AP US Government and Politics 2024 Summer Assignment

Mr. Runyon


Congratulations!  You have signed up for a very challenging and rewarding class. AP US Government and Politics will focus on the structure and actions of all things political in the United States.  To better understand American democracy you’ll read an early argument for our formation. This fall is my favorite season, ELECTION SEASON. We’ll go over all things about campaigning, debating, raising money, and why politicians do and say the things they do. 

Join the Schoology group by using the access code 975FK-8GRXG.

Your summer assignment will consist of two parts.  
PART I:  One important aspect of government is knowing what is going on in the world around you.  Our first assignment will focus on current events.  Your assignment is to find one newspaper/magazine (online sources are fine) article in each of the following categories and then answer the following questions for each.

Article Categories:  
1. US Congress – could be just the House or Senate or both together



     

2. President Biden (current president and presumptive nominee)




3. Donald Trump (former president and presumptive nominee)


     

4. Supreme Court



      

5. State Government (Delaware State Government not just any state)

Find a current events article for each of the topics above that tell you something of interest that this topic of government, or person is currently doing.

Print out the article and turn it in with a paper answering the following:

1. Please give the Title of the Article, Source, Author, and Date of the article.
2. Write a 7-10 sentence summary of the article.  (What was it about?)
3. What does this article tell you about this part of the government or person itself?  (What did you learn about Congress, President, the candidate, Court, State? Etc.)
4. How does this apply to you?  Does it affect your family, area, etc.?
5. What is your opinion of the article and the part of the government it is about?  Make an argument for or against the article and what it is about.
Each question should be answered in paragraph form and contain at least 7 well-structured sentences.  The assignment is to be handwritten.  Please staple your article with the question page and remember your name on each.
PART II:  Thomas Paine’s essay “Common Sense” played a significant role in the American Revolution.  Read Common Sense and take notes on what you have read.  You will be able to use your notes on a quiz on the second day of class.  Your notes should be organized around the following topics:

What are Paine’s views on the origin and purpose of government?

Why does Paine argue that a monarchy is an ineffective way of governing?

What factors make it “common sense” for the American colonies to separate from England?

How will independence benefit the American colonies?

You should be able to find the text of Common Sense on many sites.  This is one of them: http://www.ushistory.org/paine/commonsense/ 

Your answers to Part I must be received in my physical mailbox at Concord by Monday, August 12, 2024. 
Keep your notes for Part II so that you can review and use them on the Common Sense quiz.

I will be available this summer but not always, due to travel and internet access, however, email me at glenn.runyon@bsd.k12.de.us if you have any questions or concerns and I’ll get back to you in a few days or a week. 

Don’t stress, AP GoPo is going to be fun! I’m looking forward to meeting all of you in the fall. 

