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The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:08 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Qawi Austin presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Stephen Smith

Tiffany Banks

Donica Venable

Sabrina Forrest
Michael Worlds


     6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Mary Cross, Lovelle Kendall, Dawn Wright-McLeod

Also present were Ronn Johnson, Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  

Mr. Austin announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

Presentations

Mr. Austin and Dr. Johnson presented plaques to former Board Member/President Mr. Anthony Bland and former Interim Superintendent Dr. Patricia Montgomery.  Dr. Montgomery thanked the Board for the recognition, spoke of her experiences while serving in the district and stressed the importance of providing the best educational opportunities for our students.  Mr. Bland expressed his appreciation for the plaque, encouraged the Board to have big dreams and to celebrate every success.  He expressed his excitement for Dr. Johnson’s appointment because he knows that he is committed to the students and the community.  He urged everyone to do their best for the children. 

Mr. Austin indicated that a plague was also prepared for former Board Member/Vice President Ms. Diane Raysor.  He stated that she was a very active parent and advocate for children. 

Board Member Dawn Wright-McLeod entered at 7:13 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

Public Participation

Ms. Doretha Webb, President of the Lawnside Education Association, read a letter stating that her membership has been working without a contract since June 2009.  The letter further detailed the many accomplishments of the district due to the diligence of LEA.  Petitions containing over 200 signatures were submitted urging the Board to settle the contract with the union.

Ms. Felicia Coles, 510 Hemmings Way; asked how the State’s loss of $400 billion affects this district.

Mr. Austin responded that the Race to the Top funding, if realized, would have been additional federal grant dollars for New Jersey.

Minutes -



Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Stephen Smith,

8/12/2010
that the minutes of September 9, 2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski indicated that a negotiations meeting with LEA was held yesterday, another session is scheduled for tomorrow; hopefully a settlement will be reached soon.  Closing on the bond sale will be held on November 3. 

Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Johnson introduced Dr. Sandra Strothers, President of the Lawnside Education Foundation who briefly detailed their mission and the fundraising efforts that have been planned for the 2010-2011 school year.  The campaign goal is to raise $50,000 to provide upgrades to the school library.  The first event planned is a Flea Market to be held on November 13, a dinner/dance will be held in January and a Run/Walk is scheduled on May 13.  Dr. Montgomery is the campaign chair for each of the events.  She thanked the Board and Dr. Johnson for their cooperation and support.  Additional information about the foundation can be found on their website – www.lawnsideedfoundation.org. 

Dr. Johnson introduced Mr. Frank Radey of Radey Associates, district architect of record, who was available to answer questions about the proposed building project.  Mr. Radey explained the bid process and reported on the estimated construction beginning and ending dates.

Discussion

Actions to Date – summation of activities conducted through 10/15/2010 

District Goals 

· To establish a stronger collaboration with staff and students with our receiving/ partner districts
· Focus on Language Arts to improve student achievement
· Continue to foster community support and encourage investment in the success        of   the school district
· Appreciation to Mt. Zion’s Outreach Ministry & Hiram Lodge #5 for donations of school supplies (3)
· Open House refreshments provided through NJ Parent Information and Resource Center funding and the Lawnside Education Association

· Lockheed Martin Robotics Program – five students will be participating; partnership with Grace Temple 

· School Choice – policy for maximum participation allowed; 10% per grade or 15% per school

· Charter School – Regis Academy to open at former site of Holy Rosary school in Cherry Hill

· PTA – 42 parents signed up during Open House

· NCLB Update – analysis of test results prepared by Ms. Swiatocha

Board Member Sabrina Forrest left at 8:09 p.m., making 6 present, 3 absent.

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that Ms. Theresa Tutt be approved as Lawnside Business Admnistrator/Board Secretary at a salary of $69,798 for the 2010-2011 school year.

2. It is recommended that Ms. Francine Presser-Boardman be approved to provide one additional day of speech services at $300 per day for the remainder of the 2010-2011 school year.  (100% IDEA allocation)  

3. It is recommended that Ms. Devonn Lindsay be approved to receive a stipend of $2,500 for serving as Supervisor of the Special Services Department during the 2010-2011 school year.  (100% IDEA allocation)

4. It is recommended that Ms. Patricia Smith be approved as a Paraprofessional at a rate of $16 per hour for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program for the 2010-211 school year.  (100% 21st CCLC allocation)

5. It is recommended that Ms. De’borah-Tiffany Bell be approved as a Substitute Teacher for the 2010-2011 school year at a rate of $80 per day pending criminal history background check and County approval.

Personnel



Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #1 – 5
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 5 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that the Lawnside School Health Services Plan be approved for the 2010-2011 school year.

2. It is recommended that Ms. Niphon Kirk be approved to conduct data analysis in the district to fulfill requirements in the area of Qualitative Research for the doctoral program at Rowan University.

3. It is recommended that Ms. LaVonia Brown be approved to complete her field experience for the Master of Teaching program of Fairleigh Dickinson University at Lawnside Public School during the 2010-2011 school year.

4. It is recommended that the position of Cafeteria Aide be approved for posting for the 2010-2011 school year.

5. It is recommended that an after school Character/Etiquette Program for female students in grades 7th and 8th grades be approved for the 2010-2011 school year.

Management
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Michael Worlds,

Items #1 – 5 
that the Management Recommendations #1 – 5  be approved.  






Motion carried; 6 yes.  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following field trip be approved for the 2010-2011 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	3rd & 4th 
	Peter Mott House
	11/3/2010
	Walking
	$2.00 per student


Student Activities


Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Stephen Smith,


that the Student Activities Recommendation be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Correspondence

1.  HHBOE minutes – 8/10 & 9/14/2010

There was no Old Business.

Committee Reports

Facilities – Ms. Banks

RFP seeking project manager for the upcoming construction/renovations have been developed and will be posted on the district website for 20 days.  Recommendation to the body will be made following review of the proposals received.  

Policy – Mr. Smith

The committee did not meet last month; contract with NJSBA for the policy manual has been signed; process should be completed in four to six months.

Mr. Austin advised that the November committee meeting date is Thanksgiving; therefore, another date needs to be selected.  Tuesday, November 16th was agreed upon, although the established schedule will be adjusted to accommodate the Facilities Committee meeting first.

Mr. Austin reminded the membership of Career Day to be held on November 12 and Ms. Higgs has asked for Board Member participation in Teacher for A Day on November 19.  He also reported that Dr. Montgomery is being honored on November 7 at Adelphia’s in Deptford.

New Business

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
LAWNSIDE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT,
IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #16-2011

WHEREAS, The Board of Education of the Lawnside Borough School District, in the County of Camden, New Jersey (“Board” when referring to the governing body and “School District” when referring to the legal entity governed by the Board) adopted Resolution #31-2010 authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the School District in the aggregate amount of $2,900,000 (the “Bonds”); and

WHEREAS, the Background Section of Resolution #31-2010 incorrectly references the date of December 10, 2009 as the date that the Board approved the bond proposal to be submitted to the voters of the School District at the regular school district election on April 20, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Board approved the bond proposal to be submitted to the voters of the School District at the regular school district election on March 18, 2010, not December 10, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to approve the form of the Bonds; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires that certain maturities of the Bonds be subject to redemption at the option of the School District prior to maturity; and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to make certain amendments to Resolution 31-2010.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Background Section of Resolution #31-2010 is hereby amended to replace the reference to December 10, 2009 with a reference to March 18, 2010; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the first sentence of Section 3 of Resolution #31-2010 is hereby amended and restated in its entirety as follows:

“The Bonds shall be substantially in the form annexed hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof, with such changes therein as the officer executing the same in the name and on behalf of the Board may approve, which approval may be on the advice of Bond Counsel.”

FURTHER RESOLVED that Section 6 of Resolution #31-2010 is hereby amended to add the following paragraph to the beginning of said section:

“The Bonds maturing on or before September 1, 2020, are not subject to redemption prior to their stated maturities.  The Bonds maturing on or after September 1, 2021, are subject to redemption at the option of the School District prior to maturity and upon notice as hereinafter provided, as a whole or on any date on or after September 1, 2020, or in part on any interest payment date on or after September 1, 2020, in such order of maturity as decided by the School District at the redemption price equal to 100% of the principal amount to be redeemed, plus accrued interest thereon to the date fixed for redemption.”

EXHIBIT “A

2010-__
$______________

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
LAWNSIDE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT,
IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL BOND, SERIES 2010

INTEREST RATE
MATURITY DATE

STATED DATE OF ISSUE

CUSIP

         %                   September 1, 20__                    October 20, 2010

EGISTERED OWNER:
CEDE & CO.

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT:

The Board of Education of the Lawnside Borough School District, in the County of Camden, New Jersey (“Board” when referring to the governing body and “School District” when referring to the legal entity governed by the Board) for value received, hereby promises to pay to the registered owner hereof or registered assigns, on the maturity date hereof, upon the surrender hereof, the principal sum set forth below, and to pay to the registered owner hereof, interest thereon (calculated on the basis of a 360-day year and twelve (12) thirty-(30-)day months), from the interest payment date next preceding the date of registration and authentication of this Bond, unless this Bond is registered and authenticated as of an Interest Payment Date (as hereinafter defined), in which event this Bond shall bear interest from such Interest Payment Date, or unless this Bond shall be registered and authenticated prior to October 20, 2010, in which event this Bond shall bear interest from October 20, 2010, or unless this Bond shall be registered and authenticated on a date which is after a Regular Record Date (as hereinafter defined) and before the succeeding Interest Payment Date, in which case this Bond shall bear interest from such succeeding Interest Payment Date, or unless, as shown by the records of the Paying Agent, interest on this Bond shall be in default, in which case this Bond shall bear interest from the date on which interest was last paid hereon, at the rate per annum shown above, payable semiannually on March 1 and September 1 of each year (each such date being an “Interest Payment Date”), commencing September 1, 2010, and continuing until stated maturity or prior redemption.

Principal of this Bond is payable upon presentation and surrender hereof by the registered owner at the principal corporate trust office of _____________, _____________, New Jersey, as paying agent and registrar (“Paying Agent”).  Interest hereon is payable on each Interest Payment Date by check or draft mailed to the person in whose name this Bond is registered on the registration books of the School District maintained by the Paying Agent and at the address appearing thereon as of the close of business on the record date, which shall be the first (1st) day of the month containing such Interest Payment Date (“Regular Record Date”).  Any such interest not so timely paid or duly provided for shall cease to be payable to the person who is the registered owner hereof as of the Regular Record Date, and shall be payable to the person who is the registered owner hereof as of the close of business on the fifteenth (15th) day (“Special Record Date”) next preceding the date set for the payment of such defaulted interest (“Special Payment Date”).  Such Special Payment Date shall be fixed by the Paying Agent whenever moneys become available for the payment of the defaulted interest, and notice of the Special Payment Date shall be given by mail to the registered owners as of the Special Record Date not less than ten (10) days prior to the Special Payment Date.  Both principal hereof and interest hereon shall be payable in any coin or currency of the United States of America which on the date of payment thereof is legal tender for the payment of public and private debts therein.

This Bond is one of a duly authorized issue of Two Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,900,000), aggregate principal amount, of The Board of Education of the Lawnside Borough School District School Bonds, Series 2010 (“Bonds”), all of like stated date of issue and tenor, except as to dates of maturity, rates of interest and provisions for redemption.  The Bonds are issued by virtue of a resolution adopted by the Board of Education (“Board”) of the School District on March 18, 2010, pursuant to which the proposal to issue the Bonds was submitted as a public question to the legal voters of the School District at a school district election (“Election”) held on April 20, 2010, at which Election the legal voters of the School District approved the issuance of the Bonds, are issued in accordance with Chapter 24 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (“School Bond Law”), and resolutions of the Board adopted June 9, 2010, as amended of October __, 2010, and October __, 2010, in accordance with the School Bond Law (collectively, the “Resolution”).

Payment of this obligation is secured under the provisions of the “New Jersey School Bond Reserve Act” in accordance with which an amount equal to 1 1/2% of the aggregate outstanding bonded indebtedness (but not to exceed the moneys available in the fund), of New Jersey counties, municipalities and school districts for school purposes as of September 15 of each year, is held within the State Fund for the Support of Free Public Schools as a school bond reserve pledged by law to secure payments of principal and interest due on such bonds in the event of the inability of the issuer to make payment.

The full faith, credit and taxing power of the School District are irrevocably pledged to the timely payment of principal of and interest on this Bond.

REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE TO FURTHER PROVISIONS OF THIS BOND SET FORTH ON THE REVERSE SIDE HEREOF, WHICH FURTHER PROVISIONS SHALL FOR ALL PURPOSES HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS IF FULLY SET FORTH IN THIS PLACE.

This Bond shall not be valid or become obligatory for any purpose unless the Paying Agent’s Authentication Certificate printed hereon is duly executed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE LAWNSIDE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, has caused this Bond to be executed in its name by the manual signature of the President of the Board and the official corporate seal to be hereunto imprinted, duly attested by the manual signature of the Secretary of the Board, all as of the 20th day of October, 2010.

LAWNSIDE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

By: 

[SEAL]
President, Board of Education

Attest:

  

Board Secretary

PAYING AGENT’S AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE

This Bond is one of the Bonds of the series designated herein.  Printed on the reverse side hereof is a complete text of the opinion of Duane Morris LLP, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a signed original of which is on file with the undersigned, delivered and dated on the date of the original delivery of and payment for the Bonds of said series.

___________________________________

By:   

Authorized Officer

Dated:

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
LAWNSIDE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT,
IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL BOND, SERIES 2010

The Bonds are being issued to fund or pay: (i) the construction of two pre-kindergarten classrooms; (ii) asphalt resurfacing; (iii) renovations related to building code and Americans with Disabilities Act compliance, including, but not limited to, access to the building, bathrooms and drinking fountains, the replacement of interior door hardware and renovation of the science lab; (iv) the replacement of mechanical HVAC systems; (v) the replacement of the electrical systems, including the security system, fire alarm system, low voltage system, clock systems, emergency lighting systems and corridor lighting systems; (vi) the replacement of single pane windows with energy efficient windows and acoustical ceiling replacements; (vii) the replacement of exterior doors and louvres; (viii) partial roof replacement; (ix) limited building envelope repair work; (x) installation of energy saving equipment; (xi) the completion of such work and improvements as may be necessary or desirable to make said renovations and improvements compatible with the existing facility; (xii) the acquisitions of furniture, fixtures and equipment for said renovations and improvements; and (xiii) the costs of issuance of the Bonds.

Neither the credit nor the taxing power of the Borough of Lawnside, the County of Camden, the State of New Jersey or any other political subdivision thereof is pledged to pay principal of or interest on the Bonds.

The Bonds maturing on or before September 1, 2020, are not subject to redemption prior to their stated maturities.  The Bonds maturing on or after September 1, 2021, are subject to redemption at the option of the School District prior to maturity and upon notice as hereinafter provided, as a whole or on any date on or after September 1, 2020, or in part on any interest payment date on or after September 1, 2020, in such order of maturity as decided by the School District at the redemption price equal to 100% of the principal amount to be redeemed, plus accrued interest thereon to the date fixed for redemption.

The School Bond Law provides that:  (i) the amount of principal of and interest on the Bond not provided to be paid in any other manner, falling due in any one year shall be included in the School District’s budget for such year and shall be separately certified by the secretary of the Board to the county board of taxation and the whole amount thereof shall be raised by special tax in the School District; and (ii) the Bonds shall be a lien upon the real estate situate in the School District, the personal estates of the inhabitants of the School District and the property of the School District, and such estates and property shall be liable for the payment thereof.

The School District, solely for the convenience of the holders of the Bonds, has caused CUSIP (Committee on Uniform Security Identification Procedures) numbers to be printed on the Bonds.  No representation is made as to the accuracy of said numbers either as printed on the Bonds or otherwise, and the School District shall have no liability of any sort with respect thereto.  Reliance with respect to the Bonds of this series may be placed only on the identification numbers prefixed “2010-__” printed thereon.

The School District and the Paying Agent may treat the person in whose name this Bond is registered as the absolute owner hereof for the purpose of receiving payment thereof and for all other purposes whatsoever, and shall not be affected by any notice to the contrary.

The Board covenants in the Resolution that: (i) it will not take any action, or fail to take any action, if any such action or failure to take action would adversely affect the exclusion from gross income of the holders of the Bonds of the interest thereon under Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”); (ii) it will not directly or indirectly use or permit the use of any proceeds of the Bonds or any other funds of the School District, or take or omit to take any action, that would cause the Bonds to be “arbitrage bonds” within the meaning of Section 148(a) of the Code; and (iii) it will comply with all requirements of Section 148 of the Code to the extent applicable to the Bonds and all proceeds thereof, including without limitation restricting the yield on the investment of any moneys in the manner and to the extent necessary to comply with said Code Section.  The Board further covenants in the Resolution that it shall pay or cause to be paid from time to time all amounts, if any, required to be rebated to the United States of America pursuant to Section 148(f) of the Code and any temporary, proposed or final Treasury Regulations as may from time to time be applicable to the Bonds.

No covenant or agreement contained in this Bond or the Resolution referred to above shall be deemed to be a covenant or agreement of any member, official, agent or employee of the Board or of the School District in his/her individual capacity, and no official executing this Bond shall be liable personally on this Bond or be subject to any personal liability by reason of the issuance of this Bond.

This Bond is transferable by registration of the transferee hereof on the registration books of the School District to be kept at-the principal corporate trust office of the Paying Agent, such registration to be noted hereon by the Paying Agent on behalf of the School District.  No transfer hereof shall be valid unless made on said books by the registered owner in person or by his/her duly authorized attorney or legal representative and similarly noted upon said books.  This Bond is transferable by the registered owner hereof or his duly authorized attorney at the principal corporate trust office of the Paying Agent, upon surrender of the Bond, accompanied by a duly executed instrument of transfer in form and with guaranty of signature satisfactory to the Paying Agent and upon payment by the registered owner of any taxes or other governmental charges incident to such transfer.  Upon such transfer, a new registered Bond of the same maturity, interest rate and in the same principal amount will be issued to the transferee.  The Bonds are issuable only in the form of registered bonds without coupons in the denominations of $5,000 and integral multiples thereof.

It is hereby confirmed that all acts, conditions and things required to exist, to happen or to be performed precedent to and in the issuance of this Bond or in the creation of the debt of which this Bond is evidence, exist, have happened and have been performed in regular and due form as required by law, that the debt of which this Bond is evidence is not in excess of any constitutional or statutory limitation.

The Bonds are issuable only in the form of registered bonds without coupons in the denominations of $5,000 and integral multiples thereof.  This Bond is transferable by the registered owner hereof or his/her duly authorized attorney at the principal corporate trust office of the Paying Agent, upon surrender of the Bond, accompanied by a duly executed instrument of transfer in form and with guaranty of signature satisfactory to the Paying Agent and upon payment by the registered owner of any taxes or other governmental charges incident to such transfer.  Upon such transfer, a new registered Bond of the same maturity and in the same aggregate principal amount will be issued to the transferee.

BOOK-ENTRY ONLY PROVISIONS

The provisions of the foregoing text notwithstanding, so long as the Bonds are registered in the name of The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York or any nominee thereof including, without limitation, Cede & Co. (“DTC”), the Paying Agent shall transfer (i) on each Interest Payment Date, the amount of interest due on each such date to DTC, and (ii) on each principal payment date, upon surrender of the Bonds maturing on such date, the amount of principal due on each such date to DTC, at the addresses provided in accordance with the Letter of Representations relating to the Bonds, delivered by the School District and the Paying Agent and accepted by DTC, which amounts so transferred, shall be, on the interest and principal payment date, at the principal office of DTC, either immediately available or “good funds next day”.  All payments made by the Paying Agent to DTC shall fully satisfy the School District’s obligations to pay principal of and interest on the Bonds to the extent of such payments, and no beneficial owner of any interest in any Bond registered in the name of DTC shall have any recourse against the School District hereunder for any failure by DTC or any direct or indirect participant therein to remit such payments to any beneficial owner of such Bonds.

ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, the undersigned hereby sells, assigns and transfers unto ___________________________ the within Bond and all rights thereunder, and hereby irrevocably constitutes and appoints
 __________________________attorney to transfer said Bond on the books of the within-named Paying Agent, with full power of substitution in the premises.

Dated:

NOTICE: 
The signature to this Assignment must correspond with the name as it appears upon the face of the within Bond in every particular, without alteration or enlargement or any change whatsoever.

Resolution #16-2011
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Amending Res. #31-2010 
that Resolution #16-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #17-2011

Resolution #17-2011
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Donica Venable,

Proposal Acceptance
that Resolution #17-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

(Exhibit A)

R E S O L U T I O N   #18-2011

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                         
  FROM    
 TO

11-999-100-565-00-00

Tuition – Regional Day School
$50,000

11-999-230-590-00-00

Other Purchased Services
1,000

11-999-100-565-00-SS

Tuition – County Special Services District

$50,000

11-999-230-339-00-00

Other Purch. Prof. Services
______
 _1,000


$51,000
$51,000
Resolution #18-2011
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Line item transfers 
that Resolution #18-2011 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Donica Venable,

Lawnside Fire Co.
that the Lawnside Volunteer Fire Co. be permitted to use the all purpose room and kitchen on Saturday, November 27, 2010 from 6:00 to 10:30 a.m. for a Breakfast fundraiser and Saturday, December 18, 2010 from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a Dinner fundraiser.   Motion carried; 6 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Stephen Smith,

HH Jr. High Basketball
that the Haddon Heights Athletic Department be permitted to use the gym on 1/10, 1/19 and 1/28/2011 from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. for Jr. High basketball practice.   

As the 21st Century Grant program utilizes the gym for their program, it was the consensus that the program director be asked if the requested dates and usage would interfere with the operation of their program.


The maker and seconder agreed to rescind their motions; the item is therefore tabled until next month.

LEF Flea Market -

Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Custodial Fee Waiver
that the fee for custodial services on November 13, 2010 for the Lawnside Education Foundation’s Flea Market be waived; fee to be absorbed by the Board of Education.  Motion carried; 5 yes, 1 abstention – Donica Venable.

Project Manager RFP
Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Stephen Smith,


that authorization be given to post the RFP to secure a project manager for the building improvement projects on the district website.  Motion carried; 6 yes. 

Secretary/Treasurer Reports

The Board Secretary indicated that no reports were available at this time.

Public Participation

Councilperson Mary Ann Wardlow asked what interest rate was given for the bonds.

The response was 3.616%.

Ms. Felicia Coles, 609 Hemmings Way, asked what is the hold up with the teachers’ contract.

Mr. Austin responded that serious talks didn’t begin until April, 2010; there was a delay during the budget appeal process as it would be difficult to have talks without knowing what is available to bargain with.  He stated that the Board is trying to make sound decisions while being conscientious of the financial climate of the community.  

Ms. Coles further commented on the need for regular communicate with the community not only at budget time.  Parents see that the teachers and Superintendent care about our kids and are doing a good job, but the rest of the community doesn’t know what is going on here.  Most parents are concerned; however, they may not be able to attend meetings; their absence isn’t an indicator of lack of interest.  Sufficient information must be put out so the public can make informed decisions.  Budgets fail when there is a lack of communication.  

Mr. Austin replied that the Board is working on ways to improve communications with the public`.  He also stated that tough years are ahead not only in Lawnside but also across the state and country.

Councilman Christopher Raines congratulated the Board on the accomplishments that are taking place in the district and urged them to continue to set goals.  He indicated that Council has hired a new administrator who is to begin work on November 1.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Donica Venable,               that the bills totaling $557,331.61 for the General Fund and $18,689.19 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Executive Session


Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Stephen Smith,

9:20 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss negotiations updates.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Stephen Smith,

9:45 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    6 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Donica Venable

Tiffany Banks

Michael Worlds

Stephen Smith

Dawn Wright-McLeod


     6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Mary Cross, Sabrina Forrest, Lovelle Kendall

Adjournment



Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Michael Worlds,

9:46 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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