Minutes – October 8, 2009

Minutes – October 8, 2009


The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:40 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board Member Qawi Austin presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall


Mary Cross

Stephen Smith

Sabrina Forrest



5 present, 4 absent

Absent:  Anthony Bland, Tiffany Banks, Diane Raysor, Michael Worlds

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Ronn Johnson, Vice Principal, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

Mr. Austin announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

Board Member Tiffany Banks entered at 7:42 p.m., making 6 present, 3 absent.

Superintendent’s Report

Presentations

· Mrs. Patricia Ragsdale, retiring teacher, was recognized for over 40 years of service to the district.  Mr. Austin presented a plague from the Board.  Councilperson Willa Coletrane presented a proclamation from the Borough of Lawnside.

Mrs. Ragsdale thanked the Board, all past administrators, Dr. Montgomery, Mr. R. Johnson and all her co-workers for their support and guidance over the years.  She stated that she enjoyed her career in the district serving the parents and students and was very thankful for the opportunity.

· Mr. Mike Coyle of PSE&G recognized Mr. Stanard, 7th & 8th grade Science Teacher, as a grantee for the environmental education project he submitted titled Project Wind Power.  

· Mrs. Webb and Ms. Merlino recognized the following individuals/organizations for the September Spotlight

Mrs. Davis and Ms. Leon, 8th Grade Teaching Staff Members

Grace Temple Baptist Church, Friend of Education

Brooke Pressley (Grade 5), Scholar of the Month

Board Member Michael Worlds entered at 7:55 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

Public Participation

Clifford Miller, 369 Charleston Ave.; asked if the Lawnside Basketball League would be required to pay for using the school facilities this year; he stated that many of the expenses are already borne by him personally; however, he stays with the program so the children have something to do.

Mr. Austin and Mr. Smith indicated that there is a new facilities policy in place and fees may be applicable; they encouraged Mr. Miller to seek partnerships to sponsor the team if necessary rather than have the program end; he was encouraged to submit the facilities application for review.

Christine Coates, 215 Independence Blvd.; stated that her son was previously in an out-of-district placement but now attends Lawnside Public School.  The transition was not without challenges, but the end result is that her son now loves his new school.

Councilperson Willa Coletrane asked if the fee structure for use of the school facilities applies to organizations both inside and outside of the community.

Dr. Montgomery stated she would forward a copy of the policy to Ms. Coletrane.

Minutes – 9/10/2009

The Board Secretary requested that the minutes of the September 10, 2009 meeting be withdrawn from consideration at this time.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski stated that discussions have been held with Senator Redd and Assemblyman Roberts soliciting assistance in expediting the budget appeal.
Superintendent’s Report (cont’d)
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Violence and Vandalism Report
Mr. Ronn Johnson reported that the following information was submitted on the NJ State Electronic Violence and Vandalism Reporting System for the 2008-2009 school year.  The information below outlines the incidents and its resolution.

Incident #52423


Two special needs students mutually agreed to participate in a fight on the way home from school.  Both students were removed and suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a period of three days.  The police department was notified; no complaint was filed.

Incident #52452

A 3rd grade student choked another student while in the classroom.  The student was suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for five days.  No police notification was issued.

Incident #52470


Three 4th grade young ladies mutually agreed to participate in a fight on the way home from school.  All students were suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a total of five days.  The police were notified; no complaint was filed.

Incident #42431

A special needs student hit and struck another student during the Breakfast Program.  The student was suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a total of three days.  The police were notified, no complaint was filed.

Incident #52498


Two 7th grade students mutually agreed to participate in a fight in the classroom.  Both students were suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a total of five days.  The police were notified; no complaint was filed.

Incident #52507

A 2nd grade student was found to be in possession of a knife.  The student was suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a period of twenty-one days pending a hearing in front of the Lawnside Board of Education.  The police were notified, no complaint was filed.  The student was permitted to return after a period of six days.

Incident #52514


Two 7th grade students mutually agreed to participate in a fight on the way home from school.  Both students were suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a total of five days.  The police were notified; no complaint was filed.

Incident #52524

Two 5th grade students mutually agreed to participate in a fight while in the Art classroom.  Both students were suspended for a total of five days under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct.  The police were notified, no complaint was filed.

Incident #52533

Two 3rd grade students mutually agreed to participate in a fight during the Breakfast Program.  Both students were suspended under the Lawnside School Board’s Code of Conduct for a total of five days.  The police were notified, no complaint was filed.

There were additional incidents of student suspensions that occurred during the 2008-2009 school year that did not fall under the Violence and Vandalism criteria.  Overall there was a total of 66 students suspended for approximately 132 school days.

The Electronic Violence and Vandalism Reporting System requires school districts to report the suspension or removal of students from their IEP placement for reasons other than violence, vandalism, weapon and substance abuse.

Incident #42886


A 7th grade student hit another student while in class.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42894


A 3rd grade student hit another student while in the cafeteria.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42897


A 3rd grade student hit another student while in the hallway.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42904


A middle school student threatened to physically harm another student.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside Public School Bullying and Harrass-ment Policy.

Incident #42911


A 7th grade student hit another student while in the hallway.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42919


A middle school student threw a chair after becoming upset in the classroom.  The student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct.

Incident #44704


A middle school student reached the maximum allotted latenesses for the marking period.  This student received an in-school suspension for a total of one day under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42934


A middle school student became openly defiant and verbally abusive towards a staff member.  This student was suspended for a total of four days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #44964


A 5th grade student hit another student while in the cafeteria.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42969


A 5th grade student became openly defiant and verbally abusive towards a staff member.  This student was suspended for a total of four days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42989


A 5th grade student hit another student while in the hallway.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42996


A middle school student hit another student while in the classroom.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42960


A middle school student became openly defiant towards a staff member.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #42914


A middle school student hit another student while in the classroom.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #43004


A 4th grade student hit and damaged school property.  This student was suspended for a total of two days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Incident #43006


A middle school student stole money from a teacher’s desk.  This student was suspended for a total of three days under the Lawnside School District’s Code of Conduct Policy.

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· Open House held on 9/18; Moving Up ceremony for 6th grade students

· Back-to-School Night – approximately 150 parents in attendance; 8th grade parent meeting also held to discuss activities and expectations

· H1N1 Update – State has Call Center and website operating

· Fall Report Summary – 10/7/2009 CAPA visit; Mrs. Swiatocha was recognized for exemplary work on the NCLB Unified Plan

· Bring-a-(Grand)Parent to Lunch Day – 10/8; the Camden AHEC Community Health Van was on site to provide free medical screenings for senior citizens; Mrs. Cross was thanked for making these arrangements 

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that the following substitute teacher be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.  (Pending criminal history review)

	Name
	Salary

	Gizell Aydin
	$75.00 per day


2. It is recommended that the following staff be approved as Eighth Grade Advisors for the 2009-2010 school year.
	Name
	Salary

	Paula Davis
	$297.00

	Marques Stanard
	$297.00

	Norman Alston
	$297.00


3. It is recommended that the following staff be approved as Yearbook Advisors for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Name
	Salary

	Patricia Cobia
	$446.00

	Colleen Law
	$446.00


4. It is recommended that the following staff be approved as Honor Society Advisors for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Name
	Salary

	Paula Davis
	$446.00

	Marques Stanard
	$446.00


5. It is recommended that the Homebound Instructor position be posted for the 2009-2010 school year.

6. It is recommended that Michelle Harris be approved as the Homeless Liaison for the 2009-2010 school year.

7. It is recommended that William Plenty be approved as the District Investigator for the 2009-2010 school year. 

8. It is recommended that Ms. Carol Curtis’s letter of retirement be approved effective December 31, 2009.

Personnel 
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Items #1 – 8
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 8 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

MANAGEMENT

9. It is recommended that the following job descriptions be approved.

· Head Custodian

· Custodian

10. It is recommended the following workshops for the 2009-2010 school year be approved.

	Staff Member
	Date
	Description
	Cost

	Dr. Montgomery
	10/28 – 10/30/2009
	NJ School Boards Annual Conference

Atlantic City, NJ
	$200.00

	Diane Raysor
	10/28 – 10/30/2009
	NJ School Boards Annual Conference

Atlantic City, NJ
	$200.00

	Christina Leon
	10/30/2009
	Writing Workshop Series

Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ
	$137.00

	Christina Leon
	11/13/2009
	Active Learning Strategies

Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ
	$137.00


11. It is recommended that Kim Smith be approved to perform 30 hours of field experience, as part of Fairleigh Dickinson University masters teaching program.

Management
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Items #9 - 11
that Management Recommendations #9 - 11 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

12. It is recommended that the following field trip be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	8th
	Camden County Technical School
	11/12/2009
	Bus
	None


13. It is recommended that out-of-district placement #08001, who is a student at Gibbsboro School, be approved to have a one-on-one aide until mid-November at a rate of $90.00 per day.

Student Activities -


Motion by Michael Worlds, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Items #12 –13
that Student Activities Recommendations #12 – 13 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.  

Correspondence

1. HHBOE – Minutes – 8/18/2009 

2. Letter from Linda Shockley, Lawnside Historical Society re: Facilities Use Request Withdrawal

Old Business

There was no Old Business.
Committee Reports

Policy/Outreach – Mr. Smith:  The Community Walk is scheduled for 10/17

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #12-2010

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

GENERAL FUND:

ACCOUNT                                
  FROM    
 TO

11-999-100-566-00-00

Tuition – Pvt. School Disabled
$27,885

11-999-218-390-00-00

Other Purchased Services
500

11-999-219-800-00-00

Other Objects
100

11-999-230-100-00-00

Salaries – General Administration
3,750

11-999-240-103-00-00

Salaries – Principal’s Office
5,625

11-999-100-565-00-SS

Tuition – County SSD

$27,885

11-999-218-600-00-00


Supplies & Materials

500

11-999-219-592-00-00

CST – Travel

100

11-999-230-339-00-00

Other Purch. Professional Service

3,750

11-999-240-300-00-00

Purch. Professional& Tech. Service
______
_5,625

$37,860
$37,860
Resolution #12-2010
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Mary Cross,

Line item transfers
that Resolution #12-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #13-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside authorizes attendance at the listed NJSBA sponsored events for the named individuals:

	Name
	Date(s)
	Program
	Cost

	Diane Raysor
	10/28 – 10/30/2009
	2009 Annual Workshop

Atlantic City, NJ
	$200

	Sabrina Forrest
	1/9/2010
	New Board Member Orientation

Williamstown, NJ
	No Cost

	Lovelle Kendall
	10/28 – 10/30/2009
	2009 Annual Workshop

Atlantic City, NJ
	No Cost

	Lovelle Kendall
	11/21/2009
	Advanced Training

Plainsboro, NJ
	No Cost


Resolution #13-2010 -
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Mary Cross,

Workshop Authorization
that Resolution #13-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use Requests
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Lovelle Kendall,              that the following facilities use requests be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Organization
	Date(s)
	Time
	Activity

	Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
	1st Thursdays
	6:00 – 8:00 pm
	Workshops for Teen Girls

	Innovations Fine Arts
	Saturdays:

9/19 – 12/12/2009
	10:00 am – 2:00 pm
	Dance and Drama Program for Youth

	Jaguar Cheerleading
	Monday– Thursday

10/9 – 12/13/2009
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Cheer Practice

	HH Athletics Department
	12/21/2009, 1/13, 1/20, 1/25, 2/3/2010
	3:30-6:00 pm
	Middle School Basketball Practice

	Lawnside Education Foundation
	3rd Thursdays
	6:00 – 9:30 pm
	Business Meetings

	Valley Bible Word of Faith
	10/10/2009
	7:00 am – 1:00 pm
	SAT Testing Site



Motion carried; 6 yes, 1 not voting – Sabrina Forrest.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports – No reports were available at this time.

Mrs. Forrest left at 8:48 p.m., making 6 present, 3 absent.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,               that the bills for the month of October totaling $512,700.36 for the General Fund and $12,974.93 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Public Participation

Councilperson Willa Coletrane stated that curfews for Mischief Night and Halloween will be strictly enforced.  She requested that the Police Department flyer announcing the curfews be sent home by the students.

Mrs. Forrest returned at 8:51 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

Mr. Ron DeAbreau, 296 Sadler Ave.; commented on the volume of traffic that comes into the parking lot each morning ignoring the “do not enter” sign.  

Dr. Montgomery responded that this continues to be a problem; she will reach out to the police department for some assistance.

Executive Session


Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

8:56 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session.  Motion carried;  7 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

9:07 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    6 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:07 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Mary Cross


Tiffany Banks

Lovelle Kendall

Sabrina Forrest
Stephen Smith



6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Anthony Bland, Mary Cross, Michael Worlds

Mr. Worlds returned at 9:09 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

Superintendent’s Recommendations

MANAGEMENT

It is recommended that Dr. JoAnn B. Manning be approved to provide grant writing services to the district; to commence October 12, 2009 and end June 30, 2010; fees as follows:

            Grant Writing Per Diem and Compensation Fee Scale

	Application Amount

(Per Year)
	Per Diem Rate

(Per Grant Application)
	Secured Grant Compensation Fee

	$350K-535K
	$1,250
	Range A-Per Diem x 100%

	$244K-349K
	$1,000
	

	$170K-243K
	$800
	Range B-Per Diem x 150%

	$119K-169K
	$640
	

	$83K-118K
	$500
	Range C-Per Diem x 200%

	$82K and under
	$450


	(i.e. $450 x 100%=$450)

	*Per Diem Rates cannot exceed a total of $7,000 between July 10, 2009-June 30, 2010 

without additional board approval.  Secured Grant compensation fee is not included.


Grant Writer -
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Mary Cross,   

J. Manning
that Dr. JoAnn B. Manning be approved as grant writer for the district for the period October 12, 2009 – June 30, 2010, compensation to be received per the schedule above.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Mr. Austin advised that December 4 and 5 are the tentative dates for the Board retreat; he asked that the membership check their schedules for availability.

Mr. Smith requested that those who are participating in the walk be present at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 17.  

Adjournment



Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

9:47 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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