
[image: image1.jpg]




OVERVIEW

The McKinney-Vento Act defines and protects the rights of students in transition to enroll in, attend, and succeed in our public schools. Chattooga County Schools was approved by the State Board of Education for a three year grant cycle of the Education of Homeless Children and Youth grant in 2007-2008 for an award amount of $49,943. Chattooga County Schools finished the second year of the grant cycle for the 2008-2009 school year on September 30, 2009 for an award amount of $28,466. The Evaluation summarizes the assistance provided during the 2008-2009 second year grant cycle. The 2009-2010 grant continuation activities for $70,000 were based on the evaluation and student needs.  
DEFINITION

The McKinney-Vento Act provides educational services to any pre-school or school-aged student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term transient includes:
· Children and youth who are sharing the housing of other people due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason—“doubled up”

· Children and youth who are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camp grounds due to the lack of alternative housing

· Living in emergency shelters or transitional shelters

· Abandoned in hospitals

· Awaiting foster care placement—temporary (approximately one year or less)
· Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings

· Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings

· Migratory children described in the above situations
· Unaccompanied youth are youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
EVALUATION
Tutoring services in Chattooga County Schools increased from three to five schools proving to be the most successful activity shown by the improvement in student report cards and Graduation Test achievement. Of the 32 transient students receiving tutoring, 93.8% showed an increase in at least one letter grade quarterly. At the high school, 24 transient students out of 26 total passed the Graduation Test in Math and Language Arts and 29 transient students out of 35 total passed the Graduation Test in Writing. 

Professional counseling continues to be a successful activity from the 2007-2008 year with Dr. Jennings. While the overall budget was cut in half, Dr. Jennings still met with 26 transient students at all seven schools. The administrators and counselors marked professional counseling as the number one need in the county on a feedback questionnaire. 
Transportation assistance was not as successful as planned because we did not have many families turn in the required mileage reimbursement or Chattooga Transit form. Only four transient students received assistance, but the service was offered to approximately ten students. 
Scheduling of staff development in the schools was a challenge this year. One Liaison for seven schools, found it difficult to schedule all seven schools at the beginning of the year when the information and referral process are most relevant. 
Identification of transient students was described as the greatest barrier in the original grant. In 2008-2009 we identified 322 transient students through a Student Residency Questionnaire and referrals followed by contacting identified families on the phone and/or with a letter and brochure. Staff Awareness and Education posed a second barrier. The Liaison discussed in-depth, or gave a brief update of McKinney-Vento, to approximately 600 school staff, community members, and parents at meetings. Community Awareness increased identification of transient students through a series of newspaper articles aimed to educate the community on homeless situations, the definition of homeless, available services, and contact information. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

· National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth– www.naehcy.org
· Georgia Department of Education– www.gadoe.org
· National Center on Homeless– www.serve.org/nche
· National Law Center for Homelessness & Poverty– www.nichp.org
· National Network for Youth– www.nn4youth.org
· Horizons for Homeless Children– www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org
· Chattooga County identified 322 transient students in 2008-2009. Chattooga County served an additional 7 transient students identified in August/September 2009 through the 2008-2009 McKinney-Vento grant cycle. 

· Approximately 250 school staff have been trained on McKinney-Vento by the Homeless Liaison at meetings and trainings. (Administrators, Principals, Assistant Principals, Counselors, Graduation Coaches, Teachers, Para-professionals, Registrars, and Bus Drivers)

· Approximately 60 community agency members have been trained in-depth on McKinney-Vento by the Homeless Liaison at meetings and trainings. (Family Connection Collaborative, DFCS Staff Training)

· Approximately 600 school staff, community members, students, and parents have been present at meetings where McKinney-Vento has been discussed in-depth or a brief update/overview. 

· Approximately 8,000 Summerville News papers typically sold weekly in the county, with nearly 9,200 households in Chattooga County. The paper has printed 5 awareness/educational articles on McKinney-Vento. 

· Twenty-six transient students out of 322 total transient students are seen by Dr. Jerry Jennings from Innovative Counseling Solutions at seven schools.

· Dr. Jennings has spent 102.5 hours with our transient students through individual or group counseling.

TUTORING
· 32 transient students out of 322 total transient students receive tutoring assistance at five of the seven schools. (This is 9.9%)
· From the letter grades recorded in Excel, our school found that 93.8% of students receiving tutoring assistance increased at least one letter grade quarterly (primarily in Math, Language Arts, and Reading or in the area being tutored).
ASSISTANCE

· 22 transient students received field trip assistance. (1 in 2009-2010 year)
· 73 transient students received school supplies/hygiene products. (3 SS & 5 HS in 2009-2010 year) 
· 4 transient students received supplemental transportation services. Coordination with the Transportation Department allowed 2-3 Unaccompanied Youth to ride the bus even though their address changed sometimes daily.  
· 5 transient students received Camp Goodtimes assistance. 
· 1 transient student received a copy of a birth certificate. (In 2009-2010 year)
COUNSELING SERVICES
· 148 transient students were served consistently by School Counselors.

· 41 transient students received group therapy through Kids Matter.
· 26 transient students received individual counseling through Dr. Jennings at all seven schools. 

· 3 transient students received group therapy through Extended Family for Kids.
OTHER
· 102 transient students had over 15 absences in a semester. (This is 31.7%)
· 56 transient students withdrew during the year. (This is 17.4%)

a. 16 transient students transferred within district schools. (This is 28.6% of withdrawn students)

TESTING SCORES
· 131 transient students out of 173 total transient students that took the CRCT met or exceeded the standard in Reading. 75.7 %
· 122 transient students out of 173 total transient students that took the CRCT met or exceeded the standard in Language Arts. 70.5 %
· 93 transient students out of 173 total transient students that took the CRCT met or exceeded the standard in Math. 53.8%
· 24 transient students out of 26 total transient students passed the Graduation Test in Math. 92.3%
· 24 transient students out of 26 total transient students passed the Graduation Test in Language Arts. 92.3%
· 29 transient students out of 35 total transient students passed the Graduation Test in Writing. 82.9%
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· These two charts illustrate the living situations of the Chattooga County transient population. 
To Whom It May Concern,


I was identified an unaccompanied youth or homeless my sophomore/junior year at Chattooga High School. I went from one friend’s house to another. I was very ashamed of not being able to support myself, so I walked the streets or slept in the park. 

Before I knew of the McKinney-Vento Act, I didn't know what I was going to do for food, supplies, and field trip money or things of that nature. I tried my hardest to manage by myself because I was prideful. Having so much stress, I watched as my grades went lower and lower, my absences were on the rise, and the stress was getting to be too much. 

I was helped in so many ways by the McKinney-Vento Act. I got to attend some amazing field trips I would never have been able to afford. I had no money to get food after I left school. I couldn’t afford my cap and gown. The Act got me those things. I was constantly moving from place to place so I would call the Bus Barn and tell them where I was (that night), and I could still ride the bus. The Act is very important because without it I know I would never have made it through high school and not be in college at all.


I filed my FAFSA and put I was identified homeless by my school. Now I have the maximum FAFSA award of $5250 which paid for many of my classes and allowed me a fresh start in a new town. I now live in Dallas, Texas. I have a very nice apartment to come home to every night. I have my own bed, dresser, and tomorrow will get my own television! I don't have to worry if I'll get food which makes me grateful. I have full confidence that I will become a successful performer and economist. I thank God, Himself, that there was a program that could help a once homeless student become anything he could ever dream up.

