Minutes – April 30, 2009

Minutes – April 30, 2009


The Reorganization Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:15 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board Secretary Theresa Tutt presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:






Qawi Austin  

Diane Raysor 






Mary Cross  

Stephen Smith 






Lovelle Kendall








   5 present, 4 absent

Absent:  Anist Bean, Anthony Bland, Susan Harper, Thelma Long

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

The Secretary announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.

There was no public participation.

Report of School Election – 4/21/2009

Proposal No. 1 (Amount for General Fund-$4,437,977):  Yes – 100         No – 115 

Members of the Board of Education for 3 years –

     


Sabrina R. Forrest

158





Michael A. Worlds

151




Tiffany Banks

148
The Board Secretary administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Banks, Ms. Forrest and Mr. Worlds.

The following members answered present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall

Tiffany Banks

Diane Raysor

Mary Cross

Stephen Smith

Sabrina Forrest
Michael Worlds

                                                             8 present, 1 absent

Absent:  Anthony Bland

Election of Officers

The Board Secretary called for nominations for the Office of President.

Mr. Smith nominated Mr. Bland.  There were no other nominations.

Roll call results – 7 yes; Mr. Bland was elected President.

Nominations were called for the Office of Vice President.

Ms. Cross nominated Ms. Raysor; Ms. Kendall nominated Mr. Smith; he declined the nomination.  Ms. Kendall nominated Mr. Austin; he declined the nomination.  There were no other nominations.

Roll call results – 8 yes; Ms. Raysor was elected Vice President.

Mr. Bland entered at 7:28 p.m. and took over the chair.  He offered congratulations to the new members and briefly explained the business that comes before a Board of Education.  Mr. Bland stated there would be a need for Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation and the defeated budget.

Appointments

R E S O L U T I O N   #34-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that Robert A. Stewart and/or Robert E. Inverso of Inverso & Stewart, 12000 Lincoln Drive West, Marlton, NJ 08053 be appointed the Public School Accountant of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside for the period from the reorganization meeting of 2009 to the reorganization meeting of 2010 to perform the professional services ordinarily provided by a Public School Accountant of the State of New Jersey and to receive compensation of a maximum of $18,200 for such services.  Said Robert A. Stewart and/or Robert E. Inverso is a person authorized by law to practice a recognized profession in the State of New Jersey, which practice is regulated by the laws of this State; to wit, the profession of Public School Accountant.  These professional services are necessary and are required by this Board of Education.   This contract is being awarded through a “fair and open” process pursuant to NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

Resolution #34-2009
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Auditor
that Resolution #34-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #35-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that Harvey C. Johnson, acting for the firm of Duane Morris, 1940 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003, who is duly qualified and authorized by law to practice such profession and is experienced in the requirements of the Board of Education, having served previously in that respective capacity, be hereby appointed to the position of Solicitor for the 2009-2010 school year with a retainer of $28,286 and litigation costs at the rate of $188 per hour for attorneys and $88 for paralegals.  These professional services are necessary and are required by this Board of Education.  This contract is being awarded through a “fair and open” process pursuant to NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

Resolution #35-2009
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Solicitor
that Resolution #35-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes, 1 not voting – Stephen Smith.

R E S O L U T I O N   #36-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that Radey Associates, Architects, 100 Haddontowne Court, Cherry Hill, NJ be appointed Architect of Record for the Lawnside Board of Education and will receive such compensation as may be reasonable for services rendered on a per project basis according to the rate schedule presented with their proposal for the 2009-2010 school year.  This contract is being awarded through a “fair and open” process pursuant to NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

Resolution #36-2009
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,                     Architect
that Resolution #36-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;



6 yes, 3 not voting – Tiffany Banks, Sabrina Forrest,    Michael Worlds.

R E S O L U T I O N   #37-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that Ms. Elva B. Mitchell be appointed Treasurer of School Monies for the 2009-2010 school year and be compensated the sum of $2,304 for services rendered.

Resolution #37-2009
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Treasurer                                       that Resolution #37-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes, 1 not voting – Mary Cross.

R E S O L U T I O N   #38-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that the Hardenbergh Insurance Group be approved Insurance Broker of Record for property, liability, workers compensation and student accident insurance for the 2009-2010 school year.

Resolution #38-2009
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Insurance Broker
that Resolution #38-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #39-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that Grinspec be approved as broker of record for medical, prescription and dental insurance coverage for the 2009-2010 school year.

Resolution #39-2009
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Employee Benefits
that Resolution #39-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes, 1 not voting – Sabrina Forrest.

R E S O L U T I O N   #40-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the following Tax Shelter Annuity Provider companies be approved for the 2009-2010 school year:



Lincoln Investments



Midland National




Prudential

Resolution #40-2009
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Qawi Austin,

TSA Providers
that Resolution #40-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #41-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that Gatekeeper be approved as the independent third party administrator for compliance of the district’s 403b plans for the 2009-2010 school year.

Resolution #41-2009
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Qawi Austin,

TSA Third Party Administrator
that Resolution #41-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        6 yes, 3 not voting – Tiffany Banks, Sabrina Forrest,    Michael Worlds.

R E S O L U T I O N  #42-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that Susquehanna Patriot Bank be and is hereby designated the depository for school district funds.  Accounts are as follows:

Unemployment Trust Account
Payroll Agency Trust Account
Lunchroom Account

# 1100138001
#1100138002

    # 1100138003

(2 Signatures required)
(2 Signatures required)

(2 Signatures required)

Board President
Board President

Board President

Vice President
Vice President

Vice President

Board Secretary
Board Secretary

Board Secretary

Assistant Board Secretary
Assistant Board Secretary

Assistant Board Secretary


Net Payroll Account
General Account

Student Activity Account

# 1100138004
#1100138005

#1100138006

(2 Signatures required)
(3 Signatures required)

(2 Signatures required)

Board President
Board President 

Superintendent

Vice President
Vice President

Board Secretary

Board Secretary
Board Secretary

Assistant Board Secretary

Assistant Board Secretary
Assistant Board Secretary



Treasurer

Resolution #42-2009
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Depositories
that Resolution #42-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #43-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that the following publications be the newspapers of record for the Lawnside Board of Education: 

                      
Courier Post 



Record Breeze 



Philadelphia Inquirer 

                      
Philadelphia Tribune 

Resolution #43-2009
Motion by Anist Bean, seconded by Anthony Bland,

Newspapers
that Resolution #43-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes, 1 not voting – Mary Cross.

R E S O L U T I O N   #44-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden, that authorization is given for the continuation of the following services provided by the Camden County Educational Services Commission for the 2009-2010 school year:


Special Education Transportation   


Non-Public Transportation 


Vocational Transportation


Aid In Lieu of Transportation


PL 192-193



  I.D.E.I.A. Services



  Occupational Therapy Services



  Independent Child Study Team Evaluation


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board elects    Qawi Austin  to serve as their representative to the Camden County Educational Services Commission. 

Resolution #44-2009
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Qawi Austin,

CCESC Services &
that Resolution #44-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;

Representative
9 yes.


R E S O L U T I O N   #45-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that all policies that were adopted by or were in effect during the term of the preceding Board of Education be hereby adopted  and continued in full force and effect by the present Board until amended or repealed.

Resolution #45-2009
Motion by Anist Bean, seconded by Susan Harper,

Policies
that Resolution #45-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;         8 yes, 1 not voting – Sabrina Forrest.

R E S O L U T I O N   #46-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, that the curriculum adopted by the preceding Board of Education is hereby adopted and continued in full force and effect by the present Board until amended or repealed. 


Art 

 
Basic Skills Improvement Program 

      
Career Education

       
Character Education


Comprehensive Health/Physical Education 

       
Drug/Alcohol Abuse 

       
Family Life 

       
Gifted and Talented

       
Guidance

       
Home Economics 

       
Industrial Arts 

       
Language Arts Literacy

       
Library Skills 

       
Mandarin Chinese

       
Mathematics 

       
Music 

       
Pre-School

       
Reading

       
Reading Recovery 

       
Science 

       
Social Studies 

       
Spanish 

       
Special Education (SLD/Resource Room/Speech)


Technology 


World Language

       
Writing 

Resolution #46-2009
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Mary Cross,

Curriculum
that Resolution #46-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #47-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Uniform Minimum Chart of Accounts for New Jersey Public Schools be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

Resolution #47-2009
Motion by Sabrina Forrest, seconded by Stephen Smith,

Chart of Accounts
that Resolution #47-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        8 yes; 1 not voting – Mary Cross.

R E S O L U T I O N   #48-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Code of Ethics for School Board Members as stipulated in 18A:12-24.1 be approved for the 2009-2010 school year.

Resolution #48-2009
Motion by Diane Raysor, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

Code of Ethics
that Resolution #48-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

Meeting Night
Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Qawi Austin,             that the regular meetings of the Lawnside Board of Education be scheduled on the second Thursday monthly at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried; 9 yes.

Representative at HH
-

Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Tiffany Banks,

S. Smith
that Stephen Smith serve as the Lawnside representative on the Haddon Heights Board of Education for the 2009-2010 school year.  Motion carried; 9 yes.

Superintendent’s Report

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· Revised 2008-2009 calendar; 8th grade commencement – 6/23; last day for students – 6/25; last day for teachers – 6/26

· 2008-2009 State Assessment schedule 

· Safe Corridors Program – volunteers from Town Watch being solicited; meeting to be held on May 6

· Board Secretary submitted Food Service Equipment Assistance Grant totaling $20,533

· Feasibility Study update on regionalization/consolidation; RFP developed by the State; however it was recently withdrew by the Commissioner

· State Assessment Pep Rally – students were enthusiastic; program was energetic; thanks were expressed to Board Member Austin and Borough Councilpersons Coletrane and Higgs for their participation 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. It is recommended that the following workshop for the 2008-2009 school year be approved.

	Grade 
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	7th Grade
	Haddon Heights High School
	5/8/09
	Bus
	None


Workshop Approval
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Anist Bean,                 


that Mr. Kenneth Johnson be approved to attend the listed workshop.  Motion carried; 8 yes, 1 not voting – Qawi Austin.

New Business

Mr. Austin advised that the Negotiations Meeting scheduled for today was cancelled.  A meeting will be scheduled within the next few weeks, as the contract with LEA expires on 6/30.

Dr. Montgomery indicated that riff notices will be issued on 5/1; staff contracts for next year are on hold until budget issues are resolved.  She also requested that the Board view the district website for a listing of scheduled school activities.

A presentation was made at the School Leadership Team meeting on 4/28 that described a school-wide behavior management program.  School climate/culture has been identified by SLT as an area to be addressed.

R E S O L U T I O N   #49-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of hereby approves the submission of a grant application for the 2009 Safety Grant Program through the New Jersey School Boards Association Insurance Group’s BACCEIC Subfund for the purposes described in the application, in the amount of $3,629 for the period July 1, 2009 through July 30, 2010.

Resolution #49-2009 -
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

Safety Grant Application
that Resolution #49-2008 be approved.  Motion carried;        9 yes.

There was no public participation.

Executive Session


Motion by Stephen Smith, seconded by Mary Cross,

8:59 p.m.
that the Board recess into Executive Session to discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation and negotiations.  Motion carried; 9 yes.

Reconvene
Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Mary Cross,

10:56 p.m.
that the meeting be reopened to the public.  Motion carried;    5 yes.

The meeting was called to order at 10:56 p.m. with the following members answering present to the roll call:

Qawi Austin

Lovelle Kendall

Tiffany Banks

Diane Raysor

Anthony Bland

Stephen Smith

Mary Cross

Michael Worlds

                                                             8 present, 1 absent

Absent:  Sabrina Forrest

A meeting will be held on May 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the evaluation of the Interim Superintendent.  No formal action will be taken.

Vote of Confidence -
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Qawi Austin,

Interim Superintendent
that the Board convey a Vote of Confidence in the Interim Superintendent, Dr. Patricia Montgomery, for doing a great job and moving the district forward.  Motion carried; 8 yes.

Adjournment



Motion by Tiffany Banks, seconded by Stephen Smith, 

11:01 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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