Minutes – March 12, 2009

Minutes – March 12, 2009


The Regular Meeting of the Lawnside Board of Education was called to order at 7:37 p.m. in the conference room of the Lawnside Public School, 426 Charleston Avenue.  Board President Anthony Bland presided.  After repeating the Pledge of Allegiance and observing a moment of silence, the following members answered present to the roll call:


Qawi Austin

Susan Harper


Anthony Bland

Lovelle Kendall


Mary Cross




5 present, 4 absent

Absent:  Anist Bean, Thelma Long, Diane Raysor, Stephen Smith

Also present were Patricia Montgomery, Interim Superintendent, Rafael Haciski for Harvey C. Johnson, Board Solicitor, and Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary.

The President announced that notice of the meeting was sent to the Courier Post, Record Breeze, Philadelphia Inquirer and the Lawnside Borough Clerk as required by statute.  

There was no Public Participation.

Dr. Lovell Pugh-Bassett, the grant writer retained by the district, was introduced.  She gave an overview of the 21st Century Community Learning Center Grant and why she believed an application from Lawnside would be viewed favorably.  The grant is federally funded and would provide supplemental services such as before and afterschool programs for the district.

Minutes -



Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Susan Harper,

2/12/2009  & 2/19/2009
that the minutes of February 12, 2009 and February 19, 2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Haciski indicated that a decision should be rendered on April 9 on whether the new funding formula is constitutional.

Superintendent’s Report

Discussion

· Actions to Date – summation of activities/meetings conducted by Dr. Montgomery

· 100 Day Celebration was successful; 75 parents/volunteers in attendance

· 3/6 In-Service – Youth Ministry of Mt. Zion provided refreshments

· One-to-One Student Conferences for 7th & 8th Graders scheduled for 3/13

· Letter from NJDOE on Special Education Program – district categorized as “Needs Assistance”

· Revised 2008-2009 calendar and draft of the 2009-2010 calendar

· Letter to Executive County Superintendent regarding Haddon Heights 2009-2010 tuition rates 

· Letter to parents - students arriving too school early to school

· Letters from students to President Obama

· R.E.A.L. Program – transportation service will be available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in the hope that more families will be interested in the afterschool program

Recommendations

PERSONNEL

1. It is recommended that Dr. Billie Slaughter’s letter of resignation be accepted effective April 27, 2009.

2. It is recommended that the following substitute teacher be approved for the 2008-2009 school year.

	Name
	Salary

	Mr. Norman Alston
	$75 per day


3. It is recommended that the following workshops for the 2008-2009 school year be approved.

	Name
	Date
	Description
	Cost

	Carmen Axmann
	3/9/2009
	Strengthening Your Foreign Language Instruction
	$199

	Cynthia Peters
	3/20/2009
	Symposium for Speech Specialist
	


Resignation -



Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,

B. Slaughter
that the letter of resignation from Dr. Billie Slaughter, School Psychologist, be accepted effective April 24, 2009.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Personnel -
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Lovelle Kendall,

Items #2 – 3 
that Personnel Recommendations Items #2 – 3 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

MANAGEMENT

4. It is recommended that the following positions for NJ ASK Test Prep be approved for posting for the 2008-2009 school year

· 2 Tutors Grades 3 & 4 (LA/L & Mathematics)
· 2 Tutors Grades 5 & 6 (LA/L & Mathematics)
· 2 Tutors Grades 7 & 8 (LA/L & Mathematics)
Total Cost of Program:  $5,000

NJ ASK Postings


Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Mary Cross,                     



that the above listed positions be posted for the 2008-2009 school year.  Motion carried; 5 yes. 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES

5. It is recommended that the following trips be approved for the 2008-2009 school year.

	Grade
	Destination
	Date
	Transportation
	Cost

	7th & 8th 
	Constitution Center

Philadelphia, PA

America I Am
	4/9/2009
	Bus
	$10

	PreK & K
	Storybook Land
	5/19/2009
	Bus
	$25


6. It is recommended that the following student attending out-of-district placement be approved for the 2008-2009 school year.

	Student
	School
	Tuition
	Start Date

	01-009
	CCESC – Gibbsboro School
	$32,150 + 1:1 aide - $33,650

($65,800 pro-rated)
	3/10/2009


Student Activities - 
Motion by Susan Harper, seconded by Mary Cross,

Items #5 – 6 
that Student Activities Items #5 –6 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Correspondence

1. CCESC – minutes – 1/7 72/4/2009 & agenda – 3/4/2009

2. Letter from NJ Department of Children & Families re:  transportation for high school student

The Board Secretary explained that item #2 involved the transportation of a resident student who is a foster child living in an area of the Borough not eligible for transportation to the high school.  Due to the work schedule of the foster parent, the student stays with another caregiver in the Borough after school.  The caregiver’s residence is near one of the high school bus stops.  The request received is for transportation from school in the p.m. only beginning September, 2009 when the student is a 9th grader.  The caseworker has indicated that a court order will be processed to obtain transportation for this student if necessary.

Student Transportation
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Susan Harper,                 that Student #09-003 be permitted to ride the district-provided transportation on the afternoon run from Haddon Heights High School beginning in September, 2009 per the request received from the Department of Children and Families.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

There was no Old Business.

Committee Reports

Project Turn-Around – Ms. Cross

Ms. Cross indicated that she attended a meeting at Grace Temple; child care licensing will be obtained; needs assessment provided by Dr. Montgomery.

Finance/Negotiations – Mr. Austin

Proposal being prepared for LEA; thanked everyone for their patience and participation.

Haddon Heights – Mr. Bland for Mr. Smith

Curriculum committee modified Spanish course; track is being repaired; baseball and tennis clinics being offered; information session and meet candidates night scheduled.

Ms. Kendall advised that she has been asked to serve on NJSBA legislative committee.

New Business

R E S O L U T I O N   #29-2009

WHEREAS, the State Department of Education permits transfers among the budgetary line item accounts;

AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to make such transfers;

AND WHEREAS, the need exists to adjust line item accounts to meet obligations encumbered and anticipated,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the Secretary is hereby authorized to make the following line item transfers:

General Fund:

ACCOUNT                                
  FROM    
 TO

11-110-100-101-00-RG

Salaries of Teachers – Kdg/Preschool
 $ 1,000

11-120-100-101-00-RG

Salaries of Teachers – Grades 1-5
5,000

11-213-100-101-00-RG

Salaries – Resource Room
7,038

11-110-100-101-00-SB


Substitutes – Kdg/Preschool

$ 1,000

11-120-100-101-00-SB

Substitutes – Grades 1-5

5,000

11-999-100-562-00-00

Tuition Other LEAs
______
  7,038

$13,038
$13,038
Resolution #29-2009
Motion by Susan Harper, seconded by Mary Cross

Line Item Transfers
that Resolution #29-2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #30-2009

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside that the following salaries be funded through the listed grants for the 2008-2009 school year:



          Title I



Carol Curtis

$14,210
(23%)



Kathryn Dobias

$12,040
(20%)


           
E. Muneerah Higgs

$14,210
(23%)



Kenneth Johnson

$16,380
(27%)



Kim Smith


$10,652
(65%)



IDEA




Dorrian Schenck

$16,376
(100%)



Cynthia Peters
$25,750
(50%)



Billie Slaughter


$31,447
(35%)




Gina Wood


$10,480
(50%)

Resolution #30-2009 

Motion by Susan Harper, seconded by Mary Cross,

FY2009 Grant Salaries 
that Resolution #30-2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #31-2009

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside, at its March 12, 2009 meeting authorizes the acceptance of funds under the provisions of the funds under the provisions of the listed programs for the 2008-2009 school year:


      IDEIA Basic
$117,910


 IDEIA Preschool
3,056

Resolution #31-2009
Motion by Susan Harper, seconded by Qawi Austin

FY09 IDEIA Acceptance 
that Resolution #31-2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #32-2009

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside approves a preliminary school district budget for the 2009-10 School Year for submission to the Executive County Superintendent for review as follows:






       
        Budget


   Tax Levy

Total Operating Budget
$8,381,534
$4,437,977


Total Grant & Entitlements
258,667



Total Debt Service
    75,648
    39,258

Totals
$8,715,849
$4,477,235

Resolution #32-2009
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Susan Harper,

Preliminary Budget 
that Resolution #32-2009 be approved.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Public Hearing
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Susan Harper,



that the public hearing on the 2009-2010 budget be held on April 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m..  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Nutri-Serve Food Management
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Susan Harper,


that Nutri-Serve Food Management, Inc. be approved to operate the district’s food service program for the 2009-2010 school year with a management fee of $10,500.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Facilities Use -
Motion by Susan Harper, seconded by Mary Cross,

Flag Football
that the Jaguar Organization be permitted to use the school field on Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the period March 15 – June 15, 2009 for a flag football program. 

Board Member Qawi Austin left, making 4 present, 5 absent.  

A discussion was conducted on the request from the Jaguars.  Points brought up included the submission of the application only days before the proposed program start date as well as the dissatisfaction with the condition the field was left after last year’s program.  No action will be taken on the application until a meeting is held with the program organizers.  Organizers will be invited to come to the April 2 meeting.

Board Member Qawi Austin returned at 9:11 p.m., making 5 present, 4 absent.


Motion withdrawn by maker and seconder.

Secretary/Treasurer Reports

The Secretary reports as of January 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Cash in Bank

$269,017.41

Fund 20 Cash in Bank

-73,720.27

Fund 40 Cash in Bank

   5,934.75

Total Cash in Bank

$201,231.89

The Treasurer reports as of January 31, 2009:

Fund 10 Ending Cash Balance

$269,017.41

Fund 20 Ending Cash Balance

-73,720.27

Fund 40 Ending Cash Balance

   5,934.75

Total Ending Cash Balance

$201,231.89

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2:11(c), I certify that as of January 31, 2009, no budgetary line item has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:211(a).


________________________________________


Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary

Receipt
Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Susan Harper, 


that the Secretary and Treasurer Reports for the period ending January 31, 2009 be received.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

R E S O L U T I O N   #33-2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Borough of Lawnside to approve the certification by Theresa Tutt, Board Secretary, that as of January 31, 2009 no budgetary line item account has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a) and that no major account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b).

Resolution #33-2009
Motion by Qawi Austin, seconded by Mary Cross,                that Resolution #33-2009 be approved.  Motion carried;          5 yes.

Payment of Bills
Motion by Lovelle Kendall, seconded by Susan Harper,               that the bills totaling $483,482.29 for the General Fund and $14,034.78 for the Food Service Fund be approved for payment pending availability of funds.  Motion carried; 5 yes.

Public Participation

Councilperson Willa Coletrane; asked if volunteers could be recruited to monitor the children who come to school too early in the morning; there are plenty senior citizens available who may want to help; the district doesn’t have the funds to provide paid staff; volunteers wouldn’t cost the district anything.

Dr. Montgomery thanked Ms. Coletrane for the suggestion and indicated that this idea could be explored; however, all volunteers would have to undergo a criminal background check before their service could begin.

Ms. Doretha Webb, LEA President; stated that the insurance liability the district could face should also be a consideration when volunteers are utilized in certain positions.

Mr. Bland indicated that he welcomed input and ideas as the 21st Century grant is being developed.  He also stated that some of the R.O.D. grants were not approved; therefore, that money has been returned to the State and is available for the next round of funding.  He also reminded everyone of the meetings to be held in Haddon Heights regarding their budget.

Adjournment



Motion by Mary Cross, seconded by Stephen Smith,

10:50 p.m.
that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously.
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