Bristol Full PTO Meeting 10/6/2022
PTO Introductions – Susan Krieg, Maren Mellem, Elizabeth Walsh, Halle Dimar, Lauren Bruno, Christi Rejent, Kelly Scheffer, Elise Hoffsuemmer, Krysia Audet, Julia Ringkamp, Bill Senti, Emily Burst (not present Hannah Bingaman, John Helmig, Fran Barbieri)
Susan Kreig – Happy to see everyone here, PTO used to do these meetings every month, but have changed them to once a semester. Our focus for this meeting will be pick up and drop off.
Bill Senti – Thanking the PTO and parents for all of the support over the last few years. He covered the BEST fund and all of the things that the PTO has given to our staff and teachers. Wants to welcome thoughts and ideas for pick up and drop off. 6 years ago parents had arrival and dismissal at the top of their list for changes. Since COVID things have changed again. We have to check with fire/police department as well as City to make any new plans. 
Top 3 priorities when it comes to our drop off/pick up policy are 
1. Physical Safety (ensuring kids go home with the right person each day) 
2. Limiting local traffic for businesses and our residential neighbors
3. Convenience/ease for parents and families so they are not waiting for long periods of times. (Current set up takes about 10-15 minutes. Mornings are lighter on traffic and more spread out vs afternoons are heavy especially on bad weather days)
Parents broke out into small groups to discuss positive thoughts and ideas to improve the current system. 
Postitives – Safer, more efficient time wise especially in the mornings and on days with inclement weather.
Opportunities to improve – More accountability of who is picking up the student, cars on black top are wear and tear as well as dirty for area where the kids play, could 5th graders serve as crossing guards, could we pay off duty police officers to help with crossing streets (especially at Elm)
If we are dreaming big would an extra entrance to the back side of the building help (would have to ask the city), go back to having a 20 minute drop off window in mornings instead of 10 minutes, find a way to connect families for carpooling to ease amount of traffic
Emily Burst – ‘ Vertical Family Groups’ have begun this year for all students. Most of the family groups have 2 adults and 2 kids from each grade level which is to help create a sense of community. These Family groups are not academic based, more just a community building exercise. They will meet on Mondays at least ten times throughout the school year. In the future would like to build on this idea with service work, etc.
Updates from PTO – 
Events (Halle Dimar) - discussed our 10/21 Halloween event with a trick or treat trail through the halls of Bristol and then an outdoor movie night (if weather is inclement, we can move it indoors to the gym). We would like to have families come and decorate a table the evening of and pass out candy (PTO will provide the candy). 
Fundraising (Lauren Bruno)– our BEST funds have gotten lots of great things for our teachers - drums, ipads, classroom rugs, magnitiles, class library books, staff stipends. Field Trips have also been covered. We can do these things because of our great fundraising over the last few years.
Auditor (Krysia Audet) – our biggest two sources of fundraising are our “one and done’ campaign and our Trivia & Auction Night. With COVID we were not pushing that as much, but will begin again this year. One and Done is out there already from the newsletter, but hasn’t gotten a lot of donations yet. 
Beautification committee (Sarah Wurr) – Meeting this Saturday 10/8 (at 10am) and working on the landscaping to make the building more aesthetically pleasing. Mr. Senti met with Hixson students via zoom to ask for respect on our playground and for our building in the future. Encouraged anyone who sees any vandalism taking place to please call the police. 
Equity Committee (Fran Barberi) -Please donate Halloween costumes (of any size) that are no longer needed for your student to drop in the donation boxes beginning 10/10. Sunday the 16th 2-4pm everyone will be invited to shop a costume. 
Beginning Field Trips again for all grade levels. 
All parents who volunteer in the building (not class parties) have to go through the Raptor Program and be screened. Parents are not allowed to walk kids into the building for pick up/ drop off still. Parents could come in for their birthday or reading to the class, etc. that is something you could reach out to your child’s teacher directly to check in on. 
