Northern York County School District

Volunteer Information and Clearance Certification Form
Effective the 2010-2011 school year, all volunteers will be required to complete the Volunteer Information and Clearance Certification Form before they will be permitted to offer volunteer services in the School District.

Northern York County School District welcomes and encourages volunteers and school helpers in its schools and classrooms.  For the safety of District students and staff members, all volunteers must complete the Volunteer Information and Clearance Certification form prior to having contact with students.  The District identifies two classifications of volunteers: Assistive and Independent.  Please refer to Board Policy 916 for the definitions and examples of each.  Independent Volunteers are required to submit both the Act 34 State Police and the Act 151 Child Abuse Clearance. Copies of these forms as well as directions for completing them can be found on the District website (www.northernpolarbears.com). Beginning in September 2011, all volunteers will be required to submit a tuberculosis screening. A volunteer must be documented free from tuberculosis before serving as a volunteer or school helper.

A volunteer’s name will be processed through the Pennsylvania State Police’s Megan’s Law website to ensure individuals working with our children are not registered sex offenders. Individuals identified as registered sex offenders will not be permitted to serve as volunteers within our schools.  Furthermore, individuals who have been convicted of any violent, drug related, or other serious felony will also not be permitted to serve as a volunteer in our schools. 

Formal Legal Name:           _________________________________________________________________________



 First Name
                                Full Middle Name 
          Last Name

Maiden Name:

____________________________________________________


Street Address:
       ____________________________________________________

City/Town, State and Zip:
____________________________________________________

Home Telephone Number:
____________________________________________________

Place of Employment:

____________________________________________________

Employment Address:

____________________________________________________

Employer Telephone Number:
_____________________________________________


Please complete this section only if you have lived at the above address for less than five (5) years

Previous Street Address:    ____________________________________________________

City/Town, State and Zip:
____________________________________________________

Clearance Waiver

I certify that I have not been convicted, within five (5) years immediately preceding today’s date, of any of the offenses set forth in Section 111 of the Pennsylvania School Code, which are listed below.  Further, I affirm that I have never been named as a perpetrator of an indicated or a founded report of serious bodily injury, sexual abuse, or sexual exploitation of a child or named as the individual responsible for the injury or abuse in an indicated or a founded report for a school employee.

I acknowledge that I have applied for and presented to the District the Act 34 (PA State Criminal History) clearance and that I have applied for the Act 151 (Child Abuse) Clearance which I will present to the District within the next 60 days.

Date: ___________________

__________________________________________


                                                  Signature of Volunteer
Screenings:
Tuberculosis

Date administered _________
Date Read __________
Nurse’s Initials ________

Megan’s Law

Date screened       _________

Admin.’s Initials_______

Form of Valid ID Presented   ______________________________    
Admin.’s Initials_______

Offenses set forth in Section 111 of the Pennsylvania School Code are offenses listed under one or more of the following provisions of Title 18 of the PA Consolidated Statutes:

Chapter 25  
Relating to criminal homicide.

Section 2702
Relating to aggravated assault. 

Section 2901 
Relating to kidnapping. 

Section 2902 
Relating to unlawful restraint. 

Section 3121 
Relating to rape.

Section 3122
Relating to statutory rape. 

Section 3123
Relating to involuntary deviate sexual intercourse.

Section 3126 
Relating to indecent assault. 

Section 3127
Relating to indecent exposure. 

Section 4303 
Relating to concealing death of child born out of wedlock.

Section 4304
Relating to endangering wel​fare of children.

Section 4305
Relating to dealing in infant children.

Section 5902(6) 

Relating to prostitution and related offenses.

Section 5903(c) or (d) 
Relating to obscene and other sexual materials.

Section 6301 
Relating to corruption of minors.

Section 6312
Relating to sexual abuse of children.

Additionally, any offense designated as a felony under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as “The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act.”

(2) An out-of State or Federal offense similar in nature to those crimes listed in clauses (1) and (2).

Act 34 - Section 1-111 of the Pennsylvania School Code requires that all applicants for school employment must obtain a criminal background check ("Act 34 Clearance") for the purpose of determining whether the applicant has been convicted of any of the offenses set forth therein. It is the policy of the Northern York County School District to require volunteers and school helpers, in certain circumstances, to obtain an Act 34 Clearance.  If you are required to provide an Act 34 Clearance, it will be necessary for you to submit a Criminal History Request Form (SP4-164) to the Pennsylvania State Police. The results will be returned directly to you, and you will be responsible for forwarding the results to the school district. 

Act 151 - Sections 6354-6358 of the Public Welfare Code requires that all applicants for school employment, both Pennsylvania residents and non-residents, also obtain a Child Abuse History Clearance ("Act 151 Clearance") for the purpose of determining whether the applicant has ever been named a perpetrator of an indicated or a founded report of serious bodily injury, sexual abuse, or sexual exploitation of a minor. It is the policy of the Northern York County School District to require volunteers and school helpers, in certain circumstances, to obtain an Act 151 Clearance.  The Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance Form (CY 113) must be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare - Child Line, in order to obtain an Act 151 Clearance.  
Volunteer and School Helper Administrative Guidelines

Although Northern York County School District welcomes and encourages parent volunteers and school helpers in its schools and classrooms, precautions must be undertaken by the District’s administrators to keep our students and staff members safe.  Therefore, the building principal shall have the right to exclude any person as a volunteer or school helper if the principal, in his or her judgment, believes the participation of that person as a volunteer does not serve the best interests of the students, the school, or the District.

Registered sexual offenders are prohibited from volunteering in a school within the Northern York County School District.  Pennsylvania's legislators have determined that making information regarding registered sex offenders available to the public enhances public safety. The knowledge of whether a person is a registered sex offender may be a significant factor in protecting students and staff members from potential harm.  Pennsylvania law permits individuals to be screened as sexual offenders through the use of the Internet.  Internet technology will be used by NYCSD administrators to identify sex offenders to help the District undertake appropriate proactive precautions to prevent or avoid placing students and staff members at potential risk.  The information obtained by screening potential volunteers and school helpers is intended solely as a means of public protection.  The District’s administration is fully aware that the listing for Megan’s Law does not include every individual that has ever committed a sex offense in Pennsylvania.  Therefore, Act 34 and Act 151 clearances may also be required.

In the interest of safety and to preserve the instructional integrity of our classrooms, volunteers must recognize that only children formally enrolled within the Northern York County School District, as students may be physically present in the District’s classrooms during instructional time.  Siblings of students may be present, following administrative approval, during “class parties.”
Before beginning service as a volunteer:

A volunteer must complete a Volunteer Information and Clearance Certification form and be screened using the guidelines below.  
The principal, or designee, shall verify the identity of any person desiring to serve as a volunteer.  This verification process shall include, but may not be limited to, the individual presenting a valid Pennsylvania’s driver's license or other valid picture identification document.

A Volunteer Information and Clearance Certification form will be processed and documented by the building principal before a volunteer may provide services to students.  The documented copy of the form will be submitted to the appropriate administrator for filing and additional necessary screening.

A volunteer’s name will be screened via Megan’s Law through the use of the Pennsylvania State Police’s Internet web site.

All volunteers or school helpers must agree to seek Act 34 and Act 151 clearances for him or her if serving as an Independent Volunteer/Coach/Sponsor.

A volunteer providing students with academic assistance, opportunities for practice, or assisting teachers or administrators with classroom or office clerical services, shall possess those academic and communication skills necessary to be an effective assistant.

A person who is required to register as a violent sex offender, or has been convicted of any violent, drug related, or other serious felony shall not serve as a volunteer or school helper in the District.

