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 Registration Handbook 
	Hamilton High School Graduation requirements and course offerings

	Subject Area
	Req.

credit
	Courses                 *indicates teacher/ counselor signature is required

	· English
	40
	English 9                                                           

English 10                                                         

English 11                                                         Composition* _________________________ 
	English 12

AP English Language* __________________

AP English Literature*_________________

ELD (English Language Development)                                                      

	· Math
	30
	Integrated Math 1
Integrated Math 2

Integrated Math 2B                                           

Integrated Math 3
	Trigonometry/ Pre-Calculus (semesters)

AP Calculus*_______________________

AP Statistics*______________________



	· Science
	30
	Earth Science (physical)                                  

Introduction to Agriculture (life)                   
Biology (life)                  

Ag Biology (life)                                                   

Anatomy (life)
	Animal Science (life)
Plant Science (life)
Chemistry (physical)

Physics (physical)

Environmental Horticulture (life)

	· Social Studies


	30
	World History                                                  

U.S. History 
	AP U.S. History

Government/Economics (semesters)

	· Physical Education
	30
	PE                                                                           
10th-12th grade alternative: earn 5 credits per sport, 10 credits maximum per year

	· Career Technical Education

	10
	Introduction to Agriculture                            

Ag Biology                       

Introduction to Agriculture Mechanics             

Multi-Media*_______________________                                                        
	Careers with Children            
Ag Mechanics 

Environmental Horticulture 

Ag Business
Digital Photography

	· Fine Art
	10
	Art Foundations
Art Explorations*______________________                      

Floral Design
	Studio Art & Culture 

Band 
Drama

	· Foreign Language
	10
	Spanish 1 

Spanish 2 (beginning course for native Spanish speakers)
	Spanish 3

AP Spanish Language
*Foreign language requirement may be met through passing a competency test

	· 9th: Intro to High School
	10
	Health 1, Keyboarding, Study Skills, Driver’s Education


	· 10th:  State Requirements
	10
	Career Life Planning, Computer Technology, Health 2, Geography/Test Prep

	· Elective 

Any course can fulfill elective credit once subject requirement is met.
	50
	English  Support                                            

Math  Support
CSU, Chico (High School Scholars  Program) * ______
	Butte College course* (Concurrent form required) ___________________________________________ 

Teacher’s Aide* _______________________ 

         Teacher pref: *___________________

          

	TOTAL
	260
	Hamilton graduation requirements & college admission reqs differ. See counselor for specifics.  


Updated: August 4, 2021
Senior Project completion including:

1. Project Proposal 

2. Mentor Request Letter

3. Project Paper 
4. Presentation (7-10 minutes in length)

5. Career Portfolio including

a. Sample Job application

b. Current Resume

c. Generic Cover Letter

d. Two Letters of Recommendation (one in-school, one outside school source)

e. Awards, certificates, outstanding samples of work, etc.

	Hamilton High School   A-G Courselist for UC and CSU admission

	

	a-History / Social Science - 2 years required 

	US History

World History 

AP US HISTORY

Government



	 

	b-English - 4 years required. 

	English 9

Composition and Literature

English 10 

AP English Language

English 11 

AP English Literature 

English 12 



	 

	c-Mathematics - 3 years required, 4 years recommended 

	Integrated Math 1
AP Calculus AB
Integrated Math 2
Algebra 1

Integrated Math 3
Geometry

Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus

Algebra 2

AP Statistics


	 

	d-Laboratory Science - 2 years required, 3 years recommended
1 year Life lab science, 1 year Physical lab science 

	Life Lab sciences

Physical Lab sciences

Anatomy and Physiology

Chemistry

Biology 

Physics 

AP Biology 

Agricultural Biology
AgriScience Systems Mgmt.



	 

	e-Language Other than English - 2 years required, 3 years recommended 

	Spanish I 

Bilingual Spanish I 

Spanish II

Bilingual Spanish II

Spanish III

AP Spanish Language


	 



	f-Visual & Performing Arts - 1 year required 

	Freehand Drawing 

Band 

Art History 

Drama 

Floral Design
Advanced Drawing and Painting

ROP Digital Photography

Art Explorations


	 

	g-Elective - 1 year required 

	Economics

Plant Science 

Agriculture Science 2

Speech/Communications 

Animal Science

Environmental Horticulture Science

Forensic Science
Agricultural Business
Intro. to Psychology

Film Appreciation

*UCCP Bottom of Form




ENGLISH 

English 9


The course offers the opportunity to become familiar with their own and other cultures through great works of literature and to discuss and reflect on shared values and problems of the human condition.  The effort to make this opportunity available to students regardless of their ability is unique and in keeping with the California State Adopted Standards.  While improving their reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, students will find the content of the course challenging and interesting, as they find a reason for using their improving skills in expressing ideas that are important to them. 

English 10

Grade: 10

Pre-requisite: English 9

English 10 content is an extension of English 9; materials differ, but philosophy and methods are based on the same standards of curriculum.  This course focuses on literary analysis, writing, and reading actively.  

Composition & Literature
Grade: 10

Pre-requisite:  B or better in English 9 and teacher recommendation.

Students will read widely both classical and contemporary literature and non-fiction and can expect to write a variety of essays varying in length and rhetorical complexity.  Each essay should demonstrate the student writer’s understanding of rhetorical, historical, economic, cultural and philosophical ideas examined.

English 11

Grade: 11

Pre-requisite:  English 10
Students analyze the significant events and figures in American and United States history and study associated literature to gain an understanding of their American heritage.  In addition, students study and practice language conventions to produce appropriate and reflective written and spoken work demonstrating their understanding of the course content.

English 12
Grade:12

Pre-requisite:  English 11


Senior English is a one-year classical and contemporary writing course designed to offer students the opportunity to establish fluency and control over their critical reading and academic writing skills.  Students will be introduced to the critical reading of university level texts and academic standards for writing.  

Advanced Placement (AP) English Language:

Grade: 11

Pre-Requisite: B or better in English 10 and teacher recommendation.
This course explores the relationship between what the author says and how they are trying to say it.  The literary component of the course incorporates a range of genres, including nonfiction, fiction, drama and poetry, as well as the study and analysis of both style and rhetoric.  In terms of style, the students will explore how elements of language such as tone, diction, and syntax influence the overall meaning.  In terms of rhetoric, students will examine various aspects of writers’ credibility, irony, and overall use of logic to explore how effectively an author presents her/his position.   

Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature:

Grade: 12
Pre-Requisite: B or better in English 11/AP Language and teacher recommendation.
In this course, students will acquire the reading and critical thinking skills necessary for understanding challenging new material, analyzing that material to deduce meaning, and applying what they have learn to the world.  Students will read and analyze classic works of literature and look at modern and contemporary works as they examine all genres: plays, short stories, poetry, essays, and novels. 

Note: AP exams are given in May for college level courses taken at high school or equivalent preparation in 35 field subjects.  College credit and grades can be earned.  This is at the discretion of the college or university.

English Language Development (E.L.D.):

Students of all nationalities who are perfecting their English Skills take this course.  This course fulfills the English requirements for graduation up to a maximum of twenty units.  Students will be concurrently enrolled in ELD and English classes during their senior year.

MATHEMATICS

Integrated Mathematics 1 
Co-requisite: Integrated Math lab (Credit/No-credit)

Integrated Math 1 is the first course in a series of three that provides introduction, practice and development of integrated mathematics covering the following conceptual categories of mathematics:  number & quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, statistics & probability and modeling.  
Students should expect to experience a number of instructional strategies including but not limited to: teacher directed instruction, interactive instruction such as cooperative groups, indirect instruction which will require reading and writing for learning, independent study for skills practice and review, and experiential learning with simulations or experimental data including the integrated use of technology.

Integrated Math 2
Grade: 10

Pre-requisite: Int. Math 1

Integrated Math 2 is the second course in a series that continues the development of integrated mathematics covering the following conceptual categories of mathematics:  number & quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, statistics & probability and modeling.  
Students should expect to experience a number of instructional strategies including but not limited to: teacher directed instruction, interactive instruction such as cooperative groups, indirect instruction which will require reading and writing for learning, independent study for skills practice and review, and experiential learning with simulations or experimental data including the integrated use of technology.

Integrated Math 2B:  

Grade: 10-11

Pre-requisite: Int. Math 2

Integrated 2B is an optional third course in a series that continues the development of integrated mathematics covering the following conceptual categories of mathematics:  number & quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, statistics & probability and modeling.  These conceptual categories will be understood in terms of specific domains within each category. According to the Common Core State Standards Appendix A, the focus of Integrated 2, and hence the continuum of that course in 2B is on quadratic expressions, equations, and functions; comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and exponential relationships from Integrated 1 as organized into 6 critical areas, or units. The need for extending the set of rational numbers arises and real and complex numbers are introduced so that all quadratic equations can be solved. The link between probability and data is explored through conditional probability and counting methods, including their use in making and evaluating decisions. The study of similarity leads to an understanding of right triangle trigonometry and connects to quadratics through Pythagorean relationships. Circles, with their quadratic algebraic representations, round out the course. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.

Integrated Math 3

Grade: 11

Pre-Requisite: Int. Math 2 or Int. Math 2B.
Integrated Math 3 is the final course in a series that strengthens the development of integrated mathematics covering the following conceptual categories of mathematics:  number & quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, statistics & probability and modeling.  
Students should expect to experience a number of instructional strategies including but not limited to: teacher directed instruction, interactive instruction such as cooperative groups, indirect instruction which will require reading and writing for learning, independent study for skills practice and review, and experiential learning with simulations or experimental data including the integrated use of technology.

Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry
Grade: 11-12
Pre-Requisite: Int. Math 3
This course is the fourth year course in the study of mathematics at Hamilton High School.  It expands upon content and concepts from algebra II and geometry.  Major topics of study include trigonometry, vectors, limits, polar coordinates, parametric equations, and matrices.  Additional in-depth study of exponential and algorithmic functions, complex number system, probability, and statistics is also part of this course. 

Advanced Placement Calculus: (offered alternating years with AP Stats)

Grade: 12
Pre-Requisite: B or better in Int. Math 3 and teacher recommendation.
In this course, students will learn to represent functions in a variety of ways: graphical, numerical, analytical and verbal.  They will learn the meaning of the derivative in terms of a rate of change and local approximation and the integral both as a limit of Riemann sums and as the net accumulation of change.  Students will understand the Fundamental Theorem of calculus as the relationship between the derivative and the definite integral and will solve a variety of problems that apply the core concepts of calculus. 

Advanced Placement Statistics (offered alternating years with AP Calculus)
Grade: 12
Pre-Requisite: B or better in Int. Math 3 and teacher recommendation.
The purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  Students are exposed to data analysis, study planning, pattern recognition, and statistical inference.
SCIENCE

*Refer to Agriculture section for description of Ag courses that meet Science credit.  
Earth Science

Earth Science is a one-year general science course, which covers a wide variety of topics including plate tectonics, dynamic Earth process, Solar System, Meteorology, Geology and Oceanography.  Students develop a foundation of science knowledge and skills, which prepares them for upper level science courses

Biology

Grade: 9-10
Pre-Requisite: Earth Science, or 8th grade teacher recommendation or science placement test score
Biology is the study of life’s processes and the interrelationships of all living things.  Subjects ranging from genetics to cells and ecology will be covered through the regular teaching practices combined with lab work, dissection and projects.

Chemistry

Grade: 10-11
Pre-Requisite: Biology
Students learn about the properties of atoms, molecular and structural formulas, how compounds form, properties of acids and bases, nuclear energy and some biochemistry.
Anatomy
Grade: 11-12
Pre-Requisite: Biology & Chemistry. 

recommend Physics  or  teacher recommendation.
This class is a junior, senior elective where students study the structure and function of the human body. It begins with the physical basis of life and proceeds through metabolic processes and finally the students learn the names of the bones and muscles, and the functions of the major body systems.

Physics

Grade: 11-12
Pre-Requisite: Biology or  teacher recommendation.
This is an introductory Physics course considered to be a college preparatory course.  The class presents work in the following areas, motion, forces, thermodynamics, waves, electricity and magnetism.  This is a lab class and labs are being conducted throughout all of the previous topics

AP Biology (offered with enough enrollment) 

This course is a college level Biology course with extensive coverage of complicated topics.  Students will begin with the Biochemistry of molecules and cells. Then they will cover photosynthesis and respiration; an extensive unit will follow this on molecular genetics and inheritance patterns.  Evolution and the study of organisms of the 6 classification Kingdoms will follow with anatomy, physiology and ecology finishing out the year.   Throughout the year there are laboratory experiments, which help students to better understand the subjects by performing the activities. At the conclusion of the year students will take the AP Test offered by the College Board to determine if the Student will receive college credit for the course.

Social Studies
World History, Culture and Geography: The Modern World

Grade: 10

Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the Renaissance through to the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars.  They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations.  They extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world.  Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts.  Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of perspectives.

U.S. History

Grade: 11

Students analyze the significant events and figures in American history and study associated literature to gain an understanding of their American heritage.  In addition, students’ study and practice research to produce appropriate and reflective written and spoken work demonstrating their understanding of U.S. History course content.

Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. History (offered with enough enrollment)
Grade: 11-12

Pre-Requisite: B or better in World History or  teacher recommendation.
This course is a survey of American History from the age of exploration and discovery to the present.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and historiography.  

Government/ Economics (semesters)

Grade: 12

A social studies requirement, this class will offer a detailed study of American government.  This study will include historical foundations, rights and responsibilities of citizenship, political parties, the electoral system, legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government, economic and social policies, state and local government, comparative political systems, and US foreign policy.

Economics is a one-semester course required for a graduation from HUHS.  Macro and micro-economic topics are covered in order to provide students with a deeper understanding of economic problems and issues facing all citizens.

Career Technical Education (CTE)
CAREER PATHWAYS

Health Science & Medical Terminology
Course sequence: Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy and Medical Terminology


Ag Manufacturing
Course sequence:  Intro.to Ag Mech., Ag Mechanics, Advanced Ag Mechanics, 
Ag Sciences

Course sequence:  Intro. to Ag., Ag Biology,  Plant Science, Floral Design
Careers with Children
Grade: 11-12

This course allows students an opportunity to develop, prepare, implement and evaluate curricular experiences, which foster creativity, as well as aesthetic and multicultural sensitivity in young children.  Course content includes rationale for encouraging development of creativity and multicultural sensitivity, preparation of an E.C.E. environment, which promotes creative expression, developmentally appropriate curriculum planning, and specific skills and techniques for encouraging creativity in a variety of curricular areas.

Sports Medicine:

Grade: 11-12

Learn the basic skills and fundamental procedures that will prevent injuries and increase athletic performance, including nutritional guidelines, protective sports equipment, psychological aspects of competition, and training and conditioning.

Course topics include:  Orientation and evaluation, Roles and responsibilities, Basic anatomy and physiology, Assessment of vital signs, Immediate and temporary care, Nutrition, Exercise physiology, rehabilitative exercise, Cardiovascular training, Therapeutic modalities, Facility management, Ankle, foot and lower leg injuries, Knee and thigh injuries, Wrist and hand injuries elbow and shoulder; head, neck and back injuries, Employment literacy, Personal skills related to employment, Interpersonal skills and group dynamics, Thinking and problem solving skills, Communication skills. 
Upon successful completion students will:  Integrate Academic and Technical Skills, Practice Problem Solving and Critical Thinking Skills, Communicate and Collaborate with Diverse Audiences, Demonstrate Creativity and Innovation, Act as Responsible, Ethical Citizens, Develop Personal, Educational and Career Goals

Teacher’s Aide (T.A.)

Grade: 12

Pre-requisite:  3.0 GPA and teacher recommendation

A limited number of opportunities are available in classrooms for students to work with and assist high school faculty members in specialized teaching areas.  Applications for these positions are to be made with your counselor and require the principal’s written approval to the counselor.  

Student Aide – Office

Grade: 12

Pre-requisite:  3.0 GPA and teacher recommendation

Students will work in the school office for one period.  Instructions will be given in regard to attitudes and procedures necessary to perform the duties of the job.  This is a work experience type opportunity.  The tasks are varied and provide experience for a typical position.
AGRICULTURE 
Introduction to Agriculture (Science or CTE)

Grade: 9
The goal of this course is to give students the opportunity to explore agriscience and develop a foundation in agriculture.  Topics to be studied include opportunities in the FFA, California agriculture, animal production, and record keeping.  Furthermore, students are required to participate in at least two FFA activities per semester, which may include leadership training experiences offered by the FFA. 

Agriculture Biology (Science or CTE)
Grade: 10
Pre-requisite or Co-requisite:  Intro. to Ag
The goal of this course is to give university bound students the opportunity to explore agriscience in an accelerated and academically challenging atmosphere.  Topics to be studied include cell structure, plant science, soil science, animal and human physiology and anatomy, food science, proper laboratory procedures, and career opportunities within agriculture.  In addition to the course work and assigned laboratory exercises, students will be required to complete homework and projects outside of the classroom.  Furthermore, students are required to participate in at least two FFA activities per semester, which may include leadership training experiences offered by the FFA.  This course satisfies the University of California laboratory science requirement for admission.

Environmental Horticulture  (Science or CTE)

Grade: 11-12
Pre-requisite:  Ag Biology
Environmental Horticulture is designed to give students skills in the areas of nursery management, landscaping, plant reproduction, plant physiology, pest management and plant identification.  Class activities will include greenhouse production in the fall and spring. Leadership development, business management, and employability skills will be included.  This class is also articulated with Butte College.

Agribusiness (CTE or Elective)

Grade: 11-12

Pre-requisite:  

This course is designed for advanced study of agriculture business opportunities and economics for students with an interest in agriculture by incorporating agriculture into the principles of economics, business management, employability, and marketability of agricultural products.  This course will help students understand and apply basic economic principles as they relate to individual consumers, production agriculture, and agribusiness management.  Life skills such as resumes, job applications, interview skills, accounting, and college and scholarship applications will be included.  This class is also articulated with Butte College.


Ag Careers (CTE or Elective)

Grade: 12

Pre-requisite:  3.0 GPA and teacher recommendation

The goal of this course is to give students the opportunity to explore a career in agriculture.  Students enrolled in this class must have an agriculture work experience or ownership project.  Furthermore, students are required to participate in at least two FFA activities per semester, which may include leadership training experiences offered by the FFA.  Students will need to keep accurate records of time worked, maintain an FFA record book, and report to their advisor during the designated meetings.

Plant and Soil Science (Science or CTE)  (offered with enough enrollment)
Plant and Soil Science is a one-year, laboratory science course, designed for the college-bound student with career interests in agriculture.  Using agriculture as the learning vehicle, the course emphasizes the principles, central concepts and inter-relationships among the following topics:  the molecular and cellular aspects of plants, the anatomy of plants, soils, water and nutrients, plant genetics, taxonomy of modern agricultural plants, ecological relationships among plants and soils, animals, humans and the environment, soil structures, classifications and survey, water conservation, drainage and irrigation, issues, environmental concerns to plants and soils, and pest management.  The course is centered on an extensive laboratory component in order to connect the big ideas of science with agricultural application, earth and physical science principles, and other curricular areas, including written and oral reporting skills.  As with all agriculture courses, career development, FFA leadership, supervised agricultural experience programs and record books will be emphasized.  This course meets the physical science requirement for graduation.  This course satisfies a “G” component for UC/CSU Admissions.
Introduction to Ag Mechanics
Grade: 9
Pre-requisite:  N/A
This introductory mechanics course provides students with a basic overview of safety, maintenance, and construction involving sheet metal, welding,  woodworking, plumbing, electricity, and small gas engines. The course will balance classroom instruction with hands-on application of theories and concepts. Students will use hand tools and power machinery to complete both required and individual projects. Emphasis will be on developing a broad base of skills for the industry. An introduction to the FFA and related Career Development Events will also be included.
Ag Mechanics
Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite:  Intro. to Ag Mechanics
The Agricultural Mechanics Pathway prepares students for careers related to the construction, operation, and maintenance of equipment used by the agriculture industry. Topics include technology, physical science principles, construction, mechanics, and welding. Students will also be introduced to surveying principles, electrical wiring, hydraulic technology, farm power, and equipment operation. 

Advanced Ag Mechanics 
Grade: 12

Pre-requisite: Ag Mechanics and teacher recommendation

The Agricultural Mechanics Pathway prepares students for careers related to the construction, operation, and maintenance of equipment used by the agriculture industry. Topics include technology, physical science principles, construction, mechanics, and welding. Students will also be introduced to surveying principles, electrical wiring, hydraulic technology, farm power, and equipment operation.  This class is articulated with Butte College and will receive Weld 20 credit.  Students will also earn forklift safety operation certificates.

Animal Science ( (Science or CTE)

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite:  

This course focuses on the major areas of animal science, production animal agriculture, and  basic scientific principles including the scientific method. The processes that are involved in animal physiology, breeding, nutrition, and care in preparation for an animal science career major. Topics include animal breeds, animal diseases, animal nutrition, animal science issues, career opportunities, and animal evaluation.  Classroom and laboratory activities are supplemented through supervised agricultural experiences and leadership programs and activities in the FFA.  This class is also articulated through Butte College.

The Art and History of Floral Design (Fine Art or CTE)

Grade: 11-12
Pre-requisite:  

This course is designed to allow students to apply an artistic approach to floral design. Students will explore elements and principles of design, two or three dimensional designs, history of floral art, arrangements, styles and techniques, season, holiday and occasional designs. Students will achieve this through creating, designing, identifying, explaining and evaluating all topics of study.

Ag Leadership
Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite: FFA Officer or leadership experience  
This yearlong course is designed to engage students in experiential activities which further their personal development and premier leadership skills. The curriculum consists of integrated performance activities that will assist in the development of critical thinking, extemporaneous speaking, conflict resolution, consensus-building and group communication abilities. Written and oral skill development will be emphasized through individual and collaborative projects. Students will also be required to participate in FFA or ASB activities outside of class time.

BUSINESS

ROP Multi-media (Yearbook)
Grade: 11-12
Pre-requisite:  3.0 GPA and teacher recommendation

Students develop the yearbook and its cover using Photoshop and digital cameras.  Students are expected to photograph sports, clubs, rallies, classrooms and other school activities during and outside of regular school hours.  Most students are chosen from the Web Design/Multimedia course, where skills for the yearbook are developed. 

Digital Photography (CTE or Fine Art)
Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite:
Photograph, as a nonverbal language, allows students to increase their visual perception and provides a medium for creative expression.  The history of photography will be evaluated in the context of historical, social, cultural and artistic developments.  Students learn to understand the artistic qualities of the photographic medium while acquiring the techniques for utilizing photography for expressive purposes.  Instruction includes studio and field techniques, photojournalism, fashion photography, and commercial, portrait, scientific nature, wildlife and sports photography.  In producing their own works and by studying the photographs of others, students will develop a base for making informed aesthetic judgments. 

FINE ARTS

Art Foundations
Grade: 9
Pre-requisite:  N/A
Would you like to know more about art? Would you like to know how to pick out colors that look good together, make the most eye-catching posters, or learn to draw things that look like they are 3-D? Art Foundations is the class for you.

Art Foundations is a survey class, which means you will learn a little bit about a lot of ways to make art. We will explore drawing, collage, sculpture, painting, and more so you can find the kind of art that excites you. 

Art Explorations
Grade: 10-11
Pre-requisite:  C or better in Art Foundations, or Instructor permission
Art Explorations is a class for people who love art and want to dive deep into discovering their own artistic voice and style. As a class, we will choose two new media to learn (past classes have chosen things like carved sculpture, acrylic painting, bookmaking, and block printing.) The year will be a journey through your head and heart as we discover what looks good to you and what gets you in the feels while building technical skill. By the end of the course, you will have the skills to professionally create, display, sell, and talk about art in your own unique style. 

Folk Art and Fairytales
Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite: Teacher recommendation

Do you love to make crafts? Do you enjoy stories full of heroes, adventure, danger, and magic? This class might be for you. 

In Folk Art and Fairytales, we will explore cultures from around the world by reading their legends and creating their traditional crafts. Examples of things we might do include weaving, making puppets, Chinese calligraphy and watercolor, embroidery, making gingerbread houses, and drawing Celtic knots.

Band 
Grade: 9-12
Pre-requisite: 
Band is a non-auditioned course designed for all students.  Instruction in instrumental technique, ensemble playing and basic theory will be provided.   Students will participate in performances for the school and community, are expected to practice assigned music in order to achieve competency, and will develop an understanding of basic music theory through exercises, lectures and demonstrations.  Students will also be provided with an opportunity to learn the skills necessary to perform on pitch, rhythm, and with expression, to enhance their sensitivity to the elements and principles of music, develop a vocabulary appropriate for music and understand the written symbols of music. 

The Art and History of Floral Design (Fine Art or CTE)

Grade: 11-12
Pre-requisite:  

This course is designed to allow students to apply anartistic approach to floral design. Students will explore elements and principles of design, two or three dimensional designs, history of floral art, arrangements, styles and techniques, season, holiday and occasional designs. Students will achieve this through creating, designing, identifying, explaining and evaluating all topics of study.

Physical Education
Physical Education

Grade: 9-12

Pre-requisite:  

Physical Education incorporates both the National and California standards with the indigenous makeup of the community.  Students will experience a wide variety of lifetime activities designed to enhance their movement skills and movement knowledge, their self-image and personal development, and their social development.  Using a variety of learning and teaching strategies, students will apply the principles of movement to accomplish all the tasks.  Strategies will include the practice phase, the peer instruction phase, the self-teaching phase and performance.  Students will understand and develop techniques to help each other and demonstrate specific positive/corrective feedback so individuals can achieve excellence.  

Weight Training

Grade: 10-12

Pre-requisite: teacher recommendation

Weight Training is a class that allows students to learn and apply weight training principles with an individualized approach. Students will learn to design and implement a weight training program tailored to their own fitness goals. The students will be able to assess their weight training plan from a biomechanical stand point.  After completing the orientation sessions, students will need to complete 3   workouts a week.  
Introduction to Dance: (PE or Fine Art)

Grade: 10-12

Pre-requisite:  teacher recommendation

This course will provide the student with the fundamentals necessary for beginner/intermediate dance skills. This course will develop student appreciation of dance as an art form and lifetime activity.  Designed to familiarize students with technique, the student will also study vocabulary, different forms of dance, anatomy of dance and the history pertaining to the world of dance. Students will develop kinesthetic awareness, movement memory, creative abilities and aesthetic appreciation of various dance forms. The enhancement and the development and maintenance of physical fitness, self-confidence, self-discipline and independence with the body by providing informal showings during class are the goals that are expected to be achieved. Each student should leave this class having been encouraged, esteemed, and take with them a new appreciation of dance. 
Foreign Language

Spanish 1

Grade: 9
Pre-requisite:  N/A
Spanish I is a communication-based introductory course focusing on realistic human interaction through listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture.  Students practice the skills while asking and answering questions generated by both teacher and fellow students.  Practicing the language emphasizes and simulates the everyday situations found outside the limitations of the classroom.  The students connect themselves to the target language through the themes of:  the family, education, extracurricular likes and dislikes, the arts, hobbies and so forth.  The progression through the various proficiency stages thus occurs with students becoming comfortable with the increasingly higher levels of application.  It is a beginning class designed to prepare students to live in a global society; a society where they are able to communicate in a second language and understand the culture of that second language.
Spanish 2

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite: C or better in Spanish 1 or Spanish placement test results
Spanish 2 builds upon the first year foundation and activities and promotes a greater understanding of the Spanish language and culture.  This course is designed for intermediate and advanced level Spanish students.  Students sharpen their skills and understanding of the structure of the language through conversation, reading, writing, and listening.  The students connect themselves to the target language through the themes of:  leisure/vacation, home, daily routines, clothing, health, movies and traveling.

Spanish 3:

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite:  C or better in Spanish 2, teacher recommendation  or Spanish placement test results
Spanish 3 is a course designed for advanced students of Spanish or native Spanish-speakers with limited reading and writing skills.  Since native speakers bring comprehension and speaking abilities to the classroom, Spanish 3 enables them to develop literacy skills in Spanish for academic purposes.  All students are expected to increase their proficiency at a rate that reflects their greater potential.  The course incorporates authentic texts drawn from literature and illustrates a variety of genres, including short stories, legends, poems, drama, essays and novels.  It is thematically organized around topics relevant to the lives of students.  Reading, writing, listening comprehension, speaking, vocabulary, and grammar are developed holistically and reinforce one another.

AP Spanish Language
Grade: 11-12

Pre-requisite:  B or better in Spanish 3, teacher recommendation or Spanish placement test results
This course emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course strives not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in Spanish. 

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products (e.g., tools, books, music , laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions)
9th Grade Requirements:  Introduction to High School

Introduction to High School is a four (4) Quarter course:  Study Skills will cover techniques to reinforce and facilitate a positive transition to high school. The skills addresses are: note-taking, outlining, schedules, proper attitude, test-taking techniques, memory techniques, reading strategies, library and internet.  In Keyboarding, students will gain basic keyboarding, word processing, and document formatting techniques.  The Health course provides activities designed to match both National and California Standards in Health Education.  It is designed to teach the basic concepts of good general health and to raise awareness about their own personal health processes.  Students learn skills and procedures necessary to successfully manage their own health and to assist others in helping them with their health.  This course covers not only physical health, but also mental and environmental health.  Healthy choices ensure lifelong good health and optimal emotional states of well-being are encouraged.  All freshmen will take Driver’s Education the second quarter of the year.  This course will prepare students for the DMV written examination.  

10th Grade Requirements:  State Requirements

The State Requirements courses include four (4) Quarter classes:  Computer Technology expands on the skills developed in keyboarding.  Students continue to gain computer program knowledge, including those needed to meet the Hamilton High Computer Proficiency testing requirements in word processing, Power Point, research skills and vocabulary.  The Health 2 course continues to develop awareness and provides activities designed to match both National and California Standards in Health Education.  It is designed to teach the basic concepts of good general health and to raise awareness about their own personal health processes.  Students learn skills and procedures necessary to successfully manage their own health and to assist others in helping them with their health.  This course covers not only physical health, but also mental and environmental health.  Healthy choices ensure lifelong good health and optimal emotional states of well-being are encouraged.  Geography/Test Prep prepares sophomores for the state Life Science exam and an introduction to U.S. and World geography.  Career Life Planning facilitates individual career growth and is designed to develop career exploration skills and strategies, successful job search techniques, interviewing and resume writing.  The skills addressed are: self-assessment, personal skills and abilities inventory, career success skills and research, work motivation, computerized career information systems, career decision making and goal setting based on occupational information.  It is the primary objective of the class to provide each student skills that foster a positive post high school transition and lead to career success and self-motivation
Electives
Creative Writing
Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite:  N/A
This course is designed to motivate and refine student writing and style, and to develop their own sense of place, people and things within a fictional world.  Students will learn how to create characters, plot, world building, and closure.
The objective of this class is to develop students’ style in creative writing. They will read fellow classmates’ stories and learn to give constructive feedback.  They will also be reading and exploring different styles of writing from a range of different texts. 
Film Appreciation

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite: N/A   
This class introduces students to the film industry and history of cinema through the study of classic and contemporary films.  Emphasis will be placed on exposing the class to a wide variety of styles and genres as well as formulating and justifying criticisms of the works.  Participation in class discussions, journal responses, and written analyses will be requirements for successful completion of the course.

Introduction to Psychology
Grade: 11-12
Pre-requisite: N/A
Want to learn about the human mind? You’ve come to the right place. Psychology is all about human behavior and what dictates it. Why do people react to certain things in certain ways? What can make people happy or sad, and how can we use that in today’s world? Learning psychology will teach you all about the behavior of people and how their minds work, which can be useful everywhere.

This class is designed to introduce the student to some basic theories on human behavior.  The primary units of study will be (1) The Science of Psychology (2) Personality (3) Lifespan (4) Learning (5) Memory (6) Cognition and Language (7) Abnormal Psychology.  

Medical Terminology: (Science or CTE)

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite or Co-requisite: Chemistry
This course is designed to give medical pathway students exposure to the specialized language of medical professionals.  Students will focus on the correct definition, pronunciation and spelling of the various terms related to human anatomy and physiology.  This course will not only allow students to understand terms related to his or her own body, but it will also allow them a strong literate foundation to successfully pursue a career in health care.  

This course will explore the medical terms related to the major functions and organs associated with the basic anatomy and physiology of each major organ system.  In addition, we will further explore the pathology, diagnostics and treatments associated with these organ systems.    

Computer Programming:

Grade: 10-12
Pre-requisite: N/A

Computer Programming explores the concepts of data generation and processing, use of excel functions and graphing, basic html, the logo programming language, and the Computer Science Principles curriculum from Code.org, which includes units on The Internet, Digital Information, Intro to Programming, Big Data and Privacy, and Building Apps (using JavaScript)
Computer Assisted Drafting (CAD):

Grade: 11-12
Co-requisite: Advanced Ag Mechanics

This course introduces students to the basic drafting concepts using both freehand sketching and Auto CAD, an industry-standard computer aided-drafting (CAD) application. Topics include line and geometric shape development, freehand sketching, basic AutoCAD commands, text commands, file management, orthographic and pictorial projection, dimensioning, sectioning, auxiliaries and architectural drawings using sketching and a two-dimensional (2D) drafting application. Document reproduction, printing and plotting will be introduced and practiced.  
English Support (no English credit)

Grade: 9-12
Pre-requisite:  

This class will assist students with their individual needs in reading and writing; it will include lessons in grammar, vocabulary building and mechanics.  It is designed to use reading to improve speaking and writing skills.  Along with daily grammar lessons, there will be reading responses, short essays and silent reading.  Writing and reading skills will be strengthened in order to improve or pass the CA.H.S.E.E.

Math Support (no math credit)

Grade: 9-12
Pre-requisite: 
This class is designed to provide individualized assistance to students who placed below proficient in mathematics on the CST, or have failed the California High School Exit Exam.  Students utilize the Accelerated Math Program to individualize their own instruction.
This class will assist students with their individual needs in mathematics.  Students utilize Accelerated Math to assist in skills development and improvement.  Individual assistance with student’s own math work is also an emphasis of this course.


SENIOR PROJECT
Hamilton High School’s Senior Project (established 1995) is the last in a series of graduation requirements that is unique in many ways.  Your Senior Project gives you the possibility of creating a special course of study that will allow you to unify and display your learning process in ways that any one class or project has never been able to do.  The Senior Project represents an extraordinary challenge and responsibility that is only attainable by the oldest, wisest, and most experienced students on our campus, the seniors.  

We, the Board, charge you with delivering proof to us that you have the ability to assimilate your years of learning by independently developing and carrying out a Senior Project.  Your Senior Project Advisors will provide you with criteria, directions for completing the project, as well as coaching and supervision throughout the duration of the project.  

The senior project components include:

1. Proposal Memo

2. Mentor Request Letter

3. Project Paper (5-7 pages in length)

4. Presentation (7-10 minutes in length)

5. Career Portfolio including

a. Sample Job application

b. Current Resume

c. Generic Cover Letter

d. Two Letters of Recommendation (one in-school, one outside school source)

e. Awards, certificates, outstanding samples of work, etc.

PROGRAMS

Butte College Articulation or “2+2”

High school students may earn advanced college credit by taking selected (articulated) courses while in high school.  High school students present college credit equivalence request forms upon enrollment in college, and receive credit for equivalent college courses.  This saves the student time and reduces duplication of teaching efforts.

The purpose of the “2+2’ partnership between Butte College and area high schools is to enhance the articulation and transition of selected students from a formal secondary education setting into a career training program.

Hamilton High School offers the following 2+2 courses:  ROP Ag Business, AgriScience Systems Mgmt., Plant Science, Animal Science, Medical Terminology, Careers with Children, ROP Environmental Horticulture, Digital Photography, ROP Advanced Ag Mechanics.
Butte Concurrent Enrollment:

Butte College credits can be earned while in high school or can be transferred to Hamilton High School transcripts to make up graduation requirements.  Students must consult with their counselors in order to take Butte College classes while in high school.  A one semester Butte College course is the equivalent of a one year Hamilton High course, earning 10 high school credits.  A physical education course earns 5 high school credits. 
To receive credit for Butte College classes, no more than three absences are permitted and all fees must be paid.

The steps for attending Butte College are:

1. Basic skills assessment must be completed (if applicable) prior to enrollment for an academic class.

2. Complete permission forms, using the current class schedule for proper title and registration numbers.  Pick up forms from the counseling office.

3. Parent, counselor and principal permission on the concurrent enrollment form must be completed and presented at the time of registration.

4. It is the student’s responsibility to request that Butte College send his/her transcript to the high school in order to receive credit (pick up forms in the counseling office).  Credit cannot be given until an official transcript is received by Hamilton High School.  Charges may apply to obtain a transcript from Butte College.

CSU, Chico High School Scholar (HSS)

This program is designed to allow motivated, high-achieving high school students the opportunity to enrich their academic programs with University courses. Enrollment in undergraduate courses is permissible with completion of any recommended prerequisites, unless restrictions by the department. This program is designed to allow motivated, high-achieving high school students the opportunity to enrich their academic programs with University courses.  An Orientation session with CSU, Chico Admissions is required.
ATHLETICS

Students must remain academically eligible to participate in athletics and extra-curricular organizations.  Eligibility is determined each nine-week grading period.  Students must have a minimum GPA of 2.0 and be passing in 20 semester units.  Summer school credits shall be counted toward the spring semester grades.  

	Fall season
	Winter season
	Spring season

	Football
	Boys & Girls Basketball
	Track

	Volleyball


	Wrestling
	Baseball

	Cross-Country
	Boys & Girls Soccer
	Softball

	Cheerleading


	
	


  Clubs and Organizations
Academic Decathlon

The Academic Decathlon is designed as a preparation for the scholastic competition that takes place on both a county and state level.  All material and guidelines come from the state headquarters and all tests are designed and sent by that agency.  The academic decathlon competition consists of ten events: mathematics, economics, fine arts, speech, essay, science, language and literature, social science, interview, and super quiz.  Each year the topics under these event change with a different emphasis.  The team consist of 9 students, 3 with a GPA of 3.8 or higher, 3 with a GPA of 3.0-3.79 and 3 below a 3.0.  There is no bottom line.
California Scholarship Federation (CSF)

CSF stands for California Scholarship Federation. This club is an academic honor society for students who have a qualifying GPA. Members of CSF participate in numerous activities and trips, like the End-of-the-Year-Trip and travel to places like Yosemite National Park and the Ashland Shakespearian Festival. Fundraisers the students have, such as the candy sales and car washes, fund these activities and trips.  Students must meet the following criteria each semester to be in CSF: 1. No D’s or F’s in any class. 2. They must earn a total of 10 points in 5 courses:  an "A" = 3 CSF points and a "B" = 1 CSF point excluding P.E. and/or Teachers Aids. 

Future Farmers of America (FFA)
Future Farmers of America is a national organization that is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of young people by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.  As a member of the FFA you have the opportunity to go to many conferences, conventions and fairs and other leadership activities.  To be a member of the FFA you are required to be enrolled in an agriculture course.

Friday Night Live (FNL)

Friday Night Live is a club that promotes safe, fun, drug and alcohol free activities on our campus and community while also learning about leadership skills.  FNL hold fun and exciting events throughout the year, in the past these events have included Challenge Day, Great America Trip, Conferences and more. To become a member, students are required to attend at least two meetings and complete five hours of club activities or become an officer.

M.E.Ch.A

M.E.Ch.A. is a nationwide organization that stands for Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan. Each word symbolizes something important in Mexico's culture.  MOVIMIENTO means that the organization is dedicated to the movement to gain self-determination for their people. ESTUDIANTIL identifies the organization as a student group for we are part of our raza's future.  CHICANO at the heart of the name is the word. At first it was seen as negative, now is taken as a badge of pride. AZTLAN, the legendary birth place of the Aztecs, which reputedly is today's southwest.  Students adopting their new identity, they commit themselves to return to the barrios, colonias, or campos and together, struggle against the forces that keep our people oppressed.  Members of M.E.Ch.A partake in different activities and fundraisers such as, Cultural Dances, The Giving Tree and Candy Grams.  M.E.Ch.A is always actively giving back to their community.   
Student Council:

The Student Council comprised of five student body officers and the presidents of campus organizations coordinate the activities of the student body.  The student body officers are:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Rally Commissioner.  Elections are held in January of each year.  

Some of the major activities include:  School Prom, Football Homecoming, Basketball Homecoming, and various campus fundraisers.  

Students must be academically eligible to run for and serve in a student body office.  For more information, contact Mrs. Bocast, Student Activities Director.
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