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February 6, 2014
To:
Directors, Exceptional Children Programs


Lead Administrators, Charter Schools

From:
William J. Hussey, Director  WJH

Exceptional Children Division

Re:
Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) is guided by the core belief that all students should have access to challenging grade-level content. The DLM has created Essential Elements (CCEE) which are extended standards linked to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) from kindergarten to “eleventh-twelfth” grade in Language Arts and Math. The DLM assessment design assesses grade 3-8 and high school ELA and Math.  

The DLM alternate assessment system will let students with significant cognitive disabilities show what they know in ways that traditional multiple-choice tests cannot. The DLM system is designed to map a student’s learning throughout the year. The system will use items and tasks that are embedded in day-to-day instruction. In this way, testing happens as a part of instruction, which both informs instruction and incorporates good test-taking skills (i.e., student feels comfortable in using the computer and testing software when taking the summative test).

The purpose of this memo is to provide relevant information regarding the upcoming field test to Exceptional Children Directors, Test Coordinators, teachers, and students to help them prepare for the implementation of the test. Below is the link to the DLM site that indicates what needs to be completed by teachers prior to the specified field test that you may be participating in. There are two required areas that must be completed prior to the field test that may take approximately 45 minutes in length. You must complete the first contact sheet and the Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) profile information about each student on your roster, this will take about 10 minutes in length. There are training modules available for teachers to increase their knowledge in the area. The field test date has gone through some revisions and your Test Coordinator should have provided the most up to date time frame. 

 Again, please visit the link below for educators to complete some required information prior to the first field test.   If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dreama McCoy at 919-807-3920 or dreama.mccoy@dpi.nc.gov. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/ft1.html
Self-directed learning modules http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/modules.html 

Facilitated version of the modules:   http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/facilitated/index.html
Cc:
Nancy Carolan


Hope Lung


Brian Swiger
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