MEDINA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Book Selection Policy

The book selection policy and procedures are a direct reflection of the Library Bill of Rights that has been adopted by the American Library Association. “The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that following basic policies should guide their services.”

I. RESPONSIBILTY FOR LIBRARY BOOK SELECTION

The Board of Education, legally responsible for the school library, delegates the responsibility of the selecting of books through the administrators to the school librarian. The librarian seeks the cooperation of the principal, teachers, students, and literary aids in selecting materials. However, the final responsibility rests with the librarian and the approval of the principal.

II. OBJECTIVES OF LIBRARY BOOK SELECTION

The primary objective of the school librarian shall be to implement, enrich, and support the educational program of the school. The librarian is also concerned with:  the development of reading skills and literary taste, the use of books in instruction, and the professional growth of the library.

III. CRITERIA FOR SELECTING BOOKS (library and/or classroom reading)
1. Needs of the school

i. Based on knowledge of the curriculum.

ii. Based on the New York State Standards.

iii. Based on requests of administrators and teachers.

iv. Based on interests, abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds and age range of student population.

2. Needs of the individual student

i. Based on knowledge of maturity level of students.

ii. Based on the extracurricular needs and interests of students.

iii. Based on intellectual growth and personal development of students.

3. Provision of materials of high literary and artistic quality

4. Provision of a wide range of materials on all levels of difficulty.

5. Provision of materials that represent diversity of appeal and all points of view. 

6. Provision of materials free of constraints resulting from personal, partisan, or doctrinal disapproval.

7. Provision of continuing selection and acquisition throughout the school year.

IV. BOOK SELECTION TOOLS

Reputable, unbiased, professionally prepared selection aids shall be consulted as guides.

