6th Grade Science Classroom Expectations
Welcome to 6th Grade Science!  Everyday we interact with the world around us.  This interaction can cause us to have a lot of questions.  We are all naturally curious and want to know why things happen the way they do. Science is useful in finding these answers.  I expect students will come to find some of the answers to their questions about the natural world and discover they still have many more questions.   

It is my hope for students that during their time in middle school science they come to the understanding that all life is interrelated, both in and out of the classroom.  We cannot act without there being consequences on ourselves and others.  It is my goal that students become “aware” of this interrelatedness. This awareness includes but is not limited to:

· Performing risk analysis before acting  

· Showing mutual respect to the teacher and student colleagues

· Using resources wisely because they are not infinite in their availability 

· Acting as stewards of the land and the organisms that inhabit it

The Colorado Model Content Standards in Science have identified Grade Level Expectations.  Grade Level Expectations are the articulation, concepts, and skills of a standard that indicate a student is making progress toward being ready for high school. 
The Grade Level Expectations that we will focus on in 6th Grade Science are: 
· Water on Earth is distributed and circulated through oceans, glaciers, rivers, ground water, and the atmosphere
· The physical characteristics and changes of solid, liquid, and gas states can be explained using the particulate model

· Distinguish among, explain, and apply the relationships among mass, weight, volume, and density
· Recognize that waves such as electromagnetic, sound, seismic, and water have common characteristics and unique properties

· Earth’s natural resources provide the foundation for human society’s physical needs. Many natural resources are nonrenewable on human timescales, while others can be renewed or recycled
· Organisms interact with each other and their environment in various ways that create a flow of energy and cycling of matter in an ecosystem
· Changes in environmental conditions can affect the survival of individual organisms, populations, and entire species
· Individual organisms with certain traits are more likely than others to survive and have offspring in a specific environment
Student Assistance 

· I will be available for helping students after school.  

· Please let me know ahead of time if you want to stop by for help so I can plan to meet you in the classroom.      

· Should I be unavailable to meet after school, I will announce it to the class that day.
· Students should also take advantage of Study Zone.  This is an afterschool program that is a quiet, teacher supervised environment where students can come to do homework.    

Expectations for Students

Respect for:

· Student colleagues, teachers, and any guests in the class

· Dissection specimens 

· Live animals

· Ideas of others

Respect by:

· Refraining from talking while another individual is speaking

· Actively participating in lectures and discussions; this includes practicing active listening while others are talking and having a strong voice when directly speaking

· Showing kindness and consideration to others and yourself

Honesty by:

· Avoiding plagiarism in written work

· Completing all work independently 

· Avoiding making excuses; take responsibility for choices made or not made

· Admitting an assignment is not completed to the best of student ability and taking advantage of an M&M (to be discussed later) to allow for more time to put the necessary effort into the assignment

· Acknowledging situations where more guidance from teacher is needed and seeking it

Bring to each and every class:

· The student = show up to class!

· Two writing utensils

· Science 3-ring binder with all previous notes and paper for future notes 

· Covered textbook

· Completed assignments

· A book to read or homework from another class to work on if you finish your work early

· A mind that is ready to inquire about the world

· Positive attitude for learning new things even when they are challenging
Class Procedures

· Every class starts with a Question of the Day (QOD).  Students are expected to be in their seat working on the QOD before the bell rings.

· Students will be given ONE copy of assignments and handouts.  If students lose or need an extra copy they need to make arrangements with a classmate to get the necessary questions or instructions.  

· Be prepared by bringing two writing utensils to class.  

· If a student has been absent he or she should pick up missed handouts and assignments from the: I was gone.  What did I miss? Notebook.  Get the missed notes and QOD from another student.

· Lab work is an important aspect of all science classes.  If a student is absent during a lab then it is the student’s responsibility to make up the lab within two school days.  This must be done on the student’s time, outside of class.

· Water in a bottle with a screw top will be permitted in the classroom only on days students are not in the lab.  
· Should a student need to leave the classroom for any reason during class, they must have submitted an M&M to the teacher.  The only exception would be a medical emergency.    
· At times there will be materials set out for a lab.  Leave these materials alone.

· Only enter a cupboard in the classroom with direct instructions from Miss Kolbet.  
· Please respect and keep all classroom animals safe.  Any mistreatment of the animals will result in the student being referred to the office.  
· The bell will not dismiss the class.  Students should remain in their seats until Miss Kolbet says it is okay to leave. 

Responsibility for Materials and Equipment

· Students are responsible for all materials and equipment given to them during the class.  If any of these items are damaged while in the possession of the student, he or she is responsible for repairing or replacing them.  

· Students should take extra care of their textbooks by covering them.  

· It is important to immediately report any missing or damaged materials and equipment.  

Grading

Grades for the class will be assigned by percentage of total points earned through in-class assignments, labs, homework, and assessments.

I rely on student honesty.  It is up to the student to realize before he or she submits any assignment that he or she needs further clarification of material to be successful with the assignment.  The student should immediately contact me to set up a time for any additional guidance and this should not be done as I am collecting the assignment.  

Any assignment a student cheats on will be assigned a zero.  Parents or guardians will be contacted and school administration as necessary.  

Students should follow the provided instructions and rubrics when completing all assignments.  If clarification is needed do not hesitate to ask me.  

Extra Credit

· Plan of Action: At the beginning of the week students receive a Plan of Action (POA) that outlines what we will be doing that week in class.  On the back of the POA are questions that relate to that week’s material or a study guide for an upcoming quiz.  Students can complete the back of the POA and turn it in on Friday (not before).  
· Trivia: Each week a trivia question will be posted.  Students should research the answer and submit it by no later than Friday.   
· One missing assignment for the quarter will result in the student losing all future extra credit opportunities for that quarter.      

Make-Up Work

· Make-up work is defined as work that is assigned to the class on the day on which a student has an excused absence.

· Students shall have one day per day absent due to an excused absence to submit make-up work upon their return to school.  
· If the student has an unexcused absence, work must be completed on the day of return, before or after school, no extra days will be allowed for make-up days.  

· A student who misses class because of an out of school suspension will receive a maximum of 75% credit on make-up work.  

· Refer to the student handbook for the distinction between excused and unexcused absences.    
Late Work

· If a student is unable to turn in an assignment when the assignment is collected in class the assignment is considered LATE.
· The student will attend Lunch and Learn the day the assignment is due or stay after school that same day – whichever is most convenient for the parent – to complete the assignment.   As soon as the missing work is completed, the student will be released to go home or to practice.
· Students who choose not to follow the Lunch and Learn and/or the Study Zone requirements will earn a detention.  That detention and subsequent consequences will be followed according to the Behavior Matrix. 

· The student is required to complete his or her assignments to learn the material.  All assignments must be completed and turned in within five school days of the original due date in order for the student to still be eligible for extra credit.    
Redo Policy for Assignments 

Students may choose to redo any homework, quiz, or test.  The redo policy does NOT apply to finals or labs.  A student caught cheating on an assignment is not allowed to redo the assignment.  If the student did not give 100% effort on the assignment the first time the assignment cannot be redone.  Any homework, quiz, or test must be redone within two school days of being handed back.  Students who earn less than a 73% on an assignment are required to redo the assignment.    

Students should follow these steps when redoing an assignment:
· .  On a new piece of paper:

· Write out the full question that was missed.

· Write the correct answer to that question.
· Staple the new assignment on top of the old assignment.

· Turn it in to the appropriate slot.

· Points will be earned back on the missed questions for correct answers.
Tardy Policy

· A student is considered tardy if he or she is not sitting in his or her seat when the bell rings.  Entering the doorway or being in the classroom as the bell rings is tardy.

· The tardy is unexcused unless the student has an admit slip excusing the tardy.  
Online resources 

· Our class website can be found at http://www.norwoodk12.org/kolbet Students and their parents/guardians can check this site for study guides and class resources.  

· Students will have access to the e-version and audiobook of their textbooks online at http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
· User name: nps6th 
· Password: classof2022 
M&M (Moment of Mercy)

You will receive four M&Ms per quarter.  M&Ms can be used for any of the following:

· Late work:  If you know you will need more time to complete an assignment than what is allotted by the deadline you may use an M&M to extend the deadline.  One M&M is good for a one day deadline extension.  You may use as many M&Ms as you have to extend a deadline.  This gives you extra time without making the assignment late.  Your M&Ms with your name on them should be stapled to the assignment.

· Tardies:  An M&M can be used to negate you being tardy to class.  To do this you should write your name on one of your M&M’s and hand it to one of us immediately upon entering the classroom.       

· Leaving the classroom:  If you need to leave the classroom after class has started to either use the bathroom, get a drink, or get something from your locker you must use an M&M with your name.  Without an M&M you cannot leave the classroom.  You are expected to return to class promptly.

· When you run out of M&Ms you will not receive any more until the beginning of next quarter.  Therefore, use them wisely and in situations which will best benefit you.  
· At the end of any quarter if you have any M&Ms left you can convert them to percentage points.  Up to four M&M’s can be converted each quarter.  Each M&M is worth a half of one percent.  So if you have four M&Ms left you can add two percentage points to your grade.  For example your grade could go from an 88% (B+) to a 90% (A-).  

Dear Parents or Guardians,

Students read and discussed the 6th Grade Science Classroom Expectations in class.  Please read the 6th Grade Science Classroom Expectations and discuss it with your student before the two of you print and sign your names. I look forward to working with you and your student in the upcoming year. 

If you should ever have any questions for me please do not hesitate to:

Call me here at school at 327-4336 Ext 115 and leave a message or

Send me an email at catherine.kolbet@norwoodk12.org
The 6th Grade Science Classroom Expectations should be used if you need to reference our classroom policies.  This upper part of this page is yours to keep if you should ever need to contact me.  On the lower part please provide me with the best way and time to contact you and the appropriate signatures.
Thank you,

Miss Catherine Kolbet


I _______________________________ the parent or guardian of ___________________________

have read with my student and understand the 6th Grade Science Classroom Expectations.  

_________________________ 
       _______

_________________________         _______
Parent/Guardian Signature 
       Date

Student Signature


     Date

The best way and time to contact me is:

Daytime Phone Number:




Evening Phone Number:

E-mail Address: 

