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	What will I learn this year? 

	Welcome to the Northwoods Park Middle School Band and Orchestra Program.  Students will learn how to play an instrument through group and individual instruction.  Band and Orchestra is taught as an academic class through a performance curriculum.  Each  member performs throughout the year.
 6th GRADE:  All students in the sixth grade beginning Band and Orchestra will learn to play an instrument and perform in a large ensemble.  The students will develop an understanding of musical concepts and will achieve mastery in several musical skill areas.   The sixth grade will perform in two concerts during the year.  One in December and the other in May.  The students will learn out of the Essential Elements book 1.    
7th GRADE:  Students in the seventh grade will continue to learn about their instruments and perform to a greater degree.  Students will be encouraged to audition for the Eastern NC All-District Band as well as the Onslow County Honors Band and Orchestra. Seventh graders also perform in our two concerts.  When we finish book 1, the seventh grade will switch to Essential Elements book 2.

8th GRADE:  Students in the eighth grade will learn more extensively about their instrument and the fundamentals of music.  This group performs to a greater extent.  Students are encouraged to take private lessons and are expected to audition for All-District and Onslow County Honors Band.  

 and Orchestra


	What are the behavior expectations?
	· Be Respectful.  Be engaged and ready to participate. Accept directions, feedback or corrections from staff by listening and asking appropriate questions. Respect others’ right to learn. Raise your hand to participate in whole class activities or to get my attention. I will also raise my hand as a signal that I need everyone to stop, look and listen to my directions.  Value the property of others.
· Be Responsible.  Arrive on time. Be prepared for instruction with all necessary materials. Leave your area clean and free of trash. 

· Be Safe.  Use materials only as instructed.


	Are there any school wide and classroom policies/procedures I need to know?
	As a school, we follow PBIS procedures that have been established school wide. Inside each classroom you will follow the individual teacher’s guidelines.   
As a school policy, when a teacher or staff member raises his or her hand, you will follow the teacher’s example by raising your hand and being silent. 
 Food and Drink: No food or drink in the band room unless it is water in a clear bottle.

Students should have their instrument, music, a pencil, three ring binder, and supplies for their instrument daily.



	What consequences should I expect if I don’t follow class procedures? 

	All students are expected to follow the NWPMS Student Handbook. 



	How should I save my assignments and projects when using technology?
Will homework be assigned in this class?
	 All students will have an Office 365 account that you can access from any computer at home or at school.  You will save all of your work to your Office 365 account.    
Charge your laptop every night.  

Students may expect homework assignments that support classroom instruction. 
Music covered in class should be practiced daily. 20-30 minutes five times a week is suggested for home practice.  Students will be tested throughout the school year on their assigned pieces from the method book and concert pieces.

	What is the Outline of Units of Study for this class? 


	 1st nine weeks ( The method book is used a lot in the first nine weeks to develop all grade levels playing skills.       

2nd nine weeks ( The December concert music will be learned during the second nine weeks as well as combining the method book.  

3rd nine weeks ( We will use the method book again as well as reading music from different cultures.  We will talk about many countries and cultures and how their music can define it.

4th nine weeks ( We will work on the spring concert music as well as finish the method books.  We will read more music as well.

	What kind of assignments can I expect? 


	Students will learn music from their method books as well as music we will use for concerts.

	What do I need to do if I am absent?
	Students have five school days to make up missed assignments for full credit due to an excused absence as defined by OCS BOE policy.   

	What is the grading policy for this class?

	



Grading Scale

A: 90-100   B: 80-89   C: 70-79   D: 60-69   F: Below 59

Assignments turned in:

· On time



eligible for full credit
· Up to 5 days late


partial credit
· After 5 days


maximum grade of 40
· Last day of a grading period
                assignment(s) will not be accepted
The Band and Orchestra classes at Northwoods Park are all performing groups.  For this reason, a large part of the grade will be based on daily performance.  To receive a perfect daily performance grade, students should
bring their instrument, music, and any other assigned material to class.  Deductions in daily grades will be made as follows:  Forgetting your instrument is minus 5 points; forgetting your music, reeds, or mouthpiece is minus 3 points. Students will also have periodic playing exams and written music theory exams that will demonstrate their proficiency on their assigned musical pieces and scales.  Attendance at all concerts is mandatory.  Grading will be as follows:  Daily performance is 40%; Tests are 30%; Concerts are 30%.  Concerts are considered major exams and students who do not attend will receive 30% off their nine weeks grade.  If students are excused in advance or if there is an emergency, they may do a make- up assignment  on a music topic. Personal illness with a doctor’s note or a family emergency are the only reasons for being excused.  

All students are expected to wear specific clothing to concerts:

Dolphin Performing Arts polo shirt, khaki pants, socks, and dress shoes

         Performance dates for the year are:  December 12-Band ; December 13-Orchestra

                                                                        May 21-Band; May 22-Orchestra    

All concerts are in the gym and begin at 6:30 pm.                                                         



	What supplies will I need to be successful?

	 Students will need an instrument, a method book, three ring binder, and a pencil.  All students are expected to pay a yearly $10.00 band fee.  This fee is mandated by the school board and is used to buy equipment and supplies for the program. Each student will be expected to provide their own reeds, oils, slide grease, rosin, cleaning cloths and other items they may need.  Students are also expected to purchase a method book for class.  

Students should have a name tag on their instrument for easy identification.  Our county music dealer provides these for free.

Woodwind players that use reeds should have three of them and rotate each day.  All mouthpieces should be cleaned weekly and brass instruments should be thoroughly cleaned at home once a month.  If an instrument needs repairing, let Mr. Best check it first and he will let you know if it needs to be taken to our local repair shop.  A broken instrument needs to be repaired as soon as possible.  A note or receipt of repair must be presented to Mr. Best.
.



	What type of textbook will I use? 


	Students will use the Essential Elements book 1 for sixth grade; Essential Elements book 2 for seventh grade.  I will give material to the eighth grade.  

	Are there other places to go in order to find class information?
	Students and parents can visit the school website anytime for additional information.  This website will provide you with upcoming events at our school, such as; dances, fundraisers, sporting events, etc.  
The web address is:  northwoodspark.nc.ocm.schoolinsites.com



	Will there be tutoring or after school help if I am struggling with understanding the content? 

	Tutoring is available as arranged with the teacher. 

Parents must provide transportation. 





I have read and understand the attached classroom policies and procedures.

Please return this section to Mr Best. 
Student’s printed name:   _______________________________________________

Student signature:  ____________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​                           Date:  __________________

Parent signature:  _____________________________                          Date:  _________________
Excellence: Every Student. Every Day.  
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