting at author’s position.

Read the passage(s) and annotate, noting positions the author(s) takes and the kinds of evidence provided.

Give a short paraphrase of the author’s position (what does it say?).  Are there any implied positions that you should consider?

10-15 minutes planning a position 

In what situations is the author’s position true? Underline and pull-out (or underline) a point the author makes.  Give a SPECIFIC example of your own supporting this.

In what situations is the author’s position not true? Underline pull-out (or underline) a point the author makes. Give a SPECIFIC example of your own supporting this.

What position do you agree with the most?  Explain why.  Give one or two other SPECIFIC examples of your own supporting this. 

20 minutes writing the essay

Include at least four paragraphs, with at least two body paragraphs using one or two pieces of supporting evidence, including a tie-in to the author’s position (pull in author’s points). 

3 minutes Proof-reading

Look for missing words and unclear sentences. Consider your logic and if it is well-founded. Elevate language (replace mundane words with more specific vocabulary) and vary syntax (revise at least one sentence for effect if time permits). 

Evidence/Support Brainstorming for Argumentative Exams

Some Acronyms to help you:

GOPHERS (my favorite)

G
government & current events

O 
observation & personal experience

P 
philosophy & psychology

H 
history

E 
entertainment & pop culture

R 
reading

S 
science & technology

TOUGHER

T
technology

O
observation & personal experience

U
universal truths

G
government/current events

H
history

E
entertainment (written & visual)

R
reading

HPLACES

H
history

P
politics

L
literature/reading

A
arts

C
current events/news

E
entertainment/pop culture

S
society/school

