Upper Merion High School Octagon Club 2008-2009


It’s another busy year ahead of the Octagon Club, the community service club at the high school.  Throughout the year we participate in many activities whether it’s an AIDS Walk or caroling for Manor Care nursing home.  We get involved with the recreations department at the township building and also the Optimist Club of Valley Forge.  Also, during the school year we have meetings once a week and usually all of our activities take place on the weekends.  Below are short descriptions of some of the activities we do.  Hope you are interested!!!  

FAMILY HOUSE:  Family House is a shelter in Norristown with women who have abused drugs and their children.  We usually go during the holidays, so this activity takes place more than once throughout the year. This is one of the clubs favorites because we make them breakfast and do crafts with the children.  Both women and children are so appreciative and love when we come to visit!

AIDS WALK:  Each year in October, Philadelphia has an AIDS Walk down by the Art Museum of Philadelphia.  We walk up Kelly Drive, over Falls Bridge, and back up Martin Luther King Drive.  It is a 12K walk…about eight miles.  Last year our club raised about $700 for the cause!!!  It is a great time for service and having fun!!

MANOR CARE CAROLING:  During the year, we visit Manor Care of King of Prussia and carol for the elders.  Sometimes we go during Christmas and other times we go during March.  Some students even bring their instruments to play along while some sing.

RELAY FOR LIFE:  This is an activity that our club loves to participate in.  It is an event to raise money for cancer.  It takes place around our track and we sleep over night, taking turns walking for the cause.  

HIGHWAY CLEANUP: Last year was our first year helping the Valley Forge Optimist cleanup a section of Valley Forge Road.  They had such a system going that we finished in no time and it was a lot of fun!!

PHILLY CARES DAY:  Each year Philadelphia brings volunteers together to paint and plant.  Some clubs are assigned to painting in the schools, while others plant gardens at the schools.  It is great to see all the clubs gather first because everyone there is there to help out the Philadelphia community!

These are our main activities during the year, but we have a couple others in between.  Our club is always positive and tries to help out in anyway.  It is going to be another successful year!!

If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to e-mail:

Miss Egan: Club Advisor
eegan@umasd.org

