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Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome to sixth grade!  We are looking forward to sharing the next school year with you.  We have very high expectations for all of our students and expect everyone to do their best every day.  

In this class you will be studying the ancient civilizations of the world.  We will work through history exploring each civilization and their impact on the world we know today.  Some of the civilizations we will study are the Egyptians, the Romans, and the Greeks.  We will be focusing on the Eastern Hemisphere (Africa, Asia, Europe).

Expectations
By the end of this course you will be able to:
· Describe how geography had an influence on the development of the Eastern Hemisphere 
· Define what makes a civilization
· Recall characteristics of many civilizations
· Describe how achievements in the past have shaped today
· Work in groups with fellow students successfully
· Utilize AVID teaching strategies to become more independent thinkers.
· Weekly info will be posted on teacher school website, and work will be able to students on TEAMS!
Materials you will need for this class:
1. AVID 3 Ring Binder
2. Pencils/Pens/highlighter/Color Pencils
3. Paper
4. Glue stick
5. Dividers for section for Social Studies

Homework
Homework for this class will come in a variety of forms, studying for quiz/test, projects, and assignments that may not have been completed in class.  

Tests and Quizzes
Quizzes and exams will be based on the material we have covered in class, in class notes, and homework assignments.


Projects
Projects will be generally independent. Class time will not be used for completing or working on projects.  Make sure to use your time wisely by planning to set aside time outside of the classroom to work on your projects. 

Behavior and Attitude 
Your behavior and attitude directly affect your performance. Keep this in mind at all times while you are in the classroom.  We will be utilizing the PBIS system, and we can communicate with parents through this. You will be receiving information on it soon. We have no time to waste!

Preparedness
Please be prepared! You will be expected to have a writing tool and your 3-ring binder every day.  Please be advised that you are also expected to have all work, handouts, and assignments on hand.  

Grading Policy/ Procedure
Each day, please check the homework board and write your assignment in your planner.  Homework is due on the day stated.  Late assignments are handled as follows: Students will lose 10 points everyday if something is late. A zero will be put as place holder until an assignment is turned in.

*If there is an illness or excused absence, it is your responsibility to get the work from us. *

Test/Quizzes: 30%
Homework/classwork: 40%
Projects: 30%

Please Note:
We will contact parents regularly.  In the event that phone calls are not enough, meetings with administration, the parents and/or teachers will be scheduled.  ABSOLUTELY NO cell phones, hats, hoods, IPod’s, other technology, fidget spinners, food or drinks (only water) are allowed in class.




If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at:  amber.laurence@onslow.k12.nc.us or here at the school (910)947-1202. 


I have read the social studies syllabus and I fully understand what is expected of me.  I look forward to having a great year. 

______________________________                     ___________________________
Students Signature                   Date 			     Parent Signature		   Date
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