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Psychology
Galileo High School
kbconner@mail.dps.k12.va.us

	“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.”

		* Jane Austen






"Thought is action in rehearsal."
~ Sigmund Freud

Purpose:  This course is designed to expose students to the fundamental theories and principles of  general Psychology.

Content:  In Psychology, students will study topics such as problem solving techniques, perception and learning, and the hereditary and environmental factors that shape who we are as individuals.  Students will develop a better understanding of themselves and others. The curriculum is based upon the American Psychological Association (APA) recommended scope and sequence standards for a high school psychology class.

Materials/Supplies Needed
· 3-ring binder
· paper
· pen & #2 pencil for tests

Classroom Rules:
1. Arrive in class on time with writing utensil, textbook, notebook, and any previously designated 	materials.
2. No random walking about the classroom without permission.  DO NOT get up to go to the trash can or sharpen pencils during class lecture and/or discussion.  There will be other times during class that this will be permitted.
3. All purses, book bags, and jackets/coats must be placed either on the floor or in a designated   
area in the classroom.  They will not be allowed to lie on top of the desks or in laps during tests and quizzes.
4. Cell phone policy this year has changed!  Cell phones are to be secured every morning in the pouches.  Violations will receive an office referral.
5.  Swearing and derogatory remarks have no place in the classroom and will not be 
     tolerated.

6. Cheating and plagiarism are not acceptable and will result in an automatic “0” on the
assignment for all students involved.

Penalty for Breaking Classroom Rules or Discipline Policy: **Exception for Cell phones-penalty stated above.
1. A warning in the classroom from Mrs. Conner. 
2. A phone call to your parents or guardian
3. A visit to the office

Grading:     
Grades will be determined by factoring in many different assignments and assessments.  Students will be graded on tests, quizzes, projects, papers, and homework.  All work will be given a point value with major tests and assignments given a higher total

Tests:  Tests may consist of multiple choice questions, true or false, vocabulary; fill in the blank, short answers, and/or essay questions.  Notice for tests will be given at least three days in advance.

Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given to make sure students understand small portions of information.  Some quizzes will be announced, but there is also a possibility that there will be some “pop” quizzes.  Additionally a quiz may be in the form of an essay in which students demonstrate their knowledge of the material through written expression.

Homework:  These assignments could be reading, worksheets, written assignments, questions, or other projects.  They could range in value and difficulty.  Some homework assignments will be as simple as bringing something in for class.  They will be collected or checked the day that they are due.

Binder/Notebook:  Students will be expected to keep all information and assignments in a binder or a notebook.  The binder may be checked periodically.  All grading of binders will be announced. It is encouraged for students to keep up with notes and material for class.  There will be weekly quizzes which students will be allowed to use their notes..

Absenteeism/Make-up work:  It is the students’ responsibility for all notes and assignments that are missed due to an absence.  If possible, students should notify teacher of a planned absence.  Missing assignments should be turned in within the allotted amount of time due to number of days absent..  Unexcused absences will receive a “0” on ALL assignments for that day, including quizzes, tests, and daily work.

Final Exam:
The Final Exam will be cumulative.  Any student with an “A” average for the course will be exempt from the final exam.
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