Minutes – August 13, 2009

Minutes – August 13, 2009


The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:34 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Anthony Bland presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall


Anthony Bland

Diane Raysor


Mary Cross

Michael Worlds


6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Tiffany Banks, Sabrina Forrest, Stephen Smith

Also present were Ronn Johnson, Vice Principal, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

The President announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

There was no Public Participation.

Public Hearing on Administrative Contracts

Mr. Haciski explained the process under current legislation that requires a hearing for the positions of Superintendent and Board Secretary as well as for any person whose salary exceeds an established statutory limit.  The contract for Dr. Montgomery, Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Tutt fall under this statute.  The floor was opened to the public for comments and questions.

Mrs. Barbara Fisher, 229 Independence Blvd.; inquired about the Interim Superintendent’s salary.

Mr. Bland responded that the amount offered has not yet be accepted by the position holder nor approved by the Executive County Superintendent.

Mr. Ron DeAbreau, 296 Sadler Ave.; stated that over the years that his daughter has attended school he has observed Mr. Johnson and expressed a vote of confidence in him.  He did not have the same opinion of Dr. Montgomery.

Mrs. Fisher conveyed a vote of confidence in Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Tutt.

Mrs. DeAbreau stated she has 110% confidence in Mr. Johnson but still has not made a decision regarding Dr. Montgomery.

There were no comments from the Board.

Minutes -



Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

7/9/2009
that the minutes of July 9, 2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 4 yes; 2 not voting – Lovelle Kendall, Diane Raysor.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski stated that he would be reporting on litigation of a special education matter in Executive Session.
Superintendent’s Report

(Mr. Johnson presented the report in Dr. Montgomery’s absence.)

Board Member Sabrina Forrest entered at 7:48 p.m., making 7 present, 2 absent.

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· ROD Grant approval – preliminary eligible costs have been submitted; review of document required to determine next step

· Acknowledgement from President Obama – thanked students for the well wishes they sent following his election; the original letter will be framed and displayed

· QSAC Governance DPR Reviews – specific documentation required during school visit

· Pride Plans – Including Professional Learning Communities Modules – LEA and Dr. Montgomery have collaborated on activities for the 2009-2010 school year

· Lawnside Selected for EIRC Professional Learning Community Program – one of 33 districts for this project

· $500 gift from Masjid Freehaven (Mr. Bland attended the presentation program)

· Summer Enrichment/Recreation Program – program survey developed for distribution parents and staff

· NJ ASK 7th & 8th Grade – scores in Board packets

·  Community walk – materials submitted for review

· State of New Jersey correspondence – special education compliance and reporting

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that the following staff be approved as Substitute Administrators in the absence of the Interim Superintendent and/or Vice Principal during the 2009-2010 school year at the rate of $35.00 per hour.  (Holders of Principal/Supervisor Certification)

	Niphon Kirk
	Susan Swiatocha


2. It is recommended that the following person be approved as a Substitute Teacher for the 2009-2010 school year.  (Pending Criminal History Review)
	Name
	Salary

	Muhammad Foye
	$80.00 per day


3. It is recommended that the following persons be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

	Name
	Position
	Salary

	Devonn Grimm
	School Psychologist (11 mo. position)
	$57,640

	Michelle Harris
	School Social Worker (11 mo. position)
	$54,400

	Christina Leon
	Language Arts Teacher
	$48,500


4. It is recommended that Ms. Tomika Wilson be approved as a Clerk-Typist for the month of August at a rate of $12.50 per hour.

5. It is recommended that Ms. Patricia Ragsdale’s notification of retirement be accepted effective October 1, 2009.

6. It is recommended that Ms. Alicia Hussey’s request for Child-Rearing Leave be granted to commence on September 1, 2009 and extend through November 30, 2009. 

Personnel 
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

Items #1 – 6
that Personnel Recommendations #1 – 6 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

MANAGEMENT

7. It is recommended that the following positions be approved for posting for the 2009-2010 school year.

· Yearbook Advisor (2)

· Eighth Grade Advisor (2)

· Junior Honor Society Advisor (2)

8. It is recommended the submission of the NCLB 2009-2010 application/ARRA Title I Application and subsequent acceptance of funds be approved.

	NCLB Allocations:
	 

	Title I, Part A
	$149,722

	Title II, Part A
	26,681

	Title II, Part D
	1,451

	Title IV
	2,085

	ARRA Allocations:
	

	Title I
	$71,905

	Title I SIA, Part A
	7,066


Management
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Diane Raysor,

Item #7 - 8
that Management Recommendations #7 - 8 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Correspondence

1. CCESC – Minutes – 6/3/2009 & Agenda & Superintendent’s Report – 8/5/2009

Old Business

Policy 1330
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

Policy 7513
that the second reading of Policy 1330 Revised – Use of School Facilities and Policy 7513 – Recreational Use of Playgrounds be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Committee Reports

Facilities, Finance & Personnel – Mr. Austin

· Contract negotiations with LEA stalled until budget appeal resolved

· ROD grant approval received from State

Policy – Ms. Raysor

· Mandated and operational policies reviewed

· Discussed listing policies on district website

Community Outreach – Ms. Raysor

· Get alumni actively involved in district

· Director of Operations or Coach for 76ers suggested as possible speakers for student body

· Put the word out about what is going on in the school

· Public relations plan in place well in advance of the budget

· Add more names to global connect

· Ongoing voter registration

· Publish newsletter more frequently; highlight students, staff and community members 

Special Education – Ms. Raysor

· Student services department to meet needs of all students

· Looking for applicants who fit in more than one job

· 8/19 meeting for all parents of special education students; opportunity to introduce new staff and program changes

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #5-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the amount of district taxes needed to meet the obligations of this Board of Education for the remainder of the 2009-2010 school year is $3,660,511 and the Borough Council of the Borough of Lawnside is hereby requested to place in the hands of the Treasurer of School Monies that amount in installments payable on the dates listed in accordance with the statues relating thereto.







___________________________________








            Board Secretary  

Amount of district taxes approved by the Borough 
$4,067,235

Amount received to date
$             0

Amount previously requested due August 15, 2009
$   406,724
Amount of this request due September 15, 2009
$   406,724

Amount due October 15, 2009
$   406,724

Amount due November 15, 2009
$   406,724

Amount due December 15, 2009
$   406,724

Amount due January 15, 2010
$   406,724

Amount due February 15, 2010
$   406,724

Amount due March 15, 2010
$   406,724

Amount due April 15, 2010
$   406,724

Amount due May 17, 2010
$   406,719

Balance to the credit of the Board of Education
$             0     

Resolution #5-2010
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

District Taxes
that Resolution #5-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #6-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, at its August 13, 2009 meeting authorizes the submission of an application and acceptance of funds under the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act & American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for the 2009-2010 school year as follows:



Title I
$149,722



Title IIA
26,681



Title IID
1,451



Title IV
    2,085





$179,939



ARRA Allocation:



Title I
$71,905



Title I SIA
  7,066




$78,971  

Resolution #6-2010
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Mary Cross,

NCLB Application
that Resolution #6-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #7-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, at its August 13, 2009 meeting authorizes the submission of an application and acceptance of funds under the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act & American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for the 2009-2010 school year as follows:



IDEA Basic
$115,923



IDEA Preschool
    3,024





$118,947



ARRA Allocation:



IDEA Basic
$121,864



IDEA Preschool
    4,390




$126,254  

Resolution #7-2010
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Diane Raysor,

IDEA Application
that Resolution #7-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Transportation Renewal
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,                that the transportation contract for Routes L1 & L2 to Haddon Heights High School be renewed with T & L Transportation at a cost of $153.98 per diem per route (3.34% increase) with an increase/decrease per mile adjustment of $1.00 for the 2009-2010 school year.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Sabrina Forrest,

Lawnside Scholarship Club
that the Lawnside Scholarship Club, Inc. be permitted to use the all purpose room on October 17, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to sponsor a College Fair.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Lovelle Kendall,

Masjid Freehaven
that the Masjid Freehaven be permitted to use the all purpose room on September 20, 2009  from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. for the EID celebration.  Motion carried; 7 yes.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports

The Secretary reports as of June 30, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

-$442,465.47

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-27,929.45

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   5,934.75

Total Cash in Bank

-$464,460.17

The Treasurer reports as of May 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

-$442,465.47

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-27,929.45

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   5,934.75

Total Ending Cash Balance

-$464,460.17

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of June 30, 2009, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Diane Raysor, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the period ending June 30, 2009 be received.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #8-2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of June 30, 2009 no budgetary line item account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #8-2010
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Qawi Austin,                that Resolution #8-2010 be approved.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Michael Worlds,               that the bills for the month of August totaling $219,968.15 for the General Fund and $5,878.00 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Public Participation

Mrs. Debbie DeAbreau asked if the retiring teaching staff member’s position would be replaced.

Mr. Bland responded that there could be a reallocating of positions that have already been made; Dr. Montgomery will address this upon her return.

Mrs. DeAbreau stated that there is a need for an open communication policy now; the public cannot support the Board and the school district if information is not shared with them.

Mr. Bland stated that the Board is opened to suggestions and recommendations as to how to improve communications.  

Ms. Patricia Smith, staff member, stated that Channel 19 could be utilized.

Board Member Raysor stated that the Lawnside Education Foundation will be using Channel 2 as well as the marquee near Grace Temple.

Mrs. Doretha Webb, LEA President, indicated that PRIDE funds will be used for newsletters that will be distributed within the community; the newsletter will highlight students, staff and community members as well as accentuate what is happening in the school.  

Executive Session


Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Mary Cross,

8:28 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss matters relating to personnel and students.  Motion carried; 6 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Diane Raysor,

9:35 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    6 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Sabrina Forrest


Anthony Bland

Diane Raysor


Mary Cross

Michael Worlds


6 present, 3 absent

Absent:  Tiffany Banks, Lovelle Kendall, Stephen Smith

Adjournment



Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Diane Raysor

9:36 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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