Minutes – November 12, 2009

Minutes – November 12, 2009


The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:45 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Anthony Bland presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Tiffany Banks

Diane Raysor


Anthony Bland

Stephen Smith

Mary Cross

Michael Worlds

Lovelle Kendall



7 present, 2 absent

Absent:  Qawi Austin, Sabrina Forrest

Also present were Ronn Johnson, Vice Principal, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

Mr. Bland announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

There was no public participation.

Minutes -



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Diane Raysor,

9/10 & 10/8/2009
that the minutes of September 10, 2009 and October 8, 2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 4 yes, 3 not voting – Mary Cross, Lovelle Kendall, Diane Raysor.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski commented on drafting proposed language for the anticipated bond referendum; decision needs to be made on when the referendum will be held.
Superintendent’s Report

(Mr. Johnson presented the report in Dr. Montgomery’s absence.)

Presentations

Mr. Johnson advised that the Student Personnel/Special Education Presentation is postponed until the December meeting.

· Mrs. Williams and Ms. K. Smith recognized the following individuals/organizations for the October Spotlight

Scholar of the Month – Keyona Burrell (Grade 1)

Athlete of the Month – Tariq Miller

Classroom Spotlight – 7th Grade 

    Mr. Stanard – students finished FOSS module called Physics of Sound

    Ms. Higgs – students “visited” a cave from Paleolithic Times

Support Staff Spotlight – Ms. Rosner

Friend of Education – Mt. Zion United Methodist Church

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· Fall CAPA Report Summary

· Shared Services Meeting with Executive County Superintendent, Presidents, Vice Presidents and Administrators of the Barrington, Lawnside and Haddon Heights on 11/30 at 7:30 p.m.

· Shared H1N1 Vaccination Program with Magnolia School District on 12/1, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Magnolia Public School

· NJQSAC Monitoring – 12/7; Governance will be monitored

· Proposal by Grace Temple Baptist Church to conduct an after-school program for students in grades K-8 at LPS from January – May, 2010, 3:15 – 6:00 p.m. daily.  Volunteers from the church will implement the program.  Facility use issues and charges to be determined.

· Proposal from Donte Walker, parent, to conduct an after-school club on Financial Literacy for students in grades 7 – 8, beginning January 2010, after surveying student and parent interest during the month of November 2009. 

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that Dr. JoAnne B. Manning be appointed as the Educational Advocate for student #03008 as mandated by the Administrative Law Judge at the rate of $200 per day, not to exceed 5 days, funded through IDEA funds.

2. It is recommended that the following substitute teachers be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.  (Pending criminal history review)
	Name
	Salary

	Ruth King
	$80.00 per day

	Daniel Massey
	$80.00 per day

	Jamie Swain
	$80.00 per day


3. It is recommended that the following be approved as homebound instructors for the 2009-2010 school year at a rate of $35.00 per hour.

· Nancy Boyle

· Nancy Debreceni

· Niphon Kirk

4. It is recommended that the retirement of Ms. Carol Curtis be changed to become effective November 30, 2009; Ms. Curtis’s retirement date had previously been approved as of December 31, 2009.

5. It is recommended that the leave of absence of Ms. Alicia Hussey, originally scheduled to end on November 30, 2009 now be changed to end November 13, 2009.  Ms. Hussey will be appointed to the position of kindergarten teacher effective November 16, 2009.



6. It is recommended that Ms. Kim Smith be appointed to the position of 2nd grade teacher for the 2009-2010 school year effective December 1, 2009, salary to be prorated based on Step 1 or $48,500 per year.

7. It is recommended that that Mr. Mark Gordon be appointed as Technology Coordinator/ Computer Education Teacher for the 2009-2010 school year, salary to be prorated for the balance of the year based at a salary of $60,000 per year effective November 16, 2009.

8. It is recommended that Mr. Kevin Rigby be appointed as full-time music teacher for the 2009-2010 school year, effective December 14, 2009 salary to be prorated for the balance of the year based on Step 1 or $48,500 per year effective December 14, 2009. 

9. It is recommended that Ms. Susan Swiatocha’s letter to be removed as substitute acting administrator be approved effective immediately.

Personnel 
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Mary Cross,

Items #1 – 6 & 8 – 9 
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 6 and 8 – 9  be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Personnel 
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Diane Raysor,

Item #7 
that Personnel Recommendation #7 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

MANAGEMENT

1. It is recommended that the revised 2009-2010 calendar be approved to include Veterans Day (November 11, 2009) and Lincoln’s Birthday (February 12, 2010) as additional school closure days for both teachers and students, and extending the calendar to June 21 as the last day for students and June 22 as the last day for teachers.

2. It is recommended the following resolution for Lawnside School District in conjunction with the Magnolia School District to serve as an immunization site be approved:

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services has allocated funds from CDC for Public Health Emergency Response in Camden County so that the Camden County Health Department can provide an accelerated voluntary vaccination campaign for H1N1 Pandemic Influenza; and, 

WHEREAS, vaccination is the best way to protect the population from this potentially serious disease and the Camden County Health Department is currently making plans to immunize the targeted populations as designated by CDC, particularly children, pregnant women, health care workers and certain age individuals with underlying conditions in the first phase; and

WHEREAS, vaccinating children (and other groups) at school can help meet the demands for convenient, timely vaccination while decreasing the burden on local health care providers who may be busy treating those infected with 2009 H1N1 and/or seasonal influenza; and

WHEREAS, the School Based Vaccination Program is voluntary and provides vaccine free of charge to students and other persons in the indicated groups and the Camden County Health Department is committed to a School Based Voluntary Vaccination Program; and

WHEREAS, the School Based Vaccination Program can decrease the financial burden on parents and guardians and also decrease time away from work for those parents and guardians; and

WHEREAS, the Health Department will provide Licensed Vaccinators to accomplish this task in school, during school hours and has developed a template clinic plan, supporting documents, provided training to school nurses and school superintendents in support of the vaccination program; now, therefore, the Board resolves as follows:

To partner with and support the Camden County Health Department for successful delivery of the School Based Vaccination Program; and,

To dedicate clinic time, space, staff and supplies to support the Camden County Health Department for successful delivery of the School Based Vaccination Program.

3. It is recommended that the contract with the Regional Enrichment and Learning Center (REAL), Stay on Top Tutoring Services, Inc. and Huntington Learning Center for Supplemental Educational Services for the 2009-2010 school year be approved (maximum amount per pupil $1,832 funded through NCLB Title I A.

	REAL
	14 students

	Stay on Top Tutoring
	1 student

	Huntington Learning Centers
	1 student


4. It is recommended that the Regional Enrichment and Learning Center (REAL) be approved as the on-site Supplemental Educational Services (SES) Provider.

5. It is recommended that the Haddonfield Board of Education Reading Recovery Continuing Contract for Professional Development for 2009-2010 be approved.

Cost - $750.00 per teacher – Ms. Susan Swiatocha

6. It is recommended that Interactive Kids be approved to provide behavioral services for the 2009-2010 school year.  (IDEA-ARRA funding)




   Fee for service - $575.00 per day, 2 days per week

7. It is recommended that the Nursing Services Plan be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

Management -



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #3 –5 & 7
that Management Recommendations #3 – 5 & 7 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.  

Management -



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Item #1
that Management Recommendation #1 be approved.  Motion lost; 3 yes; 4 no – Tiffany Banks, Anthony Bland, Mary Cross, Michael Worlds.  

Mr. Bland asked that the record reflect that even though a telephone poll was conducted of the Board on this issue; it was improper because this was not an emergency situation.  He also stated that parents were not given ample notice of the intended November 11 calendar revision.

Management -



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Michael Worlds,

Item #2
that Management Recommendation #2 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.  

Management -



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Mary Cross,

Item #6
that Management Recommendation #6 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following field trip be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	8th
	Camden County Technical School
	1/5 – 1/8/10
	Bus
	N/A


2. It is recommended that the following out-of-district placement be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Student
	Placement
	Yearly Tuition
	ESY

	#08001
	Bankbridge School
	$33,420
	$4,500


3. It is recommended that Student #00002l be placed on homebound instruction effective 11/18/2009 and continue until acceptance in an appropriate alternative placement.

Student Activities
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #1 – 3 
that Student Activities Recommendations #1 – 3 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Correspondence

1. HHBOE – Minutes – 9/8/2009 

2. Letter from Commissioner Lucille Davy re:  Application for Restoration

Mr. Bland shared that as a result of the Department of Education’s review of the district’s budget appeal, the Commissioner of Education has determined that $390,000 of the $410,000 tax levy cut by the municipality is restored.  Even though the district was restored most of the appeal requested, the DOE identified efficiency concerns such as spending over adequacy, decreasing enrollment and small class size.  The current school funding formula is not designed to support small school districts; model districts are K-12 and serve 5,000 students.  

Old Business

Board Member Smith indicated that consideration should be given to revisiting the facilities use policy and possibly waiving fees in the interim.  This topic can be discussed when the retreat is held.  He commented on the postponement of the Community Walk; materials are ready to be share with the community; new date(s) need to be established.

There were no Committee Reports.

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #14-2010

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                              
  FROM    
 TO

11-190-100-270-00-00

Health Benefits
$6,250

11-190-100-290-00-00

Other Employee Benefits

$6,250

Resolution #14-2010
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Line item transfers
that Resolution #14-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #15-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside authorizes attendance at the listed NJSBA/NJASBO sponsored events for the named individuals:

	Name
	Date(s)
	Program
	Cost

	Tiffany Banks
	1/9/2010
	New Board Member Orientation

Williamstown, NJ
	No Cost

	Theresa Tutt
	12/9/2009
	State Aid & Budget Preparation

Mt. Laurel, NJ
	$100.00


Resolution #15-2010 -
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Michael Worlds,

Workshop Authorization
that Resolution #15-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #16-2010

WHEREAS, the Department of Education requires New Jersey School Districts to submit 

three-year maintenance plans documenting required maintenance activities for each of its 

public school facilities, and

WHEREAS, the maintenance activities listed in the attached document for the Lawnside School District are consistent with these requirements, and

WHEREAS, all activities listed are reasonable to keep school facilities open and safe,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lawnside Board of Education hereby authorizes submission of the attached Comprehensive Maintenance Plan for the Lawnside School District  in compliance with Department of Education requirements.

Resolution #16-2010 

Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Attachment A
that Resolution #16-2010 be approved.  Motion carried;           7 yes.

Facilities Use Requests


	Organization
	Date(s)
	Time
	Activity

	Lawnside Youth Basketball
	Monday, Wednesday, Friday

11/10/2009 – 4/1/2010
	6:00 – 9:00 pm
	Basketball Program

	Lawnside Track-n-Field
	Tuesday, Thursday

1/4 – 5/30/2009
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	Track Practice


Lawnside Youth Basketball
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Stephen Smith,            that Lawnside Youth Basketball be be permitted to use the gym on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the period November 10, 2009 through April 1, 2010 for basketball practice and league play.  

Mr. Bland pointed out that the Board could not approve the request as submitted because another group has previously been granted use of the space.  

Mr. Miller of the LYB stated he would like to at least start registration; he also said he would be willing to share the space with the other organization if they were agreeable.  He indicated that the 7th & 8th grade girls will be competing in a new league and play begins as of 12/5 so it is important that they begin to practice.  He reiterated his willingness to be flexible and negotiate with the other organization to share the gym.

The original motion is withdrawn and replaced with the following:


Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Stephen Smith,            that Lawnside Youth Basketball be permitted to use the gym on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the period December 7, 2009 through April 1, 2010 for basketball practice and league play.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Lawnside Youth Basketball
Motion by Michael Worlds, seconded by Mary Cross,            that Lawnside Youth Basketball be permitted to use the gym on Fridays from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the period November 16, 2009 through December 4, 2009 for basketball practice and league play.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Lawnside Track-N-Field
Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Mary Cross,


that Lawnside Track-N-Field be permitted to use the gym on Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the period January 4 – May 30, 2010 for track practice.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports 

The Secretary reports as of July 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$221,787.97

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-45,557.77

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   -30,725.16

Total Cash in Bank

$145,505.04

The Treasurer reports as of July 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$221,787.97

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-45,557.77

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

 -30,725.16

Total Ending Cash Balance

$145,505.04

The Secretary reports as of August 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$349,084.64

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-56,652.21

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

    8,532.84
Total Cash in Bank

$300,965.27

The Treasurer reports as of August 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$349,084.64

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-56,652.21

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

    8,532.84

Total Ending Cash Balance

$300,965.27

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of August 31, 2009, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Tiffany Banks, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the periods end-ing July 31, 2009 and August 31, 2009 be received.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #17-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of August 31, 2009 no budgetary line item account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #17-2010
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Diane Raysor,              that Resolution #17-2010 be approved.  Motion carried;          7 yes.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Diane Raysor,               that the bills for the month of November totaling $606,337.81 for the General Fund and $17,254.36 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Public Participation

Ms. K. Smith, 2nd grade teacher, highlighted the scholastic book competition that was held between the 2nd grade classrooms; the winning classroom was to be rewarded with a water ice party.  The student enjoyed the activity and free books were acquired for the classrooms.  Ms. Smith thanked Mr. & Mrs. DeAbreau for bringing this initiative to their attention.  Special thanks were also extended to Mr. & Mrs. Wardlow for providing the water ice for both 2nd grade classrooms.

Mr. Clifford Miller asked if Lawnside would be consolidated with another district.

Mr. Bland explained that the Executive County Superintendents were charged with the responsibility of developing consolidation plans that would eliminate small districts.  Lawnside is currently a targeted district because of our size and for having had two consecutive defeated budgets; that is an indicator that the public does not support the school district.  For any school district to be successful, community involvement and support is paramount.  In Camden County, the Executive Superintendent is aggressively pushing school district to consider restructuring or face fiscal consequences.

Adjournment



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Mary Cross,

9:25 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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