Greek Society

Back ground:

· Fist democracy = Ancient Greek civilization began about 2000 BC

· Populations of people were divided into small City States which each had their own government.

· The polis/city state was divided into 2 levels

· The Top/Higher level was for the Gods & temples

· The Lower level was for the everyday citizen

· Government evolved in Greece starting with a Monarchy (rule by a King) into an Aristocracy (ruled by noble class land owners) and then a Democracy (ruled by the people) 

· 1 reason for the change was technology in military

· Weapons became more affordable made out of iron.

· The defense of the city-state was in the hands of ordinary citizens

· This reduced class differences and extended political right to more 









citizens








Adult male residents age 30 +






NO: Women, Slaves, or Foreign residents = 1/10 

City State Examples

Sparta: Soldiers

Located in a near island of Greece

They became a military state

Boys were trained into excellent soldiers - Girls were to produce strong healthy sons

The government included two Kings, a council, and assembly 



Elders advised the king




Made of all citizens, 

              Approved major decisions,

              & elected five officials who

              Ran day to day life

Athens: Democracy

Northeast of Sparta was Athens

Known as the most powerful 

city-state

Under aristocracy Athenian wealth and power grew. But ordinary people became upset. 

They demanded more rights.  

Many farmers sold themselves & families into slavery in order to pay of debts.

To prevent a revolution reforms were put into place.

Gave assembly more responsibility

Solon’s Reforms

Outlawed debt slavery and freed slaves

Opened offices to more citizens

Loosened restrictions on citizenship

Cleisthenes

Set up a council of 500 men chosen by lot

The council prepared laws and debated laws

Greek Society

Golden age of Greece = Age of Pericles

Athenians took part in direct democracy

At least 6,000 members had to be present at the assembly to decide issues

Public officials and jurors were paid allowing poor men to serve

Competition between Sparta and Athens led to the Peloponnesian War

The war lasted 27 years and involved all of Greece

Athens was captured by Sparta

Greek Philosophers

Greeks honored their gods with temples and festivals

Many consulted oracles, priests or priestesses for advice

Some Greek thinkers believed in natural laws and not that the universe was regulated by the Gods

Rome’s Republic

Background:

Unlike Greece that was divided into valley Italy was easier to unify

Romans adapted many parts of Greek civilization


Greek art, literature, philosophy, and scientific expansion was absorbed into Roman society

Romans established a new government, a Republic 






Government power rests with the citizens







“Thing of the People”

People:

Two groups

Patricians

Rich land owners

Formed the ruling class

Were able to become members of the Senate

Or elected as one of the two Consuls

Plebeians

Common people were less wealthy

Small farmer, merchants, landowners

Most of Rome’s Population

They wanted political equality 

In 471 BC a popular assembly was formed

In 450 Rome’s first code of law was created

The 12 tables were written down.

Citizens now new what laws were and could protest 

Government

System of Check and Balances

2 branches 

                  Executive

2 Senate members elected as Consul:

Directed government

Supervised business

Commanded Rome’s Armies

Could veto each other

Serve only one term


Praetors: applied law to citizens

                  Legislative

Included the Senate and Assembly

Senate

Aristocratic = noble class/ wealthy

300-600 patricians served for life


Could be expelled by the consuls

Controlled finances, foreign affairs, 

Debated/proposed laws, and advised the Consuls

Assembly

Most democratic

Made of all citizens/plebeians

Able to chose their own officials = tribunes

Tribunes protected citizen’s lives and property

