Guidelines for Outside Therapists on Campuses
From the Principal’s Newsletter 
(submitted by Denise Petherbridge, with input from Steve Polk & Kallie Gettinger)

The district recognizes that parents/guardians may choose to independently contract additional services for their children from agencies outside the district and outside of the educational program. The district is not compelled to allow outside service providers access to students during the school day. It is recognized that these additional services are outside of the student’s educational program, are paid for by the parent/guardian, are not a requirement of FAPE (free and appropriate public education) and are the choice of the parents/guardians as an addition to the free and appropriate public education that the district provides for all students.

It is recognized that there may be a reason for a family to request that outside service providers be allowed to provide services to their child during the school day. Outside service providers may not visit to provide pull-out therapy, in-class therapy, etc. during the school day. On a case-by-case basis, observation of a student by an outside service-provider may be allowed.

The district provides a full school day of instructional activities to all students. All school activities are important for students’ progress towards educational achievement. Outside community agencies may not interrupt a student’s school day for the provision of any services that is not singly directed by school staff.

It is recommended that parents/guardians treat virtual appointments with the same regard as in person appointments. Parents/guardians should check out their student to attend the sessions and check them back in, as appropriate. Parents will then be responsible for the appropriate supervision of their child while checked out of the campus for any outside service provider sessions.

The district is not responsible for providing a private space or supervision during this time as it is impossible to guarantee confidentiality, a consistent space and adequate supervision of the student outside of the classroom.

A parent/guardian shall provide a note from the outside service provider noting the absence from class.

