MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 205, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2008 IN THE AUDITORIUM AT THORNRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL, DOLTON, ILLINOIS, BEGINNING AT 7:00 P.M.

	The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence, and Penman answered.  Member Ware was absent.  Dr. J. Kamala Buckner, Superintendent; Mr. Steven Gress, Director of Business; Dr. Paige Dague, Director of Accountability, Research and Information Service; Dr. Betheny Lyke, Thornton Principal; Mrs. Darcelle Williams, Thornwood Principal; Ms. Kim Waller, Thornridge Principal; Ms. Ebonie Williams, Thornton Assistant Principal; Mrs. Dorith Johnson, Thornwood Assistant Principal; Mr. Wayne Dendler, Academy for Learning Principal; Mr. Ken Wendorff, Faculty Association President; and Mrs. Suzanne Garcia, Faculty Association Executive Director, were also present.


	
	ROLL

CALL

	The minutes of the regular session and the minutes of the executive session of the regular meeting of December 10, 2008.  The minutes of the executive session of this meeting shall be confidential and closed to the public until such time that the Board of Education determines that it is no longer necessary to protect the public interest or privacy of an individual by keeping them confidential.

Mr. Burton moved, Dr. King seconded, to Approve the Minutes for November 12, 2008.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	MINUTES:

November 12, 2008


	Dr. King moved, Mr. Burton seconded, to Approve the Minutes for the Special Board Meeting on November 25, 2008.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	MINUTES:

November 25, 2008

	Dr. King moved, Mr. Burton seconded, to Approve the District 205 Bills.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	DISTRICT 205

BILLS



	Dr. Penman moved, Mr. Coriano seconded, to Approve the Resignation List.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	RESIGNATIONS



	None.

	
	LEAVE OF

ABSENCE



	Dr. King moved, Mr. Burton seconded, to Approve the Employment List.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	EMPLOYMENT 

	Mr. Banks welcomed Rev. Victor Coriano to the Board.

Dr. Buckner offered a moment of silence in honor of deceased Dolton Mayor, William “Bill” Shaw and William Brazley, renowned architect and Thornton Township High School alumni.

Mr. Jerry Doss spoke about the following:

· Regular monthly Board meetings will be held at the Thornton Township High School Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. for the months of January, February, March and April 2009.
· Thornridge National Honor Society sponsored a food drive.

· Thornton SAVE Program sponsored a coat drive in cooperation with St. Clements Church.  During the month of November the Student Council sponsored a holiday food drive.

· Thornwood Mesdemoiselles sponsored a food drive and Santagram fundraiser to purchase socks and gloves for needy children.  The Student Council sponsored an Adopt-a-Child Christmas gift program for community youth.

	
	COMMUNICATIONS
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	· In lieu of gifts, the District Administrative Team will donate gift cards to senior citizens in the community.  

· The District Office Team donated food items and made Thanksgiving baskets to give to nine needy District 205 families.   

· The District 205 Faculty Association collected coats and winter wear that were donated to Restoration Ministries.

· Eleven Illinois Scholars were named for Thornridge; seven for Thornton and six for Thornwood.

· The Thornridge-Thornton Jazz Combo performed prior to Roy Ayers at the Links, Inc,’s annual Fundraiser on December 6, 2008 at the Tinley Park Convention Center.

· Two Thornridge students were selected for the I.M.E.A. All State Band.

· Thornridge Physics teacher Brian Sievers was awarded the following grants:  $7970 Toshiba Grant for Biodiesel and the $2500 Toyota Tapestry Foundation Grant.  Pat Malopsy, Strategies for Learning Program Coordinator, was awarded the 2008-09 $2000 Acellus Grant to be used for math tutoring software.

· Thornton Fine Arts Dept. – The Marching Wildcats performed at Rich Central and won Best in Show.  The Speech Team made history by winning the S.I.C.A. Novice Competition at Crete-Monee High School for seven consecutive years.  The drama students put on a children’s play for the local grade schools.

· The NFTE (National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship) students from Thornton completed their Product Innovation Expo and one team of four students were winners, each receiving an iPod Nanos.   
· The Thornwood Marching Band was invited by the City of Chicago to perform in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade.

· Upcoming events:
· December 26
Grade/Progress reports mailed home

· December 22 
January 2, Winter Break, no school

· December 24 
January 2, Winter Break, all buildings closed

· January 5 
Late Start Schedule - First day of school



Second semester begins

· January 6 
ACT registration deadline for February 7 test


	
	

	The following individuals spoke during public participation:

· Felita Crayton (Dolton) asked when the minutes from the November 25 Special Board meeting would be available; asked for clarification of the activity funds on the budget and the actual cost for Driver Ed, and what makes an individual the best qualified to be a member of the District 205 school board.  Dr. Buckner stated the minutes will be posted on the website after they are approved by the Board and Mr. Gress will provide the budget information.

	
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	· Ellen Zerell (Dolton) stated that Thornridge Band took first place in all activities at the Hillcrest competition.

	
	

	· Mr. Banks thanked the Faculty Association for the large number of donations to the coat drive.
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	Dr. King moved, Mr. Burton seconded, to Approve the 2008 Tax Levy as presented by Dr. Buckner in the amount of $65,220,000.  The tax levy was presented at the November Board meeting and there have been no changes and no inquiries on the levy presented.  The Finance Committee recommends approval of the Tax Levy and the Resolution to Apportion the Tax Levy.  The resolution instructs the County Clerk how to reduce the tax levy should the District receive less than a 4.99% increase.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	APPROVAL OF 2008 TAX LEVY

	Dr. Buckner reported that as of this date, the United States unemployment rate if 6.5%.  The Harvey unemployment rate if the 3rd highest in the state at 22%; the Dolton unemployment rate if the 7th highest in the state at 20%.  

 
	
	DR. BUCKNER COMMENTS



	Dr. King moved, Mr. Coriano seconded, to Approve the Thornridge Asbestos Abatement Project in Room 104A in the amount of $9,540 as proposed by Safe Environment.  Monitoring and tile replacement bring the total cost to $13,350.  The finance Committee recommends approval of this project. On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.

   
	
	APPROVAL OF THORNRIDGE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT PROJECT



	Dr. Penman moved, Mrs. Lawrence seconded, to Approve the 2009-2010 Schedule Change as presented by Dr. Buckner.  The schedule will provide a 7th period class for sophomores and freshmen in 2009-2010 with a cost $1.5 million for teacher salaries.  The increase in cost will be offset by the loss of the one-time cost in 2008-09 for the large increase in books, which totaled just over $1,600,000.  The Finance Committee has reviewed this schedule change recommends approval.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	APPROVAL OF 2009-2010 SCHEDULE CHANGE



	Dr. Buckner presented the fall housing report figures as of December 4, 2008.  The total enrollment for District 205 is 6305 which includes 1730 at Thornridge, 2321 at Thornton and 2254 at Thornwood.  This represents a district-wide decrease of 297 students from last year largely due to residency.  Dr. Buckner also provided the report by school and grade.  The high unemployment rate leads to homelessness and mobility, which can affect the  graduation rate.


	
	REPORT ON 2008-2009 PUBLIC SCHOOL FALL ENROLLMENT



	Mr. Burton stated that he attended the Student Board meeting and the food service continues to be a major problem with the students according to a survey.   Dr. Buckner asked the Student Board to provide a written report to the Board.  


	
	MR. BURTON COMMENTS

	Dr. Buckner presented the District 205 Annual Report which highlighted the District’s progress during the 2007-2008 school year including the progress on the District Improvement Plan; individual school achievements and the current position in relation to curriculum, assessment and finance.  She will be visiting local municipalities and school boards to review the District 205 Annual Report and solicit concerns.


	
	MISCELLANEOUS

	A review of the In-Progress Grades has presented a challenge for everyone involved.  In-Progress Grades will afford an opportunity for students with a D or F to master the content.  A concern presented to the community is that students needed more time to master the information in order to be successful in the next course, particularly math.  Other school districts have taken similar approaches to this problem.  A significant number of students did not master the information at an acceptable level.  The Superintendent provided the Board with 40 questions from staff members which were presented to the Principals for answers. The goal is mastery and the student achieving a C grade.   Some parents were in favor of signing a contract to hold students accountable.  The Board will support after school and Saturday tutorial programs.  Money will be put into programs now rather than wait until summer school.  Only incoming Freshmen will have summer school opportunities needed for skills sets deficiencies.  The entire community is needed to support teachers and students in this endeavor.  The Superintendent requested the Board’s full support regarding the IP Program and asked for any objections.  Dr. King stated the District should move forward with this program.

  
	
	SUPERINTENDENT

REPORT
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	Mr. Banks requested a Board representative for the Finance Committee.  Mr. Burton volunteered for the position.
	
	FINANCE COMMITTEE

REPRESENTATIVE



	Mr. Banks volunteered to be the Board representative to attend the Student Board meetings.
	
	STUDENT BOARD REPRESENTATIVE



	At 7:50 p.m., Mr. Burton moved, Mrs. Lawrence seconded, to go into Executive Session.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	ADJOURNED

TO EXECUTIVE

SESSION



	At 9:41 p.m. Dr. King moved, Rev. Coriano seconded, to Return to Regular Session.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	RETURNED TO

REGULAR SESSION



	Dr. King moved, Mr. Burton seconded, to Hold the Expulsion in Abeyance for Student Case #4-0809-04 for the remainder of the 2008-2009 school year and recommended placement in the Second Chance Alternative School as presented to the Board by Mr. Dendler.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.  


	
	STUDENT DISCIPLINE CASE NO. 4-0809-04

	Mr. Burton moved, Dr. King seconded, to Uphold the Suspension for Student Case #3HHS-0809-01S. On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.  


	
	STUDENT DISCIPLINE CASE NO. 3HHS-0809-01S



	Mr. Banks moved, Dr. King seconded, to Uphold the Suspension for Student Case #3FA-0809-02S. On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.  


	
	STUDENT DISCIPLINE CASE NO. 3FA-0809-02S

	At 9:42 p.m. Dr. King moved, Dr. Penman seconded, to Adjourn the Meeting.  On roll call, Members Banks, Burton, Coriano, King, Lawrence and Penman voted aye; nay, none; motion passed.


	
	ADJOURNMENT


_____________________________________                                     ______________________________________

President                                                                                                Secretary

rp(brd.mins.12-10-08)

REGULAR SESSION

