English 9 Syllabus

Miss Ickes
tickes@custerschools.org
School 406-856-4117

Course Description
This course is designed to help you enhance your language arts skills. You may read various literary genres, including short stories, poems, dramas, and novels from assorted literature, and will be asked to analyze and articulate your reaction to those works. Writing skills will be taught through grammar, vocabulary, and spelling.  Speaking skills will be developed through class participation and formal presentations.
Course Objectives: Become the best communicator you can be!
You will be able to:

I. Read selected texts and recall, explain, recognize, categorize, and evaluate those texts

II. Write about selected texts and themes applying vocabulary, spelling, research, and grammar skills

III. Demonstrate reading and writing skills learned both in individual work and work with groups

IV. Prepare and express ideas through oral/digital presentation and discussion
V. Use critical thinking skills to enhance your reading comprehension

Course Outline

This is a basic outline of what will be covered in class this year. It is not set in stone. Please contact me prior to the beginning of a unit if you or your parents feel you are not ready for the material you may encounter in any of the texts so that I can prepare an alternative lesson.
I. Short Stories—assorted selections from the literature book; commonlit.com
II. Novels—To Kill a Mockingbird; The Pearl; Night; Soldier Boy; Monster
III. Mythology— Edith Hamilton’s Mythology; The Odyssey
IV. Drama—Romeo and Juliet
V. Grammar and Vocabulary; IXL.com
VI. Writing—Composition and Research (APA style); Adding sufficient detail and development will be a focus

Grading Scale



A
91-100


B
81-90

C
74-80

D
67-73

F
00-66

I
Incomplete

Extra Credit

Extra credit may be available on tests and quizzes or written into an assignment or project. It will NOT be available individually or by request.
SB99 Notification 

ELA 7-12

School and Classroom Libraries

SB99 has a widespread impact because of the broad definitions that it uses in defining human sexuality instruction. Please read the full notice regarding your rights sent out by the school district and act accordingly.

This particular notice applies specifically to required literature in 7-12 ELA courses and free choice school library/classroom library books.

Required Classroom Literature

Please review the literature list provided on the syllabus and reach out to me to discuss any classroom literature you feel your student should not read. We can discuss your specific concerns and talk about alternatives. Much of our English Language Arts literature list now falls under these broad definitions of "Intimate Relationships."  As a result, literature such as Romeo & Juliet, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Great Gatsby, and Greek and Roman Mythology (just to name a few) may have content that some parents feel their child isn't ready for so we need to notify ahead of time.  

While I am not intending to specifically instruct students in regards to human sexuality, nearly all literature contains/portrays human relationships, ie: marriage, dating, kissing, talking about or engaging in sex, sexual abuse, pregnant characters, etc.; thus, classroom discussion will likely include some of these topics.

Our district's policy, even prior to SB99, is that parents can review our book/movie lists and request an alternative as needed. Please let me know in advance if you have concerns. 

Free Choice Library Literature

Also please be aware that the school library and classroom libraries may contain literature that falls under the broad definition of human sexuality instruction. Again, these novels are not intended to specifically instruct students in regards to human sexuality, but may be construed as doing so. These novels are likely to contain more mature/graphic content than classroom literature, including sexual activity, gender identity/sexual orientation, abuse, pregnancy, abortion, etc. They may also include more graphic or frequent offensive language, violence, etc.  

No student is required to read books from the school or classroom libraries, but they may be required to have a reading novel for free time in classes. Please discuss your family parameters for appropriate free choice reading content and work with your student to select appropriate literature for that instance which he/she can bring to school from home.
Quarter Grades


Reading: 25%


Writing: 25%


Speaking/Listening: 25%


Language: 25% (grammar/vocab)


Semester Grades


	Quarter A: 50%


	Quarter B: 50% (includes semester final)








**Students should keep this information in their class notebooks for further reference.**


