Bloomsburg Area School District 
Board of Directors’ Regular Monthly Meeting 
Monday, 21 May 2007      

7:00 p.m. 
Bloomsburg Middle School Library   

MINUTES

Attendance

The regular monthly meeting of the Bloomsburg Area School District Board Directors was called to order at 7:01 p.m. on Monday, 21 May 2007 in the Bloomsburg Middle School library, followed by the pledge to the flag.  Directors in attendance were:  Mrs. Bonnie Fiedler, Mr. David Kuczynski, Dr. John Riley, Mr. Thomas Tobin, Mr. Richard Vanderpool, and Mr. Charles Williams.  Mr. William Hudock, Mr. David Klingerman, and Mrs. Susan Martz were absent from the meeting.  
Bloomsburg Area School District administrators in attendance were:  Mr. Joseph Kelly and Mr. Michael Upton.    
Others present were:  Ms. Amanda Brooking, Ms. Jill Earlson-Calhoun, Ms. Luann Gilliard, Ms. Christina Grendzinski, Ms. Casey Hess, Ms. Denise Hess, Ms. Stephanie Kessler, Mr. Mike Lester, Ms. Melissa Matthews, Ms. Brittany Plastow, Ms. Connie Plastow, Ms. Tina Schultz, Mr. Mark Wardrop, Ms. Rachel Wardrop, Ms. Ruth Wardrop, Mr. Rand Whipple, Ms. Gail Worthington, and Ms. Jody Worthington.  About 25 members of the public were in attendance.  
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS & PERSONS WISHING TO SPEAK 
The following individuals addressed the board speaking out in favor of opening the position of Girls’ Head Basketball Coach:  Ms. Jill Earlson-Calhoun, Mr. Steve Schultz, Ms. Gail Worthington, and Ms. Ruth Wardrop.  
Mr. Rand Whipple addressed the board to speak on the topic of the learning environment.  
Ms. Luann Gilliard spoke in support of Mr. Whipple.  

Ms. Melissa Matthews addressed the board to say that she would like student evaluations to be done at the end of each school year.  These surveys should at least be given to seniors, she said, and should assess the school district’s effectiveness in each student’s school experience.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The motion was made by Mr. Tobin and seconded by Mrs. Fiedler to approve the minutes of the 16 April 2007 regular board meeting, the 7 May 2007 special board meeting, and the 7 May 2007 work session as presented.  An affirmative voice vote was taken.  
FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Approval of Financial Reports 
Mr. Williams made the motion to approve the financial reports for May 2007 and Mrs. Fiedler seconded that motion.  The motion passed by an affirmative voice vote.  
Approval of Bills Payable 

Mr. Williams made the motion to approve the bills payable for 21 May 2007, totaling $1,132,339.68, and Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion.  The motion to approve the bills as presented passed by an affirmative roll call vote.  
Approval of Bills Payable for the Capital Reserve Fund 

Mr. Williams made the motion to approve the bills payable for the Capital Reserve Fund for 21 May 2007, totaling $31,576.80, and Mr. Kuczynski seconded this motion.  The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.   
REPORTS 
Student Representative Report 

As the student representative to the board was absent, there was no Student Representative Report given.  

Superintendent’s Report 

Mr. Kelly reported that only nine of the 501 school districts in Pennsylvania had approved Act 1.  He said he had contacted the Columbia County Election Bureau regarding the five seats opening on the school board later this year and was told that the write-in results were not yet available.  
Mr. Kelly reported back to the board to let them know students in grades six through nine are learning about personal financial skills, such as keeping a checking account.  

Lastly, Mr. Kelly told the board about House Bill 258, which would mandate that schools would have to start after Labor Day.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Approval of the Proposed Final Budget for 2007-2008 
Mr. Kuczynski made the motion to approve the proposed final budget for 2007-2008, and Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion.  
Mr. Tobin asked if it would be possible to make changes to the budget after the evening’s vote, and Mr. Upton answered that yes, changes could be made to it until the final vote takes place on June 18.  Mr. Tobin said that if there’s a way to make the tax increase lower, he thinks the board should really try to do this.  Mr. Kelly said that because high school renovation bids came in lower than expected, the district could consider adding such renovation projects as the high school gym, district storage facility, and stadium.  
Mr. Kelly pointed out that presently, the School Resource Officer’s salary of $30,000-$32,000 was not included in the 2007-2008 budget because grant money was not available.  
After discussion, the motion to approve the proposed final budget for the 2007-2008 academic year passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Acceptance of Asbestos Abatement Bid  

Mr. Williams made the motion, which was seconded by Mrs. Fiedler, to approve the low bid of Datom Products, Inc. of Dunmore, Pennsylvania for the Bloomsburg High School asbestos abatement project during June and/or July 2007.  The motion then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

PERSONNEL 

Mr. Vanderpool made the motion to move all personnel business before new business and Mr. Tobin seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of Summer Swim Personnel 

Mr. Vanderpool moved to approve the following as athletic coaches for the summer 2007 swim program:  

· Mike Campbell – Head Swim Team Coach, $3,000.00 

· Aly Henrie – Assistant Swim Team Coach, $1,350.00 

· Melissa Weber – Assistant Swim Team Coach, $900.00 

· Casey Hackett – Diving Coach, $1,000.00 

· Mike Campbell – Swim Lessons Director, $10.50/hour 

· Aly Henrie – Swim Lessons Assistant Director, $8.50/hour 

· Melissa Weber – Swim Lessons Assistant Director, $8.50/hour 

Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Mr. Tobin moved to approve the following individuals as swimming instructors for the summer 2007 swim program, at a rate of $6.50/hour through 30 June 2007 and then $7.15/hour effective 1 July 2007:  

· Laura Baughman 

· Emily Calhoun 

· Seth Chamberlain 

· Ali Fornwald 

· Amanda Frazier 

· Ian Hicks 

· Nick Hunt 

· April LaBelle 

· Chad Lee 

· Morgan Lee 

· Kaitlin Maize 

· Caitlyn McCann 

· Nikki Schena 

· Shelby Schena 

· Krista Shifflet 

· Alek Szilagyi 

· Vanessa Szilagyi 

· Mike Wallace 

· Maxx Wrobel 

Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
Approval of Head Girls’ Basketball Coach 

Mr. Williams made the motion to reapprove Stefanie Kline as the Head Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2007-2008 season, at Step 3, at a salary of $2,736.00, and Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion.  

Mr. Williams moved to amend the motion to include Seventh Grade Girls’ Basketball, as well, and Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Mr. Vanderpool thanked the parents who came to address the board and voice their concerns over reapproving Ms. Kline to this position.  Mr. Williams referred to the student athletic surveys that students had completed during the spring of 2007 and said that the results of the High School Girls’ Basketball Team surveys really stuck out as being very negative.  Mr. Kelly said that he stood by the recommendation to reappoint Ms. Kline to this coaching position for the next school year.  Mrs. Fiedler said she was surprised it took two years for Mr. Perkins and Mr. Bonomo to realize there was a problem.  
After discussion, a roll call vote was taken, with one yes vote and five no votes (being Mrs. Fiedler, Mr. Kuczynski, Mr. Tobin, Mr. Vanderpool, and Mr. Williams).  The motion failed.  

Approval of Professional Substitutes 

Mr. Tobin moved to approve the following individuals as professional substitutes:  Chelsea Barnes, Daniel Beyer, Kristen Eck, and Michelle Hintz.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Health Aide for W.W. Evans Elementary School
Mr. Tobin moved to hire Ashley M. Ebright of Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania as a Health Aide for W.W. Evans Elementary School, effective 22 May 2007, at a rate of $9.00/hour, with benefits as per the negotiated contract.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Retention of School District Solicitor 

Mr. Tobin moved to reappoint the law firm of Derr, Pursel, Luschas, and Norton as the school district’s solicitor for a one-year term beginning 1 July 2007, with a retainer fee of $1,100.00 and at a rate of $125.00/hour.  Mr. Williams seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Appointment of School Board Treasurer 

Mr. Vanderpool nominated Mrs. Fiedler to fill the position of Bloomsburg Area School District board treasurer for a one-year term beginning 1 July 2007, and Mr. Tobin seconded this motion.  Mr. Vanderpool made the motion to close nominations and Mr. Tobin seconded this motion.  By voice vote, the board then unanimously reappointed Mrs. Fiedler as the board treasurer for a one-year term beginning 1 July 2007.  

Change in Status of Professional Substitute 

Mr. Tobin made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Kuczynski, to change the status of Julie Seaman from a day-to-day professional substitute to a long-term professional substitute at Beaver-Main Elementary School, at a rate of $75.00/day, retroactive to 2 January 2007.  A unanimous voice vote was then taken and the motion passed.  

Approval of Bloomsburg Memorial Elementary School Principal
Mr. Tobin moved to approve Ryan Moran of Clarksburg, Maryland as the Principal of Bloomsburg Memorial Elementary School, effective on or about 26 July 2007, at an annual pro-rated salary of $72,500.00 with benefits as per the Act 93 Agreement.  Mr. Williams seconded this motion.  

Mr. Vanderpool told the board that he would be voting in the negative, not because he was discounting Mr. Moran’s credentials/qualifications, but because he did not agree with the salary.  

A roll call vote was then taken, with five yes votes and one no vote (being Mr. Vanderpool).  The motion passed.  
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of High School Renovation Project Bids 
Mr. Tobin made the motion to approve PlanCon F and to accept the low-bid contracts for the Bloomsburg High School renovations as presented.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion.  
Mark Barnhart and Todd Vukmanic of EI Associates presented information on the bids, which came in at a total of $7,737,851.00 for construction costs.  Mr. Vanderpool said that because the bids came in lower than anticipated, the board could again look at replacing seats in the high school auditorium.  Mr. Vukmanic said that it should take about two weeks to get permits and then contracts could be signed.  He said that work trailers might arrive in mid-June 2007 and that the project should be completed in August 2008.  
After discussion, the motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Approval of Cooperative Sports Sponsorship for Swimming & Diving with Southern Columbia Area School District 
Mrs. Fiedler made the motion, which Mr. Williams seconded, to approve a Cooperative Sports Sponsorship for Swimming & Diving between Bloomsburg Area School District and Southern Columbia Area School District, according to Article III, Section 10 of the PIAA by-laws, effective for the 2007-2008 school year.  

Mr. Williams asked if it would be possible to incorporate pool maintenance costs into the fee Southern Columbia Area School District would be paying for its students to participate in Bloomsburg Area School District’s Swimming and Diving program.  Mr. Kelly said it would be possible to incorporate the cost of the pool chemicals into the equation.  

The motion then passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

Approval of BASD Participation in Summer Youth Employment and Training Program for 2007
Mr. Kuczynski made the motion to approve Bloomsburg Area School District participation in the Summer Youth Employment and Training Program for 2007.  Mrs. Fiedler then seconded this motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
Approval of Trash Hauling Bid 
Mr. Tobin moved to award the solid waste disposal contract for Beaver-Main Elementary School, W.W. Evans Elementary School, Bloomsburg Memorial Elementary School, Bloomsburg Middle School, Bloomsburg High School, and the district office to Evans Disposal LLC, at a cost of $11,000.00, for the 2007-2008 school year.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded this motion, which then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Approval of Special Education Plan, Pupil Personnel Procedures & Descriptions, Approval of Title I, Approval of Title IIA, Approval of Title V, & Approval of Safe and Drug-Free Schools
Mr. Tobin made the motion to combine the following motions:  Approve the Special Education Plan in accordance with the Pennsylvania Department of Education regulations, as presented to the Bloomsburg Area School District Board of Directors on 7 May 2007; Approve the Pupil Personnel Procedures & Descriptions in accordance with the Pennsylvania Department of Education regulations, as presented to the Bloomsburg Area School District Board of Directors on 7 May 2007; Approve Bloomsburg Area School District’s participation in the Title I program and accept funds in the approximate amount of $341,140.00; Approve Bloomsburg Area School District’s participation in the Title IIA program for the 2007-2008 school year and accept funds in the approximate amount of $100,980.00; Approve Bloomsburg Area School District’s participation in the Title V program and accept funds in the approximate amount of $3,000.00; and to submit an application for Safe and Drug-Free Schools funds and accept the allocation of said funds in the approximate amount of $9,000.00.  Mrs. Fiedler seconded the motion to combine the aforementioned motions, and this motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  The motion made by Mr. Tobin and seconded by Mrs. Fiedler to approve these items was approved by a unanimous voice vote, as well.  
Approval of Purchasing New English and Reading Textbooks for 2007-2008 Academic Year 
Mrs. Fiedler moved to approve the purchasing of new English and reading textbooks for the 2007-2008 academic year, and Mr. Tobin seconded this motion.  The motion then passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Acceptance of Donations 
Mr. Tobin made the motion to accept the following two donations to Bloomsburg Area School District:  $25.00 from the Beaver-Main Elementary School Parent Co-op to donate a book to the school library in honor of Wayne Beaver, and $10.00 from Bob Cromley to purchase one of Elizabeth Levy’s books for the Memorial Elementary School library in honor of the IST students.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
INFORMATION
The following items are to appear on the 4 June 2007 work session agenda:  Columbia-Montour AVTS Refinancing, High School Renovation/Financing – Mr. Brad Remig, Budget, TSA Competition, Supplemental Positions Update.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next work session is scheduled for Monday, 4 June 2007, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Bloomsburg Middle School library.  

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, 18 June 2007, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Bloomsburg Middle School library.  

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

An executive session was held from 9:38 – 10:25 p.m. for the purpose of discussing personnel matters.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Stephanie Kessler 

Assistant Board Secretary 

