APUSH Summer Assignment
Mrs. Griffin / kari.griffin@richlandone.org

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation, by Joseph Ellis
Publisher:  Vintage Books [Random House] (February 2002)

ISBN:  9780375705243

1. For each chapter (excluding the Preface),complete a dialectical journal (aka: double-entry journal - DEJ, double-column notes - DCN).  Record detailed notes on the main issues and ideas presented in the required reading.  Notes will be handwritten, using black ink in the Modified Cornell format (DEJ / DCN) on “college-rule” notebook paper.  Notes must be legible!  Remember:  the purpose of notes is to “inform the person you are next week, not the person you are today.”

2. Start each chapter at the top of a new page.  You may take notes using both sides of the notebook paper.

3.     Modified Cornell Format (DCN / DEJ):



Left column:   Key people / events / concepts / dates / quotes / page numbers


Right column: Why this is significant? / How does it relate to the chapter’s topic? / Contextualize / Make connections / Agree 

                                       or disagree? / HTS

4.      End of chapter: 1/2 page summary of chapter.

•make an argument about the key message of the chapter and citing evidence to support your argument.

•make connections to previous concepts and themes.

Argument:

Connections:  
5.      To get the most out of the DEJ / DCN, follow these guidelines (Step 1-4)

Step 1:  Become well-acquainted with the Historical Thinking Skills (HTS)
Peruse the information in the Historical Thinking Skills (HTS) Folder

These skills allow for investigation and formulation of historical arguments about major historical developments
Step 2: Preview the Reading 
The theme/objective will indicate the overarching theme of the reading and the related class discussion. Everything in the reading will relate to that theme; therefore, everything in your notes will relate to the topic. 

Look at the pictures, graphs, maps, headings and subheadings. Activate prior knowledge. 

Preview the note card terms list. Scan for those terms in the reading. 

Step 3: Take double-column notes as you read 
Label the paper with the book title, chapter number, section title and page numbers. 

Write the theme/objective immediately below the book title, chapter, etc. 

Write the heading, then write the main idea of the section in your own words. To find the main idea, use the two-question method: 

―What is this reading about?

―What is the author saying about this topic?

Write key details to support the main idea in your own words. DO NOT copy the book verbatim – you must paraphrase and abbreviate. Steps:  read, process what you have read, paraphrase.  Taking notes as you are reading often results in an abundance of notes!  Hint:  Leave the pen on the desk while you are reading.  
Read for big ideas. 


-Are two policies contrasted?


- Does this reading focus on a major change over time? Is there an emphasis on cause and effect? 

Remember:  HTS – step 1

The best DEJ / DCN will include these themes. 

Step 4: Generate Questions. 

Close the book and write questions on the left side of the paper. 

Questions should begin with “How” or “Why” ―How did Lincoln’s election in 1860 lead to the Civil War? 

Remember:  HTS – step 1

6.   Answer the following questions after completing each chapter.  Answers should be typed (Times New Roman / 10–12 pt. / SS) and may be in the form of a bulleted list or complete sentences.  *This will be emailed to me by July 14th*
Preface: The Generation

1. According to Ellis’ preface, what is so phenomenal about the founding of the United States?

2. What is the paradox of the revolutionary era?

3. What are the criticisms of the Constitutional Convention?

4. What are the liabilities of the United States that made it difficult to build a nation?

Chapter 1: The Duel

1. According to Ellis’ explanation, why did Hamilton and Burr duel in the first place?

2. -Describe the rules of code duello
3. One of the themes that we will be following throughout the text is the issue of character. How does the duel between Burr and 

    Hamilton relate to the issue of character?

4. Why was Hamilton justified in his fears of Burr?

Chapter 2: The Dinner

1. What were the two issues at stake in this chapter?

2. What were the obstacles for each issue?

3. Why Madison and most Virginian’s dislike assumption?
4. What was the economic status of the fledging United States? 

5. Whose approval did Madison and Jefferson seek for moving the capitol to the Potomac?  

6.  What role did Madison play? Hamilton? Jefferson?

7.  How did the Compromise of 1790 illustrate the disagreement among the leaders of the revolutionary era?

8.  What problems arose that later led to the Civil War? 

Chapter 3: The Silence

1.  What were some of the initial arguments made for the prohibition of slavery (in spite of the ban on congressional discussions until 

     1808)?

2.  Why is this chapter entitled “The Silence”?

3.  Why was the abolition of slavery very unlikely at this time? Give four specific reasons.

4. Why wasn’t slavery included in the final draft of the Declaration of Independence?

Chapter 4: The Farewell

1. One of the themes of Founding Brothers is that of “character”. According to Ellis, what was so extraordinary about George 

    Washington? Include not only his political accomplishments, but also his character.

2. What were the main points that Washington wanted to make in his farewell address?  Why did he address these issues?

3. What does Ellis say about Jefferson’s reaction to Washington’s position?

4. What was the paradox of the early Republic that was embodied by Washington?

Chapter 5: The Collaborators

1. Who was the “odd couple” of the revolution? Why?

2. Why was the “great collaboration” destined to become the “great competition”?

3. What problems did Adams face in his presidency?

4. What were the Alien and Sedition Acts 1798?

5. Why did Jefferson and Madison believe Adams and the Federalists were capturing the government from the American people?

6. What were the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions?

7.  Why did Jefferson’s views on the French Revolution change?

Chapter 6: The Friendship

- Contrast the final thoughts of Jefferson and Adams on the revolution. Which one is most commonly in history books?  Why?

- When did Jefferson and Adams die? Why might this be appropriate?

7.    Concisely answer the questions below using short answer format and typed responses. (Times New Roman 10-12pt. / SS).  *This will be emailed to me by July 14th*
Ch. 1: “The Duel”

-Discuss the significance of the duel as it related to the young, fledgling nation.

Ch 2: “The Dinner”

-Account for the "sharp differences" dividing the leadership of the revolutionary generation.

Ch 3: “The Silence”

-Contrast the arguments of the North and the South on the issue of slavery.

Ch. 4: “The Farewell”

-Explain what Washington had in mind when he composed the Farewell Address.

Ch. 5: “The Collaborators”

-Ellis indicates that "the truly effective centers of power were located in two political partnerships based on personal trust." Explain and discuss this statement.

Ch. 6: “The Friendship”

Adams and Jefferson had a conflicting vision of the American Revolution. Explain the essentials of this difference. Discuss an analogy in today’s world.  

8. Using the DEJ / DCN format, Include five (5) quotes from the book.  Include the page number using MLA citation and explain the significance of each quote in 3-5 sentences.  Quotes must represent one of the following non-fictional elements.  Concise responses will be typed (Times New Roman / 10-12pt. / SS).  *This will be emailed to me by July 14th*
-author’s purpose

-author’s bias

-most compelling or memorable passage

-author’s tone

-author’s audience

-author’s point of view 

-impact of text elements (facts, statistics, anecdotes)

-how the text changed your perspective / opinion

9.  Summer Reading and Textbook Deadlines – 2022 / Teams Folder

*July 14th – Founding Brothers # 6 – 8 / Typed (Times New Roman / 10–12 pt.) / email to me at kari.griffin@richlandone.org by 11:59 pm on July 14th – submit as one document

*First Day of Class – August

     -Founding Brothers – DEJ & DCN

     -Enduring Vision DCN & Ch. 1-3 ID/Sig Cards   (properly bound)

