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THE EWING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 

FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT
JOHN F. GUSZ BUILDING

Valerie Chernish, Ext. 7105
220 Ewingville Road, Ewing NJ  08638

vchernish@ewingboe.org 
Phone 609-538-9800    Fax 609-883-3505


www.ewing.k12.nj.us 
Dear Parent or Guardian,

The purpose of this letter is to make you aware of the computerized meal system used in the cafeterias at the Ewing Public Schools.  Every student already has an account set up in this system.  All students, whether they receive free or reduced-price meals or pay full price for their meals, are able to take advantage of the system as follows:  

At the elementary level, the school will hold student ID cards to give them to students each day to use on the cafeteria line. The dollar value of their meals (breakfast or lunch) or other purchases will be deducted when your child uses their card. At the middle school and high school, students will use their student ID number at the pin pad for all purchases.

***NEW 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR*** 
MEAL PRICES ARE DEPENDENT ON THE DETERMINATION OF A CURRENT MEAL APPLICATION. 
WE RECOMMEND THAT ALL FAMILIES FILL OUT A MEAL APPLICATION, UNLESS YOU HAVE ALREADY BEEN NOTIFIED THAT YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN ARE DIRECT CERTIFIED.  

(This is especially important for incoming Kindergarteners and new students.)
APPLICATIONS CAN BE FILLED OUT ONLINE AT WWW.PAYSCHOOLSCENTRAL.COM (PREFERRED METHOD), OR YOU MAY PRINT AN APPLICATION POSTED ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE FOOD SERVICES TAB, AND RETURN THE APPLICATION TO FOOD SERVICE AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE.

Only one application needs to be completed per family. If your child is approved for free or reduced-price meals, all children in the household are FREE OR REDUCED for this school year.  Their meal status will be recorded in the system.  This system is very confidential.  Applications must be submitted before the opening of school, or at the latest Friday, October 4, 2024.  Students who were free or reduced the previous school year, and parents who have not filled out a new application for free or reduced meals for the 2024-2025 school year will be classified as full price for meals beginning Friday, October 18, 2024.
If your child or children pays full price for meals, you may place money on account to be used for meals/snacks:

· Online at http://www.payschoolscentral.com (See below for more detailed information). 

· Money order or check mailed to the Food Service Office at: 220 Ewingville Road, Ewing NJ 08628.
· A Cafeteria Account Form can be completed and sent with your student to the school with your payment in a clearly marked, sealed envelope. Please make checks payable to the Ewing Twp. Food Service Department and include your child’s name and school in the memo line. There will be a bounced check fee of $25 charged for checks returned from the bank for insufficient funds. Prior to the opening of school, money (cash or check) may be placed on account at the Food Service Office at the address above.

Payschoolscentral.com is our online meal account management system for parents/guardians.  You may transfer funds from your checking account or pay using a credit card.  Also with this service, you may check your child’s account balance, set up email alerts and auto-replenish your child’s account.  You may set up online accounts for your children with their student ID numbers (Parents may call Food Service at 609-538-9800 ext.7106 for this ID number) and a credit card or checking account number.  There is a fee associated with making online payments: $1.95 per transaction for all checking account transfers or credit card payments of less than $50. The fee for credit card payments of $50 or more will be 4.75 percent.   There is no charge for checking student balances and receiving email alerts.

Please note that this is not a credit system.  Students will be permitted to use their accounts to borrow for a meal if they forget their lunch or have no money. The money must be repaid within ten (10) school days, parents/guardians are notified by email, letter or SchoolMessenger.  It is important that email addresses are updated in student records and phone numbers are accurate in Genesis.  The charge parameters are detailed in the charge notification letter and on the district website www.ewing.k12.nj.us under Food Services. 

If you have any questions about this system or our school meals program, you may call or email the Food Service office at (609) 538-9800 ext. 7106 or (foodservice@ewingboe.org).  We look forward to providing healthy meals for your students.

Sincerely,

Valerie Chernish

Food Service Director
2024-2025 Cafeteria Prices

	Description
	Breakfast
	Lunch
	Milk
	Snacks/Drinks

	Elementary Schools
	$2.00
	$3.15
	$0.65
	$0.70 - $1.50

	Middle School
	$2.05
	$3.30
	$0.65
	$0.70 - $1.50

	High School
	$2.10
	$3.40
	$0.65
	$0.70 - $2.00

	Adult Meals
	$2.55
	$4.05
	$0.65
	$0.70 - $2.00

	Reduced Price (All Schools)
	$0.35
	$0.45
	-
	-
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