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Minutes – October 11, 2012


The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. in Board Conference Room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Donica Venable presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:







Ronald DeAbreu
Donica Venable



Lovelle Kendall
Dawn Wright-McLeod


Amy Pierce






     5 present, 4 absent

Absent: Tiffany Banks, Sabrina Forrest, Priscilla Solomon, Michael Worlds

Also present were Ronn Johnson, Superintendent, Carl Tanksley, Board Solicitor and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  

Ms. Venable announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute. 

There was no Construction Update.

Public Comments

Doug Brotherton, 107 Gloucester Ave., commented on the work that took place in the gym; floors look fantastic; a job well done.
Board Member Sabrina Forrest entered at 7:05 p.m., making 6 present, 3 absent.

Minutes -



Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Amy Pierce,

9/13/2012
that the minutes of September 13, 2012, be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Tanksley indicated that he has an item regarding Schmidt v. Lawnside Board of Education to be discussed in Executive Session.

Superintendent’s Report 

Discussion

· Brooke Pressley, Madison Pressley and Cameron Kee have been invited to travel and study in Ireland, Wales, England and France in the summer of 2013 as part of the People to People program.
· Third Grade Parent Letter – invitation to the meet and greet Ms. Berger, the new third grade teacher; event held earlier this evening.
· Back to School Night – positive feedback was received from the parents regarding the staff and the facilities.
· 8th Grade Male/Female Mentoring Program – speakers and volunteers are being solicited.
· Special Education Compliance Letter – all findings of noncompliance identified during the monitoring process were corrected.
· School Choice – Open House has been scheduled for October 23 from 6 – 8 p.m.
· Efficiency Review – Haddon Heights, Barrington and Lawnside were the first send-receive districts to meet with the Executive County Superintendent.  The review is now focused on instruction rather than fiscal as it has been in the past.  Mr. Fraga, chair of the English Department at HHHS, gave an overview of the articulation that is taking place by the three districts to prepare students for high school expectations in the subject area.
Board Member Tiffany Banks entered at 7:10 p.m. during the discussion items, making 7 present,     2 absent.
District Goals 

· Focus on Language Arts Literacy to improve student achievement
· Continue to foster community support and encourage investment in the                                                                                    success of the school district 

· Develop the use of Smartboard technology to enhance student achievement                                                                               through effective instruction

Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying

There were 2 incidents of documented Harrassment, Intimidation and Bullying incidents during September 13 – October 9, 2012 resulting with 1 warning and 1 suspension.

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that Ms. Jane Berger be approved as an Elementary School Teacher at      a salary of $58,060 (MA-Step 4) pro-rated for the 2012-2013 school year, retroactive to September 26, 2012.

2. It is recommended that Ms. Cynthia Moultrie be approved as a substitute teacher for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $80 per diem.

3. It is recommended that the following staff be approved to serve as Junior Honor Society Advisors for the 2012-2013 school year.

· Ms. Christina Finnegan

· Ms. Holly Martin

4. It is recommended that the following staff members be approved to serve as 8th Grade Advisors for the 2012-2013 school year.

· Mr. Norman Alston

· Mr. Brent Hoover

5. It is recommended that the following staff members be approved to serve as Yearbook Advisors for the 2012-2013 school year.

· Ms. Alexus Backus

· Ms. Brittany Coleman

6. It is recommended that the following additional persons be hired for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  The program will be held Monday through Friday, from October 1, 2012 – August 31, 2013.  All persons will work on a rotating basis.
· Ms. Niphon Kirk

Substitute Site Coordinator @ $35 per hour

· Ms. Eboni Goodman
Paraprofessional @ $16 per hour

· Mr. John Langford
Paraprofessional @ $16 per hour

7. It is recommended that Ms. Jenavisa Vannockay’s letter of resignation be approved from the position as a 21st CCLC Paraprofessional effective October 10, 2012.

8. It is recommended that the following person be hired for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.

· Ms. Ann Clark

Music Teacher/2 days per week @ $35 per hour
9. It is recommended that Ms. Eboni Goodman be approved as a Substitute Teacher for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $75 per diem. 

10. It is recommended that Sgt. William Plenty be approved as District Investigator for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $300 per case.

Personnel 



Motion by Amy Pierce, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

Items #1 – 10 
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 10 be approved.   Motion carried; 7 yes for items 1-7 and 9-10.                              Motion carried; 6 yes, 1 not voting – Ronald DeAbreu for item 8.  

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that the Girl Scouts of South Jersey be approved to provide in-school mentoring services on Tuesdays (Grades 2-3), Wednesdays (Grades 4-5), and Thursdays (Grades 6-8), effective October 23, 2012 – December 20, 2012 at no cost to the district.

2. It is recommended that Big Brothers/Big Sisters be approved to provide in-school mentoring services for grades 5-7 throughout the 2012-2013 school year at no cost to the district.  Background checks provided by LexisNexis.

3. It is recommended that Experiential Learning Concepts be permitted to provide programming activity related services for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  ELC will provide the following services in the area of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) for the Lawnside 21st CCLC grant project:

· Technical Assistance

· Production of Curricular Items

· Student Instruction

· Coordination of Projects

· Provide Service Agreement

4. It is recommended that LEGCY Youth Tennis & Education, formerly known as Arthur Ashe Tennis & Education, be permitted to provide programming activity related services for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  The activities to be covered are:

· Tennis

· Life Skills

5. It is recommended that Scholar Options LLC be permitted to provide programming activity related services for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  Scholar Options shall be responsible for completing the evaluation of the district’s 21st CCLC grant project.

6. It is recommended that Unity Community Center of South Jersey, Inc. be permitted to provide programming activity related services for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  The activities to be covered are:

· African Dance

· African Drums

· Martial Arts

· Spoken Word

· Cultural & Artistic Theatrical Performances

7. It is recommended that Camden County Youth Advocate Programs, Inc., (YAP) be permitted to provide programming activity related services for the 21st CCLC After School Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  The activities to be covered are:

· Outreach to At-Risk Youth

· Anger Management

· Mentoring

Management - 
Motion by Ronald DeAbreu, seconded by Amy Pierce,

Items #1 – 7  
that Management Recommendations #1 – 7 be approved.  


Motion carried; 7 yes.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following field trip be approved for the 2012-2013 school year.

	Grade 
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	7th & 8th 
	Poricy Park Conservancy
	10/19/2012
	Bus
	$20.00


2. It is recommended that the 21st CCLC After School Program students, parents and staff be permitted to attend the following field trips during the 2012-2013 program year.  Dates to   be forthcoming following Board of Education approval.
	Field Trip Destination
	Program Activity Component

	Washington, DC
	STEM

	Baltimore Aquarium
	STEM

	Franklin Institute
	STEM

	The Wetlands Institute
	STEM

	Morgan State University
	STEM

	New York or Pennsylvania Stock Exchange
	Positive Youth Development

	Blacks in Wax Museum
	Cultural & Artistic Awareness

	Rutgers Gordon Theatre
	Cultural & Artistic Awareness

	Bowling
	Health, Nutrition, Fitness & Physical Activity

	Roller Skating
	Health, Nutrition, Fitness & Physical Activity

	Swimming
	Health, Nutrition, Fitness & Physical Activity

	Arthur Ashe Tennis Club
	Health, Nutrition, Fitness & Physical Activity

	Mother Daughter/Father Son Symposium
	Parental Involvement


Student Activities


Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Ronald DeAbreu,

Items #1 – 2 
that Student Activities Recommendations #1 – 2 be approved.  


Motion carried; 7 yes.  

Correspondence

1. Letter from Archway Programs re: Tuition Settlement Offer Proposal

2. Letter from Borough of Lawnside re: Violation of Zoning Ordinance 96-153

The membership was asked to review the Archway documents; formal disposition of this matter will be considered at the November meeting.

The letter from the Borough was to be discussed further during Committee Reports.

There was no Old Business.

Committee Reports

Facilities, Finance & Personnel – Ms. Wright-McLeod

Committee met on September 27; advised committee that notice from the Zoning Board would be received regarding the digital marquee; building renovations are 99% complete; it was decided that portable air conditioners will be installed in the kitchen over the winter break.

The contract with LEA will be expiring in June; Bruce Taylor will be contacted regarding representing  the Board in the negotiations; as salaries are capped at 2%, offering family benefits to staff 
members at a date earlier than their tenure date may need to be considered to be competitive with other districts and attract qualified individuals to fill vacancies.  Dr. Johnson’s contract will also expire in June.

Outreach – Ms. Forrest

It has been proposed that the eight major sponsor participants of the Back to School Bonanza be invited to a Board Meeting to receive special recognition through presentation of plaques.  Since this proposal requires expending funds, Board approval needs to be obtained.

Plaques – 



Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

Bonanza Sponsors 
that authorization to granted to purchase plaques for the eight major sponsor participants of the Back to School Bonanza at an approximate cost of $20 each.  Motion carried; 7 yes.  

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #15-2013

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                       
  FROM    
 TO

11-190-100-270-00-00


Health Benefits
$ 1,650

11-213-100-270-00-00

Health Benefits
1,525

11-999-100-565-00-SS

Tuition – CSSD
16,885

11-999-240-500-00-00

Other Purchased Services
1,500

11-999-270-514-00-00

Contracted Spec. Ed Transportation
11,636

11-190-100-290-00-00

Other Employee Benefits

$ 1,650

11-213-100-290-00-00

Other Employee Benefits

1,525

11-999-230-340-00-00

Purchased Technical Services

2,350

11-999-230-530-00-00

Communications/Telephone

8,500

11-999-230-590-00-00

Other Purchased Services

2,500

11-999-230-890-00-00

Miscellaneous Expenditures

3,535



11-999-240-580-00-00

Travel Expense

1,500

11-999-270-511-00-00

Contracted Transportation

701

11-999-270-513-00-00

Transportation Jointures
______
10,935

$33,196
$33,196



Resolution #15-2013 – 
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Ronald DeAbreu,

Line Item Transfers
that Resolution #15-2013 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #16-2013

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside at its October 11, 2012 meeting authorizes the approval of the following change orders for the school addition and renovations project:

        Fasolino Contracting Corp

Change Order #85

     $627.00
Relocate new playground
                     #86
                 542.66

Door #101 lockset

Resolution #16-2013 – 

Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Change Orders
that Resolution #16-2013 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Transportation Jointure -
Motion by Ronald DeAbreu, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,     

GCSSD
that a Joint Transportation Agreement with the Gloucester County Special Services School District be approved for the 2012-2013 school year to transport Student #07015 on Route S4731 to Haddon Heights High School at a cost of $139.00 per diem.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Copier Lease 
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,


that authorization be granted to enter a 5-year lease/purchase agreement with Stewart Business Systems to obtain a Xerox 5790 copier at a cost of $995.00 per month through State Contract #A51145.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Amy Pierce,

Youth Basketball/Cheer
that the Lawnside Youth Basketball and Cheerleading Organization be permitted to use the gym for the period November 1, 2012 to March 30, 2013 from 6:00 to 9:45 p.m.  for practice and league play.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Ronald DeAbreu, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

Masjid Freehaven
that the Masjid Freehaven be permitted to use the gym and kitchen on December 8, 2012 from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for   a basketball tournament.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Lawnside Historical Society
that the Lawnside Historical Society be permitted to use the all purpose room on April 19, 2013 from 5:45 to 9:45 p.m. and April 20, 2013 from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. to conduct Jessie Redmond Fauset Day activities.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

No Secretary/Treasurer Reports were available.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Amy Pierce, seconded by Ronald DeAbreu,                 that the bills totaling $399,828.35 for the General Fund, $49,489.95 for the Capital Fund and $16,780.90 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

There were no Public Comments.

Executive Session


Motion by Ronald DeAbreu, seconded by Amy Pierce,

7:44 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Ronald DeAbreu, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

8:10 p.m.
that the meeting reopen to the public.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:

Tiffany Banks

Amy Pierce


Ronald DeAbreu
Donica Venable

Sabrina Forrest
Dawn Wright-McLeod

Lovelle Kendall



     7 present, 2 absent

Absent: Priscilla Solomon, Michael Worlds
Action Following Executive Session
R E S O L U T I O N   #14-2013

The Lawnside Borough Board of Education, designated as a body corporate pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:10-1 et seq., properly organized with the statutory authority to perform all acts and do all things, consistent with law and the rules of the state board, necessary for the lawful and proper conduct of the public schools, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:11-1 et seq., with administrative offices located at 426 East Charleston Ave., Lawnside, New Jersey 08045, does hereby state:

WHEREAS, on or about March 1, 2012 pursuant to the Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47-1A-1 et seq. (“OPRA”), John P. Schmidt filed a request for public documents with the Lawnside School District; and

WHEREAS, on or about April 12, 2012, John P. Schmidt filed the Complaint 2012-119 before the New Jersey Government Records Council, alleging a violation of OPRA; and

WHEREAS, the District has disputed a knowing and willful violation of the statute; and

WHEREAS, the Parties agree that the District provided Petitioner with documents that are fully responsive to his March 1 request; and

WHEREAS, the parties to the above referenced dispute have agreed to amicably settle the dispute without the need for litigation.

NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED:

1. That the District has provided John P. Schmidt with documents that are fully responsive to the March 1 OPRA;

2. The Board has agreed to tender to John P. Schmidt the amount of $585.00 as reimbursement for attorneys fees;

3. The mediation settlement agreement executed by the parties and filed before the Government Records Council, attached as an exhibit to this resolution is fully incorporated herein by way of reference;

4. John P. Schmidt has agreed to a dismissal of all actual and potential claims arising from  GRC Complaint 2012-119; and

5. The terms of the Settlement and Release executed by the parties, attached hereto as an exhibit, are fully incorporated herein by way of reference.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the district administrators with authority over this matter are authorized to fully implement the terms of the agreements.

Resolution #14-2013


Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Amy Pierce,

OPRA Settlement
that Resolution #14-2013.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

The President stated that the family of Thomas Case, who was a former Board Member and the father of the district’s former Head Custodian, is holding a memorial service on November 3 and have asked if the Board would consider providing a Proclamation.
Proclamation – T. Case

Motion by Amy Pierce, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

 
that the Solicitor prepare a Proclamation memorializing former Lawnside Board of Education Member Thomas Case to be presented at a service to be held on November 3, 2012.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

There was a discussion regarding the letter received from the Zoning Board and the actions to be taken until the issues with the marquee are resolved.  The required application is being completed by the architect; the messages on the board will be limited; messages will appear in only one color and will be displayed for a longer period; the Solicitor will contact the architect to ascertain the status of the application and stress the need for immediate filing.
Adjournment



Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

8:27 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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