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Special Education Identification, Evaluation and Verification 

All children, regardless of their handicapping condition, are entitled to a free appropriate public education and an equal opportunity for education according to their needs.  The district will follow the rules and protocols created by the Nebraska Department of Education and the United States Department of Education in identifying, evaluating, verifying and serving students who may be entitled to rehabilitation or special education services.  These policies are included in this policy.
FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT A FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC

EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE TO ALL CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES FROM BIRTH THROUGH THE SCHOOL YEAR IN WHICH THE STUDENT REACHES 21 YEARS OF AGE, INCLUDING CHILDREN WHO HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED OR EXPELLED FROM SCHOOL.
FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GOAL

34 CFR 300.123

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOL HAS A GOAL OF PROVIDING FULL EDUCATIONAL

OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES BIRTH THROUGH THE SCHOOL YEAR WHEN THE STUDENT REACHES AGES 21 CONSISTENT WITH THE STATE’S FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GOAL.
CHILDFIND

ALL CHILDREN WITH DISABILTIIES RESIDING IN Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

INCLUDING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE HOMELESS CHILDREN OR WARDS OF THE STATE AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ATTENDING NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS, REGARDLESS OF THE SEVERITY OF THEIR DISABILITIES, AND WHO ARE IN NEED OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES, ARE IDENTIFIED, LOCATED, AND EVALUATED AND A PRACTICAL METHOD IS DEVELOPED AND IMPLEMENTED TO DETERMINE WHICH CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE CURRENTLY RECEIVING NEEDED SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES.
IDENTIFICATION, EVALUATION AND VERIFICATION

Dorchester  PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE EVALUATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 92 NAC 51-006.
PROCEDURES TO ENSURE THAT TESTING AND EVALUATION MATERIALS AND PROCEDURES UTILIZED FOR THE PURPOSES OF EVALUATION AND PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES WILL BE SELECTED AND ADMINISTERED SO AS NOT TO BE RACIALLY OR CULTURALLY DISCRIMINATORY. SUCH MATERIALS OR

PROCEDURES SHALL BE PROVIDED AND ADMINISTERED IN THE CHILD’S NATIVE LANGUAGE OR MODE OF

COMMUNICATION, UNLESS IT IS CLEARLY NOT FEASIBLE TO DO SO, AND NO SINGLE PROCEDURE SHALL BE THE SOLE CRITERION FOR DETERMINING AN APPROPRIATE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR A CHILD.
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT AN INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP), OR AN INDIVIDUALIZED FAMILY SERVICE PLAN (IFSP) IS DEVELOPED, REVIEWED, AND REVISED FOR EACH CHILD WITH A DISABILITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH 92 NAC 51-007.
PARTICIPATION IN ASSESSMENTS

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE INCLUDED IN DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS, WITH APPROPRIATE ACCOMMODATIONS, WHERE NECESSARY. AS APPROPRIATE, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT DEVELOPS GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS FOR THOSE CHILDREN WHO CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENTS AND DEVELOPS AND CONDUCTS THOSE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS.
Dorchester  PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION THE INFORMATION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES RELATING TO THE REPORTING OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES PARTICIPATION IN ASSESSMENTS.
LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT APPROPRIATE, CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES, INCLUDING CHILDREN IN PUBLIC AND NONPUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OR OTHER CARE FACILITIES, ARE EDUCATED WITH CHILDREN WHO ARE NOT DISABLED, AND SPECIAL CLASSES, SEPARATE SCHOOLING, OR OTHER REMOVAL OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES FROM THE REGULAR EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT OCCURS ONLY WHEN THE NATURE OR SEVERITY OF THE DISABILITY OF A CHILD IS SUCH THAT EDUCATION IN REGULAR CLASSES WITH THE USE OF SUPPLEMENTARY AIDS AND SERVICES CANNOT BE ACHIEVED SATISFACTORILY. IF PLACEMENT IN A PUBLIC OR NON-PUBLIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM IS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES TO A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY, THE PROGRAM INCLUDING NON-MEDICAL CARE AND ROOM AND BOARD, MUST BE AT NO COST TO THE PARENTS OF THE CHILD.
Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES HAVE AVAILABLE TO THEM THE VARIETY OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE TO NON-DISABLED CHILDREN, INCLUDING ART, MUSIC, INDUSTRIAL ARTS, CONSUMER AND HOMEMAKING EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION.
CHILDREN IN NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS

TO THE EXTENT CONSISTENT WITH THE NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE ENROLLED BY THEIR PARENTS IN NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS, PROVISION IS MADE FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THOSE CHILDREN IN SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN 92 NAC 51.
Dorchester  PUBLIC SCHOOL’S POLICY RELATING TO CHILDFIND ACTIVITIES APPLIES WITH RESPECT TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE ENROLLED IN NONPUBLIC, INCLUDING PAROCHIAL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS AND FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH AN INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM, AT NO COST TO THEIR PARENTS, IF THE CHILD IS PLACED IN, OR REFERRED TO NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS OR FACILITIES BY  Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS A MEANS OF CARRYING OUT THE REQUIREMENTS OF IDEA OR ANY OTHER APPLICABLE LAW REQUIRING THE PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES TO ALL CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES. CHILDREN SERVED BY NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS OR FACILITIES AS A

RESULT OF A REFERRAL BY THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL HAVE ALL THE RIGHTS THEY WOULD HAVE IF SERVED BY Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS NOT REQUIRED TO PAY FOR THE COST OF

EDUCATION, INCLUDING SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES, OF A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY AT A NONPUBLIC SCHOOL OR FACILITY IF Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS MADE A FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION AVAILABLE TO THE CHILD AND THE PARENTS ELECTED TO PLACE THE CHILD IN SUCH NONPUBLIC SCHOOL OR FACILITY. IF THE PARENTS OF A CHILD WITH A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY, WHO PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS, ENROLL THE CHILD IN A NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOL WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF OR REFERRAL BY THE Dorchester  PUBLIC SCHOOLS, OR A COURT OR A HEARING OFFICER MAY REQUIRE THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO REIMBURSE THE PARENTS FOR THE COST OF THE ENROLLMENT IF THE COURT OR HEARING OFFICER FINDS THAT THE

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAD NOT MADE AVAILABLE A FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION TO THE CHILD IN A TIMELY MANNER PRIOR TO THAT ENROLLMENT.
THE COST OF THE REIMBURSEMENT MAY BE REDUCED OR DENIED IF AT THE MOST RECENT IEP MEETING THAT THE PARENTS ATTENDED PRIOR TO THE REMOVAL OF THE CHILD FROM THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THE PARENTS DID NOT INFORM THE IEP TEAM THAT THEY WERE REJECTING THE PLACEMENT PROPOSED BY THE DISTRICT TO PROVIDE A FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION TO THEIR CHILD, INCLUDING STATING THEIR CONCERNS AND THEIR INTENT TO ENROLL THEIR CHILD IN A NONPUBLIC SCHOL AT PUBLIC EXPENSE; OR 10 BUSINESS DAYS (INCLUDING ANY HOLIDAYS THAT OCCUR ON A BUSINESS DAY), PRIOR TO THE REMOVAL OF THE CHILD FROM THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE PARENTS DID NOT GIVE WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE INFORMATION REQUIRED ABOVE. THE COST OF REIMBURSEMENT WILL NOT BE REDUCED OR DENIED FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE INFORMATION REQUIRED IF THE PARENT IS ILLITERATE AND CANNOT WRITE IN ENGLISH, IF COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENT WOULD LIKELY RESULT IN PHYSICAL OR SERIOUS EMOTIONAL HARM TO THE CHILD, IF THE SCHOOL PREVENTED THE PARENT FROM PROVIDING THE INFORMATION OR IF THE PARENTS HAD NOT RECEIVED NOTICE REQUIRED BY 92 NAC 51-009 OF THE PARENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE NOTICE TO THE Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THE REIMBURSEMENT MAY ALSO BE REDUCED OR DENIED IF PRIOR TO THE PARENTS REMOVAL OF THE CHILD FROM Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT INFORMED THE PARENTS, THROUGH THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS DESCRIBED IN 92 NAC 51-009, OF ITS INTENT TO EVALUATE THE CHILD (INCLUDING A STATEMENT OF THE PURPOSE OF THE EVALUATION WAS THAT APPROPRIATE AND REASONABLE), BUT THE PARENTS DID NOT MAKE THE CHILD AVAIALBLE FOR THE EVALUATION. THE REIMBURSEMENT MAY ALSO BE REDUCED OR DENIED UPON A JUDICIAL FINDING OF UNREASONABLENESS WITH RESPECT TO ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE PARENTS.
PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR PARENTS ARE AFFORDED THE PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS REQUIRED IN 92 NAC 51-009.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMPLIES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN 92 NAC 51-009 RELATING TO THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS AND INFORMATION.

Dorchester SCHOOL DISTRICT ENSURES THAT TRANSPORTATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO ANY SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENT WHO QUALIFIES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TRANSPORTATION UNDER NEB. REV. STAT. 79-1129.
PERSONNEL STANDARDS

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENSURES THAT ALL PERSONNEL ARE APPROPRIATELY AND ADEQUATELY PREPARED SUBJECT TO IDEA REQUIREMENTS AND Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL TAKE MEASURABLE STEPS TO RECRUIT, HIRE, TRAIN AND RETAIN PERSONNEL MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF IDEA TO PROVIDE SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.
PERFORMANCE GOALS AND INDICATORS

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL USE PERFORMANCE GOALS AND INDICATORS ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE TO ASSESS PROGRESS TOWARD ACHIEVING THOSE GOALS THAT ARE CONSISTENT TO THE EXTENT APPROPRIATE WITH ANY OTHER GOALS AND ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR CHILDREN. Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL PROVIDE THE NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WITH INFORMATION NECESSARY TO ENABLE THE STATE TO ASSESS PROGRESS TOWARD ACHIEVING THE GOALS ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE.
SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION REPORTING

Dorchester PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL REPORT DATA TO THE NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO DETERMINE IF SIGNIFICANT DISCREPANCIES ARE OCCURRING IN THE RATE OF LONG-TERM SUSPENSION AND EXPULSIONS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.   

The school district shall provide special education and rehabilitative services only to children with verified disabilities and qualifying conditions.
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