Bloomsburg Area School District 

Board of School Directors 

Regular Monthly Meeting 
Monday, 19 September 2011   
7:00 p.m. 

District Office Board Room 
MINUTES

Attendance

The regular monthly meeting of the Bloomsburg Area School District Board of Directors was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 19 September 2011, in the district office board room, followed by the pledge to the flag.  Directors in attendance were:  Mrs. Bonnie Crawford, Mrs. Bonnie Fiedler, Mr. Brent Hock, Mr. Justin Hummel, Mr. David Klingerman Jr., Ms. Cristina Mathews, Dr. Francis Peters (arrived at 7:25 p.m.), and Mr. Thomas Tobin.  Mrs. Sandra Rupp was absent and excused from the meeting.  
Bloomsburg Area School District administrators in attendance were:  Dr. Cosmas Curry and Mr. Michael Upton.    
Others present were:  Ms. Jean Crane, Mr. Dennis Delorso, Ms. Marianne Fogelsanger, Mr. Todd Foust, Ms. Stacy T. Frye, Mr. Colton Hock, Ms. Stephanie Kessler, Mr. Michael Lester, Mr. Christopher Purcell, Ms. Suzanne Purcell, Ms. Jeanie Rabinowitz, Ms. Denise Stone, Ms. Penny Swain, Mrs. Pam Szilagyi, Ms. Dianne Warren, Ms. Alyssa Welch, Mr. Gregg Writh, and Ms. Kathy Zimmerman.  
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS & PERSONS WISHING TO SPEAK 
At this time, Ms. Jeanie Rabinowitz addressed the board with concerns about students potentially going to school during Fair Week (26-30 September 2011) since the fair had been cancelled.  She said that her students have college visits scheduled during that week and asked if they would be penalized for taking time off from school to go on those visits.  Dr. Curry responded that her children would not be penalized for this, and that the absences would count as excused absences.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Fiedler moved to approve the minutes of 15 August 2011 regular monthly meeting and the 6 September 2011 special meeting and work session.  Mr. Hock seconded this motion and it then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Approval of Financial Reports 
Mr. Hock made the motion to approve the financial reports for August 2011, and Mr. Hummel seconded this motion.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Bills Payable 

Ms. Mathews made the motion to approve the bills payable for 16 August 2011 – 19 September 2011, ranging from check #00030643 – check #00030835, including wire transfers totaling $184,427.52, in the amount of $819,037.34.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Fiedler.  

Dr. Peters arrived at this point in the meeting.  

A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of Bills Payable for the Capital Reserve Fund 
Mr. Tobin made the motion, which Mrs. Fiedler seconded, to approve the bills payable for the Capital Reserve Fund for 16 August 2011 – 19 September 2011, being check #00001683, totaling $110,785.88.  The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
Approval of Bills Payable for the Capital Project Fund 
Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Tobin, to approve the bills payable for the Capital Project Fund for 16 August 2011 – 19 September 2011, being check #00010519, totaling $19,669.89.  The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Curry reported that the cohort graduation rate for 2010-2011 was 86.55%, up slightly from the 2009-2010 rate, which was 85.47%.  
He also reported that the middle school cafeteria windows would be replaced over fair week, if school was not in session, or over weekends in October.  

Dr. Curry then gave a summary of the damage incurred by the district due to the recent flooding.  He started off by expressing his gratitude to all the students, staff, board members, and community members who helped during the flooding. He reported that the district office basement had flooded and that some records, technology, and copy paper had been destroyed.  He went on to say that the high school auditorium had been disinfected, and that the air quality and structural integrity of the middle and high schools had been tested, and that the results showed the building was safe for students and staff.  Dr. Curry said that all the elementary schools were fine and that the middle school pool’s filter was again running.  He reported that the district had a $500,000 insurance policy on the high school and a $500,000 insurance policy on the middle school, and that the cost to repair both buildings will likely exceed the insurance amount.  
At the end of Dr. Curry’s report, Mr. Klingerman thanked Dr. Curry, Mr. Upton, and the administrative team for all their hard work during the flood.  

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 

Colton Hock reported that Homecoming was being held on October 7 & 8, and that the Homecoming game would be played at Bloomsburg University, with the Panthers playing the Southern Columbia Tigers.  He asked that any board members wishing to participate in the parade let him know, and also that if anyone had a convertible they wished to drive in the parade they make him aware of that, as well.  
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business to come before the board at this time.  
NEW BUSINESS 
Acceptance of Donations 
Mr. Tobin made the motion, which was seconded by Mrs. Fiedler, to accept the anonymous donation of a CD burner to Memorial Elementary School.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Mr. Tobin moved to accept a donation in the amount of $25,000 from the Allegis Group of Hanover, Maryland, to be used to help the district’s athletic program.  Ms. Mathews seconded this motion, and it passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Policy 916 – First Reading 
Mr. Hock made the motion, which Mrs. Fiedler seconded, to approve on first reading and schedule for adoption at the 17 October 2011 meeting Policy 916: School Volunteers.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Policy 202 – First Reading 

Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Hock, to approve on first reading and schedule for adoption at the 17 October 2011 meeting Policy 202: Eligibility of Nonresident Students.  
Mr. Klingerman stated that he was not in favor of amending this policy.  If approved, the policy would remove the $3,000/school year tuition rate for Kindergarten students so that Kindergarten students would need to pay the same tuition rate as elementary students in grades one through five.  Mr. Klingerman said that if the district charged more for Kindergarten tuition, it would likely no longer have tuition students coming to the district for Kindergarten.  He said that this being the case, the district would not receive any tuition for Kindergarten students, but that if it kept the $3,000/year tuition rate, it would still entice several tuition students per year.  Mr. Tobin said he would be in favor of raising the annual Kindergarten tuition rate to $5,000.  Mr. Hock said he believed the district should charge the full elementary tuition rate for Kindergarten students because adding more students to a Kindergarten class impacts the quality of education for Bloomsburg Area School District resident students.  Mrs. Fiedler said she agreed with Mr. Hock.  

After discussion, the motion passed by a voice vote of six yes votes to two no votes (being Mr. Klingerman and Mr. Tobin).  

Approval of Contract with Bloomsburg University for Fall Sports 
Mr. Tobin made the motion, which Mr. Hock seconded, to approve the contract with Bloomsburg University for fall sports, as presented.  

Ms. Mathews asked if the contract should be amended to state that the district would not pay more than $10,000 to Bloomsburg University for the fall season.  She pointed out that the contract presently stated that the district would pay a flat fee of $10,000 to use Bloomsburg University’s athletic facilities for the Fall 2011 season.  Mr. Klingerman replied that the district should be thankful that BU was extending this opportunity to them, and that it should not ask BU to change the verbiage in the contract.  Dr. Curry said the district needs to make a decision on the contract quickly and not wait until the next board meeting.  Mr. Hummel said he wanted to note that in an emergency situation, Bloomsburg Area School District and Bloomsburg University were able to work together to coordinate their fall schedules in a very prompt manner, so there is no reason the two couldn’t work together on a regular basis.  
After discussion, the motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Homebound Instruction Request 
Mrs. Fiedler moved to approve a request for homebound instruction for a Bloomsburg High School student, retroactive to 25 August 2011 and lasting for a period of at least 20 school days.  Dr. Peters seconded this motion, and it then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Amending School Calendar Via Contractual MOU with BAEA 
Mr. Tobin made the motion to approve amending the 2011-2012 district calendar as presented, via a contractual Memorandum of Understanding with the Bloomsburg Area Education Association.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion and it went on to pass by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Temporary Policy Waiver 
Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which was seconded by Dr. Peters, to approve a Policy 434 (Section .5) Temporary Waiver, as requested by the Bloomsburg Area Education Association.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

PERSONNEL 
Approval of Professional Day-to-Day Substitutes 
Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which was seconded by Mrs. Crawford, to approve Sam Bidleman (retroactive to 22 August 2011), Virginia Bidleman (retroactive to 22 August 2011), and Eric Hoopengardner (effective 20 September 2011) as professional day-to-day substitutes.  

Ms. Mathews then moved to amend the original motion to remove Eric Hoopengardner from the list of professional day-to-day substitutes to be approved, as he had not included an essay in his PA Standard Teaching Application.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, and it passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
The original motion, amended to remove Eric Hoopengardner, passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Paraprofessional Transfer 
Mr. Tobin moved to approve transferring Julia Lehman from the position of 4.5-hour-per-day Personal Care Aide at Bloomsburg Middle School to the position of Full-Time Classroom Aide at W.W. Evans Elementary School, effective 20 September 2011.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion and it then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Substitute Bus Driver 
Mr. Hock made the motion, which was seconded by Mrs. Fiedler, to approve Gary Elliott as a substitute bus driver for FishingCreek Transportation for the remainder of the 2011-2012 school year.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Elementary Speech Therapist 
Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Hummel, to approve Alyssa Welch as an Elementary Speech Therapist, at Step 1 Masters and an annual pro-rated salary of $37,303.00, and with benefits as per the negotiated contract, effective 20 September 2011.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Athletic Coach 
Ms. Mathews made the motion, which was seconded Dr. Peters, to approve John Wittman as the Junior Varsity Girls’ Basketball coach for the 2011-2012 season, at Step 1 and a stipend of $1,507.00.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

INFORMATION 

It was announced that the following items would appear on the next work session agenda:  Paraprofessional Job Descriptions, Panther Foundation, School Leader Conference at Hershey from 18-21 October 2011, and Surveillance System.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

It was announced that the next work session was scheduled for Monday, 3 October 2011, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at W.W. Evans Elementary School, and that the next regular monthly meeting was scheduled for Monday, 17 October 2011, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the district office board room.  

ADJOURNMENT 

At 8:44 p.m., Mrs. Fiedler made the motion to adjourn the public meeting and move into executive session to discuss negotiations.  Ms. Mathews seconded this motion.  The motion passed by a voice vote of seven yes votes to one no vote (being Mr. Tobin).  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
An executive session was held from 8:44 – 9:27 p.m. for the purpose of discussing negotiations.  The executive session ended at 9:27 p.m., after a motion by Mr. Tobin, a second by Mr. Hummel, and a unanimous voice vote.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stephanie Kessler 

Recording Secretary 

