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The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:01 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Qawi Austin. After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Donica Venable

Tiffany Banks

Michael Worlds

Stephen Smith

Dawn Wright-McLeod


6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Mary Cross, Sabrina Forrest, Lovelle Kendall

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Ronn Johnson, Vice Principal, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  

Mr. Austin announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

There was no public participation.

Minutes -



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Donica Venable,

4/1/2010 & 4/8/2010
that the minutes of April 1, 2010 and April 8, 2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes, 1 not voting – Dawn   Wright-McLeod.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski indicated that he has personnel issues for closed session.  He also reported that there is a negotiations meeting with LEA scheduled for Monday, May 17.

Superintendent’s Report

Presentations

Frank Radey, District Architect, spoke about the projects that will be undertaken because the bond referendum was approved.  He gave an overview of the scope of the work that will be completed.  He provided a project schedule for the addition and renovations.  It is estimated that all work will be finished in the fall of 2011.

Board Member Lovelle Kendall and Mary Cross entered at 7:16 p.m. and 7:22 p.m. respectively, making 8 present, 1 absent.

Bob Stewart, District Auditor, spoke about the tax impact the approved referendum will have on the taxpayers.  The public is funding $2.9 million; the life of the bond is 17 years.  Using $80,000 as the average property value, the tax impact will be approximately $92 per year for the life of the bond.  The estimated interest rate used in the calculations is 4.75; if the interest rate comes in less, the tax impact will decrease slightly.

Ms. Merlino recognized the following individuals/organizations for the monthly Spotlight:

Scholar Spotlight – Rayneal Wilson  – March

                            Kaya McKiver – April

Athlete of the Month – Nysier Slaughter  – March

                  

 Ayanna Wright – April




 Kailah Johnson – April 

Friend of Education – SJ Radiology – March

                               Metropolitan Carpeting - April

Classroom Spotlight – Grade 2 (Ms. Smith & Ms. Williams) – March

                                Grade 1 (Ms. Dobias & Ms. Greer) - April

                                Read 180 Room (Mr. Johnson & Ms. Fatimah)

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· Commendations to Teachers and Staff from week of May 3 – 7, 2010, National Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week

· Lawnside School District selected as a 2010 Title I School Rewards Grant Recipient of $100,000

· Lawnside School District identified as an Effective Practice Conference Showcase School

· Lawnside School District selected as a 2010 Peer Review School

· Camden County Professional Development Board approves the district’s 2010-2011 PD Plan

· 2010-2011 School District Calendar and new School Board Election Date

· Requirement for Full Day Kindergarten

· Commissioner Bret Schundler to speak at Glassboro High School May 22 at 9:30 a.m.

· Camden County AVA Commission closing as of June 30, 2010

· 2010-2011 State Assessment Schedule

· Race to the Top Round Application Meeing to be held May 10, 2010

· Certificate of Appreciation, UNICEF for contributions for Haitian Relief (Ms. Webb’s class)

· Sharice Toliver, Grade 6, Finalist, representing the district in the COW (Changing Our World) Project

· Youth Leadership Summit Students – Kieran Mattis and Aunye’ Jones 

Recommendations

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that the Board approve the Grace Temple Community Development Corporation Memorandum of Understanding to Adopt Lawnside School District, effective September 2010.

2. It is recommended that the Board approve Dr. JoAnn Manning, Educational Surrogate be  paid for services rendered for K.S. in an amount not to exceed $1,000.  

3. It is recommended that the Board approve the district’s submission of a Learn and Serve America School-Based Program grant application to the state department of education to fund student community service programs for grades 6 – 8 for 2010-2011 in the amount of $14,000, starting September 1, 2010 and ending August 31, 2011, with continuing funding for 2011-2012 in the amount of $14,000 if the first year grant is successful.

4. It is recommended that the Board approve Student #06-014’s return to school without restrictions in accordance with documentation by his physician.

5. It is recommended that the Board approve the NJ School Boards Association template for evaluation of the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary position.

6. It is recommended that Student #10-003 be placed on homebound instruction until June 23, 2010 or an alternative placement can be made.

7. It is recommended that the following fundraisers be approved, proceeds to benefit the 2010 June Jamboree.

	· Movie Night

	· Open Gym


Management -



Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Items #1 – 7
that Management Recommendations #1 – 7 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the Board approve a Parent-Teacher Association modified Dress-Down Day fundraiser to be conducted each Friday in May and through June 4, 2010 to raise monies for the kindergarten promotion and 8th grade graduation activities.

2. It is recommended that the Board approve the following field trips for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	7th & 8th 
	The Ocean Institute at Sandy Hook
	6/11/2010
	Bus
	$15 per student

	3rd & 4th 
	Cape May Zoo
	6/16/2010
	Bus
	$15 per student


Student Activities
Motion by Michael Worlds, seconded by Donica Venable,

Items #1 – 2 
that the Student Activities Recommendations #1 – 2 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that Mr. Gary Case, Head Custodian, be placed on extended medical leave for pre-surgery and surgery procedures from May 7 – July 2, 2010.

2. It is recommended that Ms. Niphon Kirk be approved as a Language Arts teacher and Mathematics teacher for special education students at a rate of $35 per hour, 4 hours per day (June 25, 28, 29 and 30).  Funded through IDEA

Personnel
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Donica Venable,

Items #1 – 2 
that the Personnel Recommendations #1 – 2 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

There was no Correspondence.

Old Business

There was a discussion regarding Committee assignments; the President will finalize assignments with input from the membership.  

Mr. Austin would like to schedule a Board retreat during the month of July.  He indicated that the retreats were held on a weekend; the first session on Friday evening and the second session on Saturday, concluding early afternoon.  The dates to be considered are July 16-17, 23-24 or 30-31.  Sessions are facilitated by NJSBA.

Mr. Smith advised that the Superintendent evaluation cannot be accomplished on-line; paper documents must be completed and submitted.

Committee Reports

Policy – Mr. Smith

Committee has not met; will be reviewing several series to be presented to the Board for consideration.

Haddon Heights – Mr. Smith

There are two new members on the Board.  Lisa Long continues to serve as President; Becky Kitchmeyer elected Vice President.  Mike Adams, presently Superintendent in Clementon, will be the Haddon Heights Superintendent effective July 1.

Mr. Smith spoke of the tragedy that occurred in the Lion’s Gate development recently.  He indicated that the family should be kept in our thoughts.

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #54-2010

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT 

                           
  FROM    
 TO

11-999-262-520-00-00

Insurance
$7,672

11-999-262-620-00-00

Energy – Heat & Electricity

$7,672

Resolution #54-2010
Motion by Dawn Wright-McLeod, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Line Item Transfers 
that Resolution #54-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #55-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside authorizes attendance at the listed training sessions for the named individuals:

	Name
	Date(s)
	Program
	Cost

	Tiffany Banks
	6/12/2010
	New Board Member Orientation
	None


Resolution #55-2010
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Training Approval 
that Resolution #55-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Lawnside Music Studio
that the Lawnside Music Studio be permitted to use the school on July 17 and July 24, 2010 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. for concerts.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports 

The Secretary reports as of March 31, 2010:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$403,306.61

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-403,714.61

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   5,935.41

Total Cash in Bank

$   5,527.41

The Treasurer reports as of March 31, 2010:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$403,306.61

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-403,714.61

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   5,935.41

Total Ending Cash Balance

$   5,527.41

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of March 31, 2010, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the periods ending March 31, 2010 be received.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #56-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of March 31, 2010 no budgetary line item account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #56-2010
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Donica Venable,                that Resolution #56-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Donica Venable,               that the bills for the month of May totaling $584,273.69 for the General Fund and $15,970.68 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Dr. Montgomery advised that a Read 180 presentation could be scheduled for the June meeting.  She also indicated Dr. T. Johnson, Mr. Sandowich and staff from the Haddon Heights guidance department will meet with 8th graders and their parents on June 6.  She also announced that the June Jamboree will be held on June 11.

There was no public participation.

Executive Session


Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

8:53 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Donica Venable, seconded by Stephen Smith,

9:23 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    8 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:23 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:






Qawi Austin

Stephen Smith


Tiffany Banks

Donica Venable

Mary Cross

Mchael Worlds

Lovelle Kendall
Dawn Wright-McLeod



     8 present, 1 absent

Absent:  Sabrina Forrest

Mr. Austin asked every to review their calendars so that the date for the Board retreat can be set.  He requested each member provide at least one topic that they would like to have discussed during the sessions.

Adjournment



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Dawn Wright-McLeod,

9:28 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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