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Rationale
The purpose of this resource guide is to assist an Elementary (K-5) ESL Teacher with providing an appropriate educational program for English Language Learners.  Many students will need quality instruction to help them survive in the school environment and in the community. This guide will contain strategies and activities that will help students to improve their use of the English language. This guide will include strategies and activities which are organized into 5 domains.  These include Environment, Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking. It will contain a variety of instructional activities and resources.  Study guides and cooperative learning activities will be listed.  Also, methods and materials to check for student understanding will be given.

Basic Strategies for Use in an ESL Classroom
1. The teacher will build students prior knowledge of a lesson topic before teaching the actual lesson.

2. The teacher will create a class climate that is appropriate for all true color personality types.

3. The teacher will provide educational experiences that promote a low affective filter.

4. The teacher will incorporate many types of realistic materials in    planned lessons.

5. The teacher will provide lessons that progress, according to the Bloom’s Taxonomy-Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation.
6. The students will take turns asking the other about the question to use questioning and clarifying skills.
(Environment)

Physical Appearance and Interactions

· Positive, warm, nurturing environment-providing opportunities for success

· Guided, however, opportunities for independent task completion

· Photo directory of staff

· Photo gallery

· Posted schedule

· Rich visuals and labels

· Low affective filter

· Word walls

· Bright colors

· Music

· Multicultural Literature Posters

· Parent volunteers

· Plants and animals

· Realia

· Pictures reflecting students’ culture

· True Colors Match to Environment

· Classroom Management

· Positive Reinforcement-Tangible/Non-tangible reinforcers

· Comfortable-Furniture, Informal reading & work areas

· Social Dynamics-e.g. Matching new students with Blue student types

· Proximity

· Word walls

· Organized bulletin boards; not too crowded or busy looking

Activities
· Morning meeting
· Musical Themes
· Student Share Time/Student of the Week
· Teaching to learning styles
· Student centers-games, audio centers, etc…
(Reading)
Strategies
· Highlight words/phrases
· Use alternative colors/fonts to original words or charts
· Limit amount of text on page
· Picture to support text
· Reading along with books on tape
· Previous text
· Activate prior knowledge
· Create experience before reading
· Realistic Materials
· Predictions
· Scaffolding, such as transparencies
· Sentence strips
· Chunking
· Graphic Organizers, e.g. Story Maps, Venn Diagrams
· Illustrations
· Multi-cultural reading
· Portfolios
· Retelling
· SQP2RS Method
Activities
· Picture Walk/Backwards Picture Walk

· Comprehension
· Graphic Organizers

· Retelling

· Puppetry

· Reader’s Theatre

· Assigned Roles-e.g. Word finder

· Popcorn Reading

· Chunking

· Scaffolding

(Writing)
Strategies

· Pen pals

· Word web

· Highlight what you know

· Prompt

· Peer Editing

· Word Walls

· Recasting

· Split page note taking

· Graphic Organizers

· Rubric

· Self assessment

· Peer editing

· Thematic writing

· Picture dictionary

· Individual vocabulary note books

· Insert method

· Prompt

· (Process of Writing)-Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing, Publishing

· Background knowledge

Activities
· Story Map

· (Process of Writing)-Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing, Publishing
· Sticky Notes

· White Boards

· Attribute Charting

· Kid Writing

· Word List
· Framed Outline
(Listening)
Modes
· Distracted listening
· Tangential listening
· Metaphysical listening
· Signal listening
· Metaphysical listening
· Signal listening
· Sing-along listening
· Lyric listening
· Programmatic listening
· Allusive listening
· Reminiscent listening
· Identity listening
· Retentive listening
· Fault listening
· Innovation listening
· Memory Scan listening
· Directed listening
· Distance listening
· Ecstatic listening
· Emotional listening
· Kinesthetic listening
· Performance listening
Activities
· Following Directions for activities, assignments, and assessments

· Thing Pair Share

· Morning Meeting

· Question-Answer
· Imagery

· Music

· Tour Guides-field trips

· Multi-media language activities, such as Story on CD 
· Online games such as http://www.kidspiration.com 
· Total Physical Response (TPR)
(Speaking)
Strategies
· Longer wait time

· Slower speech

· Gestures

· Illustrations/visuals

· Key words

· Small groups

· Praise

· Recast

· Chants

· Reader’s Theatre

· Recorders

· Games

· Low Affective Filter

· Note Cards
Activities

· Morning Meeting

· Surprise Objects

· Question-Answer
· Power point presentation

· Sparkle Spelling Game

· Reader’s Theatre

· Chants

· Singing

· Dinner Party

Resources for Elementary ESL Teachers

(Texts and workbooks)
· Avenues –Hampton Brown text
· Harcourt Brace manuals and workbooks  
· Houghton Mifflin manuals and workbooks                      
· Four square writing method workbook
· Phonics Fundamentals
· Brighter Child
· School Zone
· Recipes from the Heart Behavior Management manual
· Coursework power point packets
· Language Proficiency Standards for English Language Learners
Technology (Computer)

· Webquest http://www.webquest.com 
· Transact http://www.transact.com 
· Inspiration/Kidspiration http://www.kidspiration.com 
· Rosetta Stone http://www.rosettastone.com 
· ABC teach online games http://www.abcteach.com 
· Broderbund Company CD games
· Davidson CD games
· The Learning Company CD games
· Reader Rabbit CD games
· Jump Start CD games
Reflection
This guide provides valuable information and resources for professionals working with Elementary English Language Learners.  It is suitable to teaching a certain population and developmental level.  Overall, it is easy to read and provides an organized outline of the topics covered.  Specific strategies and activities are stated and placed in the correct domain. The resources stated can be effectively use in ESL instruction.  This guide may eventually be expanded to include information for content area teachers working with English Language Learners.  Overall, this guide is quite helpful, especially to ESL teachers beginning their career.  Appropriate and updated information may easily be added in the future.  This will add effectiveness to the guide and provide continual support to ESL teachers. 
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