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The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:06 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Qawi Austin presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall

Tiffany Banks

Stephen Smith

Mary Cross

Donica Venable

Sabrina Forrest
Dawn Wright-McLeod


     8 present, 1 absent

Absent: Michael Worlds
Also present were Ronn Johnson, Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  

Mr. Austin announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

Public Participation

Mr. Ronald Evans, Bromley Estates, Pine Hill, identified himself as former Lawnside Public School student and current educator in the Salem school system.  He has a film production company and his brother is a musician.  They are developing a video project and would like to feature Lawnside School and its students and administration.  The topic of the video is bullying.  He asked what protocol should to be followed to submit this project for consideration.  

Mr. Evans was directed to Dr. Johnson; he was also told that the lyrical content of the music used in the video would need to be reviewed.

Minutes -



Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Stephen Smith,

2/10/2011
that the minutes of February 10, 2011 be approved. 

Motion carried; 8 yes.  

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski reported that the bid opening date for the construction and renovations projects has been changed to March 16; it is anticipated that contracts will be awarded at the meeting scheduled for March 24.

Superintendent’s Report 

Discussion

· Preliminary budget submitted to the County Office; anticipated tax decrease to the public 

· Lawnside Scholarship Club Celebration – Saturday, March 19; Mrs. Thelma Long, former Board Member, Dr. Milton Robinson, former school dentist, and Pastor Reggie Johnson of Grace Temple Baptist Church, and Mrs. Norma Boyd, a former Scholarship Club member will be recognized for their service to the community.  

· Construction Project Update – bid opening scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on 3/16; contract awarded at the March 24 meeting

· School Calendar revision – 8th grade graduation date changed to June 17, 2011

· Wiley College Choir visits Lawnside – concert to take place on Saturday, March 25; banner will be prepared welcoming the choir to our school; Board representation requested at the program

· Flyer from Student Services Department requesting parents to donate gently-used uniforms they not longer need

· Two additional policies – File Code 5131.6, Substance Abuse, and File Code 4112.2, Certification, are included for review

· School Spirit Week activities begin on 3/14

· Walter A. Gaines Basketball Tournament begins 3/18; District versus Borough game is scheduled for 8:00 p.m.

District Goals 

· To establish a stronger collaboration with staff and students with our receiving/ partner districts
· Focus on Language Arts to improve student achievement
· Continue to foster community support and encourage investment in the success        of   the school district 

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that the following positions be approved for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant for the 2010-2011 school year.  (21st Century Grant Funding)

	Para/Coach Support
	Adrena Cream
	$16 per hour

	Para/Coach Support
	Christine Coates
	$16 per hour

	Para/Coach Support
	Michelle Farmer
	$16 per hour

	Activity Leader
	Shonda Toliver
	$125 stipend

	Activity Leader
	Michelle Harris
	$125 stipend


Personnel



Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Item #1  
that Personnel Recommendation #1 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Board Member Michael Worlds entered at 7:23 p.m., making 9 present, 0 absent.

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that Student #06-010 be approved to participate in a transition program on Tuesdays at Lawnside Public School for possible return to the district in September.

2. It is recommended that the first reading of the updated Lawnside School District Policy Manual be approved.

Management
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Items #1 – 2 
that Management Recommendations #1 – 2  be approved.  


Motion carried; 8 yes, 1 abstention – Michael Worlds.  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following 21st Century field trip be approved for the 2010-2011 school year.   

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	21st CCLC Students
	Liberty Science Center
	TBA
	Bus
	No cost

	21st CCLC Students
	76er Basketball Game
	TBA
	Bus
	No cost

	21st CCLC Students
	Baltimore Aquarium & Blacks in Wax Museum
	TBA
	Bus
	No cost

	21st CCLC Students
	NY Sony Wonder Lab & Hall of Science
	TBA
	Bus
	No cost


Student Activities
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Item #1 
that Student Activities Recommendation #1 be approved.  






Motion carried; 9 yes.  

Correspondence

1. HHBOE minutes – 1/11/2011 & 1/28/2011

There was no Old Business.

Committee Reports

Policy – Mr. Smith

Finalized policy manual received; reviewed fee schedule for Facility Use Policy; use of a phase-in plan for fees was discussed

Haddon Heights – Mr. Smith

One board member has resigned; currently seeking replacement; district facing $1.9 million budget deficit; layoffs at both elementary and high school level anticipated

Facilities/Personnel/Finance – Mr. Austin

Mediation session scheduled for April 13; construction project should begin approximately thirty days after the bid award; conversation with Mayor regarding budget expectations; mid-year review of the Superintendent has been completed

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #32-2011

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                         
  FROM    
 TO
11-190-100-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation 
$  222

11-999-213-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
862

11-999-219-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
862

11-999-221-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
862

11-999-260-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
177

11-999-291-250-00-00

Unemployment Compensation
2,558

11-190-100-241-00-00

Other Retirement Contributions

$1,109

11-213-100-241-00-00

Other Retirement Contributions
  
1,109

11-999-219-241-00-00

Other Retirement Contributions

1,109

11-999-221-241-00-00

Other Retirement Contributions

1,109
11-999-260-241-00-00

Other Retirement Contributions
__ __
1,107


$5,543
$5,543
Resolution #32-2011
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,


that Resolution #32-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 9 yes. 

R E S O L U T I O N   #38-2011

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                         
  FROM    
 TO
11-213-100-106-00-00

Other Salaries for Instruction 
$ 3,000

11-999-100-562-00-00

Tuition – Other LEAs
20,976

11-999-100-565-00-SS

Tuition – Co. Special Services Districts
26,338

11-999-230-340-00-00

Purchase Technical Services
2,000

11-999-270-514-00-00

Transportation – Special Ed Contracted
16,339

11-999-270-515-00-00

Transportation Jointures – Special Ed
4,849

11-999-270-518-00-00

Transportation Special Ed – ESC
18,812

11-213-100-101-00-RG

Salaries – Resource Room

$90,314

11-999-230-339-00-00
  
Other Purchased Professional Services
__  __
   2,000


$92,314
$92,314
Resolution #38-2011
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,


that Resolution #38-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 9 yes. 

Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Girl Scouts
that Girl Scout Troop 30128 be permitted to hold troop meetings the 1st and 2nd Thursdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m for the remainder of the 2010-2011 school year.  Motion carried; 9 yes.
Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

Youth Basketball
that Lawnside Youth Basketball be permitted to use the all purpose room on March 27, 2011 from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. to hold an Awards Banquet.  Motion carried; 9 yes.
Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Air It Out Flag Football
that the Air It Out Flag Football Program be permitted to use gym on April 1 fron 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. registration and the school field for the period April 3 – May 22, 2011 on Sundays only from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. for game play.  Motion carried; 9 yes.
Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Stephen Smith,

AAU Basketball
that AAU Boys Basketball be permitted to use the gym on any available weekday for the period April 1 – June 30, 2011 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. for game play.  Motion carried; 9 yes.
Secretary/Treasurer Reports

The Secretary reports as of January 31, 2011:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$  804,286.93

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-363,888.00

Fund 30 Cash in Bank

2,643,290.29

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   -18,641.02
Total Cash in Bank

$3,065,048.20

The Treasurer reports as of January 31, 2011:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$  804,286.93

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-363,888.00

Fund 30 Ending Cash Balance

2,643,290.29

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

    18,641.02

Total Ending Cash Balance

$3,065,048.20

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of January 31, 2011, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Donica Venable, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the period ending January 31, 2011 be received.  Motion carried; 9 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #39-2011

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of January 31, 2011 no budgetary line item account has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #39-2011
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Mary Cross,


that Resolution #39-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 9 yes. 

Payment of Bills
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

           
that the bills totaling $560,022.54 for the General Fund, $38,820.74 for the Capital Fund and $13,334.92 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 9 yes.

Public Participation

Ms. Debbie DeAbreu, 296 Sadler Ave.; asked if fees are attached to use of facilities.

Mr. Smith responded that a fee schedule will be instituted; however, notification of the impending charges will be made known to the community before fees are collected.

Mr. Doug Brotherton, 107 Gloucester Ave., President of Lawnside Basketball, thanked the Board for their support during the season.

Mayor Wardlow asked about the status of the budget.

Mr. Austin indicated that it had been his hope to have a budget with a zero tax increase; that expectation has been exceeded.

The public was reminded that the PTA’s McDonald’s Night will be March 16 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.; the first Friday of each month will be Wendy’s Night.

Dr. Johnson commended the basketball coaches for they work; they are very visible in the school and help the young men stay focused.  

Adjournment



Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

8:00 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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