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Course descriptions

U.S. History I:

This course covers the history of the United States from before European contact through 1910.  Topics include: a brief introduction to pre-Columbian cultures, the Columbian exchange, English colonies, culture of provincial America, trans-Atlantic slave-trade, the Great Awakening, the Enlightenment, French and Indian War, Boston Tea Party, American Revolution, drafting of the Declaration of Independence, drafting of the Constitution, Jeffersonian Era, sectionalism, Jackson’s policies, slavery and the South, Antebellum culture and reform, Civil War, Reconstruction, westward expansion, Industrial Revolution, urbanization, imperialism, and the Spanish-American War.   

U.S. History II:

This course covers U.S. history from the first decade of the 1900s through present.  Topics include (but are not limited to): the Progressive Era, WWI, “roaring twenties”, Great Depression, New Deal, WWII, Cold War, Civil Rights movement, Vietnam War, Watergate, Reagan’s policies, and globalization.
World History:

This history course exposes students to social, economic, political, religious and artistic developments that shaped the world from 1500AD to present.  Topics include (but are not limited to): contact between eastern and western hemispheres and subsequent colonization, the Protestant Reformation, foundation of European nation-states, eastern European empires, Muslim empires, Chinese dynasties, China’s current government, Japan and colonial southeast Asia, the Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment philosophy, Industrial Revolution, India’s decolonization and independence, struggles of colonial and post-colonial African nations, modern science, WWI, WWII, post-colonialism, Latin American political history.
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology:
This college level course provides an introduction to the discipline of anthropology; teaches the concept of culture, its components (language, religion, art, social stratification, gender…); culture change and the practical application of anthropology in medical, political and social realms.  Migration and globalization are recurring themes, as they are relevant to today’s world.  By the end of this course students will have developed an understanding and appreciation for human diversity and the global flow of ideas.  

Human Origins: 

This college level course focuses on human evolution, and the evolution of our predecessors.  Students learn about fossils, dating methods, paleoanthropological theories, and our place in the animal kingdom.  By the end of the course students will understand modern human variation, be able to debunk the notion of race, be capable of describing our relationship with other hominids, and be able to explain why Homo sapiens is unique.

