PTO General Meeting
March 8, 2023

In attendance: Bill Senti, Principal; John Helmig, Teacher Liaison; Hannah Bingaman, Co-President; Susan Krieg, Co-President; Krysia Audet, VP Fundraising; Halle Dimar, VP Events; Lauren Bruno, Treasurer; Elise Hoffsuemmer, Welcome Committee Liaison; Jackie Olson, Welcome Committee; Tara Scheer, School Board liaison to Bristol; Kerri Goodson

Principals’ Report – Bill Senti
Thanks for Auction & Trivia event and fundraiser.  Showed a video on Parent Square, a new communication tool the district is rolling out next year.  All schools, classes will be on one tool.  All information across schools will show up on a feed, kind of like Facebook.  It has sign ups, fundraisers, field trips, school lunches, can set up custom groups (PTO, Room parents, etc.).  May not need Membership Toolkit and other tools.  Options to choose different languages.  Will invite the District communications director to the fall general meeting.

Literature about online safety available if anyone wants it.  A parent book and student book.  
We might consider another speaker on online safety again next year. Touch the Sky or FBI are good options.  Wait til 8th - a campaign to wait til 8th grade for social media.  Maybe able to work with other elementary schools on it.  

Teachers’ Report – John Helmig
Teachers really happy about PTO.  Big thank you’s for dinner during conferences.  And for support for Black History Month activities – Dare to Dream and the Black Rep.  Best Funds have been quick and easy this year.  All they have to do is ask and they are supported.  Thank you for cash gift at the beginning of the year.  

On teacher’s minds – playgroud updates.  They need major repair or replacement.  The set with the cables is cool but is not aging well.  There is only one company in Europe to get parts.  We’re talking to a company about a dino dig.  They also do playgrounds.  

Bristol Day at the Ballpark is May 20th.  Bravos will sing the National Anthem.  We want to make it clear that it’s an all school event.  More info coming out in bulletin.  Working to get tickets available for purchase online in GiveSmart.  If you want to sit together – buy tickets together.  We try to put grade levels together.

Anything else we can do for teachers?  The  sound system in gym always a problem.  Could talk to Sara Wichard about it.  The mics cut out.  Part of problem is sound system is in closet behind cinder block wall.  Is there a movable one we could use at Auction & Trivia and other events?

VP Fundraising – Krysia Audet
VP Fundraising works with Auction & Trivia, Gift Card sales, dine out nights.  We have committees for each of these.  Looking for people to join the trivia committee for next year.  Wine tasting mixer at Total Wine as thank you to committee and recruitment for next year.

Auction & Trivia was a big success other than sound issues.  Grossed over $60,000!  Fell a little short on Fund a Cause.  Goal was $10,000.  Part of fund a cause was to go towards putting in sound panels in cafeteria.  Mark Hinkle had a lot of experience with sound panels at their restaurants.  Sounded like he might be able to help or donate.  Ended up with $5500.  But can move money from other parts of trivia to help with project. We had less users registered in GiveSmart this year than 2020.  Could promote it more next year for folks not attending.  Spots still available in sign up parties.  Will promote it in the bulletin.  

Progressive Dinner is the most popular sign up party and it sold out fast.  More people want to attend but limited by how many people volunteer to host dinners.  Still looking for a dessert house host.  Might need to explain Progressive Dinner better for new families

Welcome Committee – Elise Hoffsuemmer
The Back to School picnic will be August 27th at Larson Park.  Looking for a new co-chair with Jackie next year.

VP Events – Halle Dimar
In the fall, we held the Halloween event with an outdoor movie.  This spring we have the Blacktop Ball on May 5th, and Art Fest & Book Swap in April.  Halle reached the end of her term so the VP Events position be open next year

Treasurer - Lauren Bruno
We have BEST Funds, which are mini grants to teachers for classroom needs.  PTO pays for busses and entry fees for field trips.  

VP Community – Elizabeth Walsh
Staff Appreciation committee provided dinner for staff at conferences.  The Staff lounge has been stocked.  Still have planned a food truck, gift cards, treat for adventure club staff.  We’ll be looking for a co-chair for the staff appreciation committee for next year.
Beautification committee – new Dads of Bristol group is helping clear garden area this weekend. Family groups making kindness rocks for the garden.  Monthly Saturday cleanup.  

President’s Report – Hannah Bingaman
We have several open positions for next year: Co-president, VP Administration and Communication, VP Events, VP Fundraising, VP Community, maybe Auditor and Secretary.  Please talk to us if interested.

We talked about a stuffed animal sleepover.  We might want to do at beginning of year as we might be able to get more teacher assistance.  


