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A Special Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:25 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Anthony Bland presided. The following members answered present to the roll call:












Qawi Austin

Sabrina Forrest


Tiffany Banks

Michael Worlds

Anthony Bland




5 present, 4 absent

Absent:  Mary Cross, Lovelle Kendall, Diane Raysor, Stephen Smith

Also present were Ronn Johnson, Vice Principal, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  

Mr. Bland thanked the public for passing the budget and the referendum. 

Public Participation

Mr. Doug Brotherton commented about the superintendent search; he stated that Dr. Johnson is qualified and should be appointed to the position; he knows the district; he had a good rapport with the students.

Mrs. Barbara Fisher, 229 Independence Blvd.; asked what the cost of the bond would be to the community.

Mr. Bland responded that the architect and auditor would be available at the next meeting to give detailed information regarding this issue.

Board Member Lovelle Kendall entered at 7:30 p.m., making 6 present; 3 absent.

Ms. Jacqueline Bell questioned the need for $2.9 million from the taxpayers to upgrade the school.

Mr. Bland explained that the upgrades will make the building more efficient; the district will save money in the long run.

Councilperson Willa Coletrane congratulated the Board on the budget passing; she stated she was a little confused with the ballot; the names of the candidates were not in alphabetical order; she asked about the placement on the ballot.

The Board Secretary explained the drawing for position procedure that is followed in the district.

Ms. Virginia Culver, Silk Street; asked if adding the new rooms will make it possible to bring students back to the district.

Mr. Bland responded that could be a future option; but the required resources would have to be available for any student that returns to the district.

Ms. Debbie DeAbreau asked if it were too late to participate on the superintendent search committee.

Ms. DeAbreau was referred to Ms. Banks, the search committee chairperson. 

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski stated he had an item for closed session.

Superintendent’s Report 

(Dr. Johnson presented the report due to the absence of Dr. Montgomery)

Discussion

· Compensatory Services – services due special education students to be delivered the last week of school

· Special Education Program (Tuition Students) – developing programs within the district

Recommendations

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that the following positions be approved for posting.  (Funding through IDEA)


Special Education

Language Arts Teacher (1)


Mathematics Teacher (1)

2. It is recommended that the 2010-2013 Technology Plan be approved for submission to the county office.

Management -



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Items #1 – 2
that Management Recommendations #1 – 2 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.  

Board Member Stephen Smith entered at 7:50 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that the following substitute teacher be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.  

	Jennifer Agyekum
	$75.00 per day


Personnel 
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,


that the Personnel Recommendation be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes, 1 not voting – Stephen Smith.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following field trip be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	Pre-K & K
	Storybook Land
	5/26/2010
	Bus
	$25.00


2. It is recommended that the kindergarten classes conduct a flower fundraiser from April 28, 2010 – May 5, 2010 at a cost of $5.00 per flower arrangement.  (Assorted flowers to be delivered on May 7, 2010)

3. It is recommended that the following student be approved for out-of-district placement for the remainder of the 2010 school year.

	Student
	Placement
	Yearly Tuition
	Transportation

	10-003
	Castle Academy
	$2,000.00
	$60.00 per diem


Student Activities
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #1 – 2 
that the Student Activities Recommendation #1 – 2 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

New Business

Facilities Use -
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Michael Worlds,

Masjid Freehaven
that Masjid Freehaven be permitted to use the all purpose room on July 10, 2010 from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. to conduct their annual festival.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Public Participation

Annie Buie; asked why two additional rooms are needed when there are only 250-260 students in the school.

Mr. Bland explained that adding the rooms would allow the district to reinstate preK and also develop other programs and attract students from other districts on a tuition basis.

Councilperson Coletrane stated that the community wants to improve the school; however, she has received calls regarding the referendum; people were not aware that by voting yes it would mean their taxes would go up.

Mr. Bland asked the public to focus on the district’s successes.  The art produced by our students and displayed at the Art Show was outstanding; passing the referendum was amazing; we are now are high performing school, no longer categorized as a school in need of improvement; congratu-lations are warranted because we are doing good things.

Mr. Worlds commented that he is confused as to what the community wants.

Ms. Coletrane stated that 55% of our community is made up of senior citizens; they complain that taxes are already too high; they simply can’t afford to pay more.  They want the best for the children but they want to keep their homes.  The senior citizens did not know that the referendum would create an additional tax.  

Mr. Bland commented that securing more ratables in the community would help this situation.

Mr. Smith stated that during the community walks and visits to the senior center, concerns were expressed regarding taxes.  However, the school should be looked at as an asset for the community.

Ms. Coletrane remarked that we are living in difficult times.  For the past three years, there has been $500,000 in delinquent taxes in the Borough; some people just don’t have the money to pay what is due.

Mrs. DeAbreau asked if the teaching staff would have a contract before the end of the year.

Mr. Haciski stated that everything is being done to get a settlement; the necessary documents will be exchanged shortly.

Mr. Bland commented that the R.O.D. grant was a once in a lifetime opportunity for the district.  Passage of the referendum positively defends the existence of the district.

Ms. Forrest reminded everyone that if consolidation takes place, we will also have to share the debt of the other districts with which we merge.

Ms. Ann Bull asked if the agenda could contain more information. 

Executive Session


Motion by Tffany Banks, seconded by Qawi Austin,

8:40 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss personnel and student issues.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Qawi Austin,

9:23 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    7 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:23 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:






Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall


Tiffany Banks

Stephen Smith

Anthony Bland

Michael Worlds

Sabrina Forrest




7 present, 2 absent

Absent:  Mary Cross, Diane Raysor

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

3. It is recommended that the following student be approved for out-of-district placement for the remainder of the 2009-2010 school year.

	Student
	Placement
	Yearly Tuition
	Transportation

	10-003
	Castle Academy
	$2,000.00
	$60.00 per diem


Student Activities
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Item #3 
that the Student Activities Recommendation #3 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

The Board Secretary reported that requests for transportation quotes to Castle Academy were faxed to the following bus companies:

	CT Caring
	Holcomb

	DCJ
	First Student

	Enroute
	McGough

	First Student
	Safety

	Hillman
	T & L


DCJ Transportation was the only company responding with a quote; their quote was $60 per diem.

Transportation 
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Qawi Austin,                that Route L4 to Castle Academy be awarded to DCJ Transportation at a cost of $60 per diem commencing April 26, 2010 through the end of the 2009-2010 school year.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

As no additional formal action needed to occur, the Work Session portion of the meeting began at 9:30 p.m.

Items discussed included:

· Use of Title I $100,000 to offset budget cuts

· Letter from Magnolia Superintendent re: shared services for Superintendent

· Tuition students in our special education self-contained classes to generate revenue; ESC’s use of our facility for one of their programs

· Superintendent search committee membership

· Review of search committee projected calendar of significant dates

Adjournment



Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

10:25 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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