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A meeting between the Lawnside Board of Education and Mayor and Council of the Borough of Lawnside was called to order at 7:16 p.m. at the Borough Hall, 4 Douglas Avenue, Lawnside, NJ for the purpose of discussing the defeated 2009-2010 school budget.  The following members answered present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Sabrina Forest


Tiffany Banks

Diane Raysor


Anthony Bland

Stephen Smith


Mary Cross

Michael Worlds



8 present, 1 absent


Absent:  Lovelle Kendall (at initial roll call; arrived at 8:00 p.m.)

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.  Additionally, the Camden County Office of Education was represented.  Margaret Nicolosi, Executive County Superintendent and Rita Hanna, Executive County School Business Administrator, were in attendance.

The following persons were present representing the Borough of Lawnside:  Mayor Mark Bryant, Councilpersons Willa Coletrane, Clinton Higgs, Stephen Moore, and Mary Ann Wardlow.  Also present were Sylvia VanNockay, Borough Clerk, Dwight Wilson, Borough Administrator, and Allen Zeller, Borough Solicitor.

The Board Secretary reviewed the contents of the budget.  Questions were asked and dialogue was exchanged between the parties.  Ms. Nicolosi and Ms. Hanna spoke on behalf of the district and defended the budget as presented to the public.  Dr. Montgomery, Mr. Bland, Ms. Raysor and Mr. Austin addressed the Council as well.

Mayor and Council were concerned about the tax impact for the community; however, there was no suggested reduction put on the table for the Board’s consideration. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 p.m.
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