Algebra I Course Syllabus

2014-2015
Teacher Information

Mr. Pardi
E-mail: pardir@luhsd.net
Website: www.libertyunion.schoolwires.net/heritage then search for Pardi under the “teachers” tab

Course Description

Algebra I is a standards based course designed to prepare students with sufficient mathematics background to meet district and state standards in Algebra. This course emphasizes formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for students to take geometry and other advanced college prep math courses. Students will communicate mathematical thinking verbally and in written form and apply concepts of mathematics to real-world situations. Students will receive instruction in curriculum and strategies as preparation for standardized tests.

1. Understand the structure of the real number system as a basis for algebraic skills to be developed.

2. Use a full range of problem solving skills and processes within an algebraic context.

3. Develop an ability to discern mathematical relationships to reason logically and to use math techniques effectively.

4. Develop an attitude of curiosity along with an ability to probe, experiment, make conjectures, and persevere in order to solve challenging, abstract and real world problems.

5. Receive instruction in curriculum and strategies as preparation for standardized tests.

Requirements for Passing the Course

· Have a passing grade of 60% or above

· In order to be sure that this occurs, it is very important that all students keep up with the classwork and homework. These assignments are given to help the student practice the material we have learned to be prepared for the assessments. 
Grading Policy

Classwork/Homework 
20%

Chapter Tests/Quizzes 
60%
Final Exam


20%

Extra Help

· I am available every morning before school at 7:50 am for any extra help. 

· Peer tutors (I can provide you with a list of names and numbers for tutors that the math department has organized. These tutors charge $10/hr)
· HELP program (this is a homework help program that the school puts on after school Mon-Thurs from 3:15 to 4:45 for all subject areas)
Required Materials

· 3-ring binder- used only for Algebra

· binder paper

· 5 dividers

· Warm-Ups

· Handouts (ie course syllabus, bathroom passes, etc)

· Notes

· Homework/Classwork
· Quizzes

· Sharpened Pencils- work will only be accepted in pencil

· Graph paper

· EXPO marker (any dry erase marker)

Classroom Policies

· Be on time

· Be prepared (binder, paper, pencils, assignments, textbook, etc.)

· Be respectful

All rules and regulations set forth in the student handbook including, but not limited to, are enforced: No cell phones, mp3 players, or other electronic devices. If I see them, I take them, so be sure to put all unauthorized electronic devices away before entering the classroom.

Classroom Procedures

Homework

· Must be completed in pencil and have the proper heading (see below)

   Last, First Name

   Algebra I

   Period

   Date
       Assignment


· Each homework assignment is worth 5 points, unless otherwise specified. 5 points will be given for turning the completed assignment in on time. It is important that you correct any mistakes made on homework assignments.  
· All late work, with the exception of excused absences, can earn no more than half credit. Once a chapter test has been given, late work for that chapter will not be accepted.
Tests/Quizzes

· Quizzes will be given on a weekly basis. It will cover material learned that week. You may use notes on quizzes.

· Tests will be given at the conclusion of each chapter. Review sheets will be given prior to each test. No notes may be used on tests.

· Test corrections will be allowed following the grading of the chapter assessment. These corrections are done on designated days and times before or after school. They may make up any problem missed for half of the credit they lost. They may only participate in test corrections if they have completed the review that was assigned prior to taking the test.

Binders

Binders must be kept in order on a regular basis. Binders will be collected periodically and at least one class period notice will be given to prepare for this.

Absences

· You have as many class periods as you were absent to make up any missing work. After that, you will be deducted points.

· Missed assignments and notes can be found in the absent basket in classroom. They are also posted on my website until the conclusion of that chapter.

Daily Routine

· Warm-up 
· Homework questions
· Notes
· Activity/
· Quick review and last minute questions
Communication

Please check my website to get information regarding the class. Posted in there will be notes, assignments, review sheets, upcoming test dates, etc. The best way to communicate with me is via email. I send out email updates such as grades or other remarks concerning the class. Please include your email address below to be added to this list.
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Student

I have read and I understand the above requirements and promise to abide by the class policies. I take full responsibility for my active participation, completion of classwork, completion of homework, and positive classroom behavior. I will seek out help from my teacher or school resources if I do not understand and need additional instruction.

Student Signature ____________________________________________________ Date ______________

Print Name _________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian

My student has read and does understand the above course requirements and class policies. He/she promises to take full responsibility for their active participation, completion of classwork, completion of homework, and positive classroom behavior. He/she will seek out help from Mr. Pardi or other school resources if he/she does not understand and need additional instruction. In addition, if I have any questions or concern regarding my student’s performance I will contact Mr. Pardi to discuss methods of improvement.

Parent Signature _____________________________________________________ Date ______________

Print Name _________________________________________________________

Print Email Address __________________________________________________

If an email address is provided I can send out progress updates and important information such as upcoming tests, etc.
