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The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:35 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Anthony Bland presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall

Tiffany Banks

Stephen Smith

Anthony Bland

Michael Worlds

Mary Cross



7 present, 2 absent

Absent:  Sabrina Forrest, Diane Raysor

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

Mr. Bland announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

Mr. Bland spoke about Governor-Elect Christie’s Commissioner of Education appointee, Bret Schundler.  Mr. Schundler was a previous gubernatorial candidate and the mayor of Jersey City.  Additionally, Mr. Bland commented on the devastation in Haiti.

Public Participation

Mr. Morris L. Smith, introduced himself as a former member of the Lawnside Board of Education who served for 16 years, 14 of those years as President.  Mr. Smith stated that on April 9, 1968, five days after Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated, he called a special meeting at 1:00 p.m.; six of the nine board members attended.  The purpose of the meeting was to adopt a Resolution to send to the King Family and to proclaim January 15th a legal school holiday.  The Lawnside School District was the first governing body in the nation to take this action to honor Dr. King’s memory.  Mr. Smith presented a framed collection of documents to be displayed in the school that memorialized the Board’s actions following this tragedy.  One of the documents included in the collection was an acknowledgment from Mrs. Coretta Scott King.

Board Member Sabrina Forrest entered at 7:48 p.m., making 8 present, 1 absent.

Minutes -



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Mary Cross,

12/10/2009
that the minutes of December 10, 2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski reported he had nothing at this time but one item for Executive Session.

Superintendent’s Report

Presentations

· Dr. Montgomery recognized the following individuals/organizations for the December Spotlight

Friend of Education – Borough Council, Borough of Lawnside

     (snow removal from school grounds, streets and sidewalks)

Scholar Spotlight – Tyriek Cannon (4th Grade) 

Athletes of the Month – Sydney Davis and Latina Coard

Support Staff Spotlight – Ms. Grimm & Ms. Harris, Student Personnel Services 

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· In-Service Day and Evening Presentation on 1/15

Dr. Montgomery recognized Dr. Ronn Johnson for obtaining his doctorate and for organizing the 1/15 evening presentation.

· Race to the Top Application submitted

· Plans for Passing the 2010-2011 Budget must start now

· Areas for Shared Services must be identified now or budget may be redlined

· Plans for Use of R.O.D. Grant

· Invite-a-Parent to Lunch Day – approximately 25 parents participated

· Snow Removal – safety of the children is the district’s priority; parents/citizens need to shovel their sidewalks so students don’t have to walk in the street 

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that the following Substitute Teachers be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.  (Pending County Approval and Criminal History Review)

	Name
	Salary

	Nicole Morgan-Lewis
	$80.00 per day

	Amy Taft
	$80.00 per day

	Alex Fisher
	$75.00 per day

	John Langford
	$75.00 per day


2. It is recommended that the Ms. Shana Smith be appointed as Speech Language Specialist, effective February 1, 2010 at the salary of $25,750, Step 3 on the salary guide, pro-rated for the balance of the 2009-2010 school year.  Ms. Smith will be working part-time, 2.0 days per week.  IDEA monies will be used.
3. It is recommended that the district advertise for two cafeteria/playground aides to replace the aides previously employed with the district using One Stop monies; these monies which were extended from summer ARRA monies through to January have ended.

4. It is recommended that Ms. Nandi Walker be appointed Art Teacher, effective February 1, 2010 at the salary of $48,500, Step 1 on the salary guide, pro-rated for the balance of the 2009-2010 school year.

Personnel 
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Items #1 – 4
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 4  be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes for Items 1, 3 and 4; Mr. Smith abstained on Item 2; motion carried; 7 yes, 1 not voting.

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that Ms. Paula Davis’ salary be adjusted to reflect a change from BA +20 to MA at a salary of $61,400 per year effective February 1, 2010.

2. It is recommended that the 2009-2010 calendar be revised so that the March 5, 2010 In-Service Day be held March 30, 2010.  This revision is made to allow the state facilitator for Professional Learning Communities, Mr. Stephen Barkley, to provide professional develop-ment in PLC implementation for the entire staff.  Lawnside School is one of only 33 schools statewide selected by the state department of education to participate in this state program.

3. It is recommended that the following workshops for the 2009-2010 school year be approved.

	Staff Member
	Date
	Description
	Cost

	Christina Leon
	1/12/2010
	NJ ASK Strategies 5-8; College of Professional & Continuing Education at Rowan University
	$125

	Susan Swiatocha
	1/15/2010
	NJ ASK Strategies 3-4; College of Professional & Continuing Education at Rowan University
	$125

	The above workshops are NCLB, Title I, Part A funded


Management -



Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #1 –3
that Management Recommendations #1 –3 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following 8th grade activities be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	8th
	Split Rock Resorts,  Poconos
	5/14 & 5/15/2010
	Bus
	$125

	8th
	Spirit of Philadelphia
	6/3/2010
	Bus
	$75


Student Activities
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,


that the Student Activities Recommendation be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Correspondence

1. HHBOE minutes – 10/13/2009, 11/10/2009 & 12/8/2009 

Old Business

Mr. Bland reported on the meeting of executive officers and administrators of Barrington, Haddon Heights and Lawnside called by the Executive County Superintendent. 

Committee Reports

Facilities, Finance & Personnel – Mr. Austin

Committee will meet next week; responsibilities will be divided; planning meeting scheduled for 1/28

Haddon Heights, Policy & Community Relations – Mr. Smith

Dr. Hacker is resigning from the position of Haddon Heights Superintendent as of 2/19; an interim will be hired for the remainder of the school year; NJSBA will assist with the Superintendent search.  

Policy & Community Relations Committee will meet prior to the start of monthly meetings.  The NJSBA web site will be used as a resource for updating policies. 

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #24-2010

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                          
  FROM    
 TO

11-110-100-101-00-RG

Salaries – Kindergarten Teachers
$ 3,000

11-120-100-101-00-RG

Salaries – Teachers Gr. 1 – 5  
5,000

11-130-100-101-00-RG

Salaries – Teachers Gr. 6 – 8
2,000

11-190-100-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
456

11-204-100-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
1,104

11-230-100-106-00-00

Basic Skills – Other Instructional Sals.
6,750

11-999-213-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
1,104

11-999-219-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
1,104

11-999-221-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
1,104

11-999-222-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
1,104

11-999-260-260-00-00

Workers’ Compensation
274

11-110-100-101-00-SB



Substitutes – Kindergarten

$ 3,000

11-120-100-101-00-SB

Substitutes – Grades 1-5

5,000

11-130-100-101-00-SB

Substitutes – Grades 6 – 8 

2,000

11-190-100-270-00-00

Health Benefits

6,250

11-190-100-610-00-00

Teaching Supplies
______
_ 6,750


$23,000
$23,000
Resolution #24-2010
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,


that Resolution #24-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Tax Anticipation Note Rate -
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Susquehanna Bank
that the proposal from Susquehanna Bank to secure a tax anticipation note in the amount of $390,000 at a rate of 2.9997% be accepted.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #25-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside authorizes attendance at the listed training sessions for the named individuals:

	Name
	Date(s)
	Program
	Cost

	Qawi Austin
	
	Governance I: NJQSAC

Web-Based
	$50

	Patricia Montgomery
	1/29/2010
	Public Relations Forum:

Passing Your Budget
	$70

	Diane Raysor
	1/29/2010
	Public Relations Forum:

Passing Your Budget
	$70

	Qawi Austin
	1/29/2010
	Public Relations Forum:

Passing Your Budget
	$70


Resolution #25-2010 

Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Mary Cross,

Workshop Approval
that Resolution #20-2010 be approved.  Motion carried;           7 yes.

The Board Secretary advised that the Camden County Educational Services Commission has provided the following report outlining the result of emergency exit drills for the routes on which our students are transported.

	Drill Date
	Time
	School
	Location
	Route /Bus Co.
	Drill Supervisor

	12/1/2009
	8:50 am
	Brookfield Academy
	School
	785/Enroute
	

	11/10/2009
	8:45 am
	Gibbsboro Elementary
	School
	990/First Student
	P. Lobarbera

	
	
	Kingsway Learning Center
	School
	899/First Student
	Refused to sign off

	11/17/2009
	8:55 am
	Regional Day School
	School
	709/First Student
	M. Whitaker

	11/17/2009
	8:35 am
	Regional Day School
	School
	856/McGough
	J. Jones

	10/20/2009
	8:15 am
	Durand Academy
	School
	638/T&L Transportation
	C. Irwin

	11/10/2009
	7:50 am
	Garfield Park Academy
	School
	636/T&L Transportation
	C. Irwin

	11/17/2009
	8:30 am
	St. John of God
	School
	671/T&L Transportation
	C. Irwin

	11/18/2009
	9:05 am
	Bancroft
	School
	679/W. Berlin Bus
	J. Murphy

	11/18/2009
	8:33 am
	Bancroft
	School
	807/W. Berlin Bus
	J. Murphy

	10/21/2009
	8:30 am
	Hampton Academy
	School
	727/W. Berlin Bus
	R. Train


Bus Evacuation Drills   

Motion by Michael Worlds, seconded by Stephen Smith,


that report of School Bus Emergency Evacuation Drills provided by the Camden County Educational Services Commission be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Facilities Use Requests
Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Stephen Smith,              that the following facilities use requests be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Organization
	Date(s)
	Time
	Activity

	Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
	3/20/2010
	10:00 am – 4:00 pm
	Annual Hat Show

	Mt. Zion Kresson
	3/27/2010
	11:00 am – 6:00 pm
	Fashion Show

	Lawnside Historical Society
	4/24/2010
	11:00 am – 4:00 pm
	Jessie Redmond Fauset Day

	Lawnside Youth Basketball
	1/19 – 3/31/2010:

Mondays & Fridays

Tuesdays & Thursdays
	4:00 – 6:00 pm

8:00 – 9:00 pm
	Basketball Practice



Motion carried; 8 yes.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports 

The Secretary reports as of September 30, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$ 79,049.05

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-128,160.33

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   8,532.84

Total Cash in Bank

-$48,578.44

The Treasurer reports as of September 30, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$ 79,049.05

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-128,160.33

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   8,532.84

Total Ending Cash Balance

-$48,578.44

The Secretary reports as of October 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$180,885.41

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-148,028.26

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   8,532.84

Total Cash in Bank

$ 41,389.99

The Treasurer reports as of October 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$180,885.41

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-148,028.26

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   8,532.84

Total Ending Cash Balance

$ 41,389.99

The Secretary reports as of November 30, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$660,815.38

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-244,631.94

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   8,532.84

Total Cash in Bank

$424,716.28

The Treasurer reports as of November 30, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$660,815.38

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-244,631.94

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   8,532.84

Total Ending Cash Balance

$424,716.28

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of November 30, 2009, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Stephen Smith, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the periods ending September 30, October 31, and November 30, 2009 be received.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #26-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of November 30, 2009 no budgetary line item account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #26-2010
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,                that Resolution #4-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Michael Worlds, seconded by Mary Cross,               that the bills for the month of January totaling $60,168.42 for the General Fund and $16,497.36 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Public Participation

Councilperson Coletrane; asked that everyone remember the victims of the earthquake in Haiti; they desperately need our help.

Dr. Montgomery indicated that a Coin Drop has been approved and the proceeds will go to the Haitian relief efforts.

Executive Session


Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

9:20 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation, update on negotiations and a litigation matter.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

9:00 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    7 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:46 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:






Qawi Austin

Sabrina Forrest


Tiffany Banks

Lovelle Kendall

Anthony Bland

Stephen Smith

Mary Cross

Michael Worlds


8 present, 1 absent

Absent:  Diane Raysor

Adjournment



Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Mary Cross,

9:50 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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