Minutes – May 28, 2009

Minutes – May 28, 2009


A Special Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:12 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board Vice President Diane Raysor presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance the Vice President asked that the parents of Board Member Stephen Smith be remembered in thoughts and prayers while observing a moment of silence; their home was recently damaged by fire.  At the conclusion of the moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Tiffany Banks

Diane Raysor


Mary Cross

Stephen Smith


Sabrina Forrest




5 present, 4 absent


Absent:  Qawi Austin, Anthony Bland, Lovelle Kendall, Michael Worlds

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

The Vice President announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

There was no Public Participation.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski reported that contact was made with the Borough Solicitor regarding further discussion on the 2009-2010 defeated budget.  The Borough was not interested in negotiating the reduction.

There was no Superintendent’s Report.

Committee Reports

Communications – Mr. Smith

Suggested that business cards be obtained for Board Members to have available when meeting with community groups and district stakeholders.  He also suggested that we recruit for the PTA and encourage parents to get involved.

Curriculum – Ms. Cross

A very productive meeting was held earlier this evening; the committee reviewed algebra and social studies curriculums.

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #52-2009

WHEREAS, in the 2009 annual school election in the Borough of Lawnside, the proposed 2009-2010 budget set forth by the Lawnside Board of Education (the “Board”) was rejected by a majority voters; and

WHEREAS, as a result, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-37, the Board met with the Lawnside Borough Council for the purposes of discussing the proper amount necessary to be appropriated for the Board’s 2009-2010 budget; and

WHEREAS, following the aforementioned meeting, the Lawnside Borough Council issued Resolution No. 134-FY2009, “Resolution of the Borough of Lawnside in the County of Camden, State of New Jersey, Determining and Certifying Amounts to be Raised for School Taxes for the 2009-2010 School Year;” and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-5(e)(1), the Board desires to appeal the reductions set forth by the aforesaid Resolution No. 134-FY2009 of the Borough of Lawnside in the amount of $410,000 and submit said appeal on the grounds that the proposed reductions to the Board’s proposed 2009-2010 budget will negatively impact upon the stability of the district given the need for long term planning and budgeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lawnside Board of Education that it hereby authorizes a timely appeal of the proposed reductions set forth by Resolution No. 134-FY2009 of the Lawnside Borough. The appropriate Board officials and administration are hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate such appeal.
Resolution #52-2009 -
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Mary Cross,        

Budget Appeal
that Resolution #52-2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Policy 1330
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Use of School Facilities
that the first reading of Policy 1330 – Use of School Facilities be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Facilities Use Application -
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Lawnside Leopards
that the Lawnside Leopards Basketball Organization be approved to use the all purpose room on June 4, 2009 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. for a Trophy Ceremony.  Motion carried; 4 yes, 1 not voting – Sabrina Forrest.

Facilities Use Application -
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Lawnside Music Studio
that the Lawnside Music Studio be approved to use the all purpose room on July 18, July 25 and July 31, 2009 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. for concerts and performances.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Public Participation

Ms. Alicia Hussey, teaching staff member, asked what is the next step in the process regarding the budget and how it impacts employees who have received notice; what are the possible outcomes; when will a final determination be made; what happens with employee insurance benefits.

The Solicitor responded that things are in limbo right now; until the Commissioner and DOE make a determination, no contracts can be issued and insurance for the identified non-tenured employees would be not provided by the Board beyond June 30.

Ms. Kim Smith, support staff member, stated that the letters all non-tenured staff received were termination notices; to say everything is in limbo seems to give staff members false hope about their future employment with the district.

Mr. Mark Gordon, teaching staff member, commended his fellow staff members who continue to come in and work hard day after day during these most difficult and uncertain times.

Mrs. Forrest commented that neither the Board nor the parents want the district to be in this position.  Whatever affects the district also affects the Board, the parents, the staff and the students.  

Ms. Lisa Merlino, teaching staff member, commented that the main lesson learned in all that has happened with the budget/election crisis is there is a need for better communication between all parties. 

Ms. Raysor remarked that the Borough eagerly informs the public that taxes are high because of the school.  All borough officials need to come together as a group with a plan and stop pointing fingers and fighting over unimportant things.  Our community is too small that we can’t communicate with each other.

Adjournment



Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Mary Cross,

8:28 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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