Writing Tips

· Don’t fear the Dictionary!  Dictionaries are valuable tools!

· All good writers make more than one draft. It is nearly impossible to write a “perfect paper” on the first try.  Once you have your ideas on paper, ask yourself:
1. Is it meaningful (does it make a point)? 
· If not, create an outline, and rewrite accordingly.
2. Does this make sense?  
· If not, clarify and organize your thoughts.  Outlines are helpful for this.
3. Are there unnecessary words?  
· If so, remove them.
4. Is there redundancy (repetition of ideas, words)?  
· If so, remove it.
5. Are words spelled correctly?  
· If not, correct them.  Read the document yourself.  Don’t rely on the spellchecker; it will overlook correctly spelled homophones.
· Read your work out loud.  This is the best way to find mistakes.

· Read your work to someone else.  Can they understand what you are intending to convey?

· Practice writing.  The best way to improve is to write every day.  The more you write, the easier it becomes. 

· Read books.  Everyone benefits from good role models.  Think of classic authors as your role models; follow their examples.  Avoid the internet; most net articles contain grammatical errors and misspellings.  

· Copy a page from a well-known author, one who has literary accolades (awards, praise).  As you copy her/his words, notice the spelling, punctuation and sentence structure.  

