Research Paper Guidelines
Topic due:  Nov.10th, 2010                                                             Paper due:   June 3rd, 2011                                      

Length:      Minimum of 8 pages (the last page should be a full page).  Maximum of 10 pages. These 

       limits exclude Title and Works Cited pages. (title page is optional)

Specifications:  Times New Roman 12pt font.  Double spaced.  1” margins on sides, top and bottom.

Topic: Your choice.  Your topic must relate to world history.  This means you may write about any 

group / historical figure / historical event / cultural phenomenon in the world..  Our class focuses on events, philosophies and people from 1500 to the present, so you may choose anything within that time frame.  But I must approve your topic.  If your topic is too obscure, or too complicated for the length of this term paper, I will ask you to pick something different.  Topics are due Wed, Nov.10th.  You may choose a topic and have it approved before then.
Content Overview:  Your paper should include a heading (your name, class, class period, due date), a 

title (centered), an introduction, a main body, a conclusion, citations (also known as in-text documentation, or in-text references) and a Works Cited page.  You must have at least five works cited, of which 3 or more must be books or scholarly journals (not websites!).  A Works Cited page is NOT the same as a bibliography.

Works Cited = a list of complete information for all the sources that you reference in the text of 

                         your paper (use this one!)

Bibliography = a list of sources in general, not necessarily used for your paper (avoid this!)

Helpful advice
Choose a topic that interests you.  Writing about something you like is more enjoyable than writing about something you hate or don’t care about.  

Make sure you have a thesis paper, NOT a book report.  If you write a description, the facts and nothing else, you’ve written a report.  This is unacceptable.  Your paper needs to have a point: what is it you’re trying to prove?  For example, your topic can’t be “the Industrial Revolution.”  But it CAN be “The industrial revolution caused a reduction in workers’ rights in England.”  Or, you could compare and contrast:  “The industrial revolution benefited England’s economy more than America’s economy.”   If you start your research and discover that your point has been refuted, that’s okay.  Explain why it was refuted in your paper’s conclusion.    Avoid persuasive arguments; facts alone support your thesis.
Avoid using quotes to convey information; the information you present should be in your OWN words.  Quotes have a place as short, poignant accents for your paper.  They are neither a way for you to meet page quotas, nor to avoid the work of summarizing an author’s ideas.

Ideas must be cited (referenced)!  If you borrow information from an author, you must give the author credit.  This indicates from where you got the information.  Otherwise, readers assume that you made it up, or that you yourself did a study that generated the data.  

Don’t feel intimidated!  We will talk about the term paper in class.  I will show you how to cite references, how to summarize without plagiarizing, how to do research, etc.  You are not alone on this assignment; I will set aside class time to work on problems or questions that you have.  Never be afraid to ask questions!  I won’t write the paper for you, but I will provide guidance.

