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Referral to RISE 
(Reaching Independence through Supportive Education)
When special education services are not completely meeting the needs of the student, more intensive services may be necessary.  Carlisle Public Schools has developed RISE services in order to meet these highly specialized needs.

When a grade level team determines that a student who receives special education services is not making progress with the more traditional special education programming, it can collectively make a referral to RISE services.  The referral will be considered by the RISE intake team, which will consist of the student’s current team of teachers and service providers, the RISE Special Educator, the RISE School Psychologist, the Principal and the Director of Student Support Services.  Although the Director of Student Support Services will ultimately be responsible for making the placement decision, opinions and feedback from each of each team member will be carefully considered.  When making this referral, the following information must be provided to the RISE intake team:

· Pre-referral paperwork

· Student IEP

· Most recent evaluations

· Teacher assessments

· Progress notes/reports

· Medical information

· Documentation of attempted interventions

The RISE intake team will review all paperwork provided.  This team may choose to seek out further information, including:

· Information from home providers and collaterals

· Family history

· Strength/interest inventory

· Behavior support plan

A student will be deemed appropriate for RISE when general special education services are no longer appropriate and all other district options have been exhausted.  There must be a documented need that relates to academic and social/emotional progress that has negatively impacted student performance and participation in school.  

Other Relevant Factors

· RISE services must be capable of meeting the unique needs of each referred student in order to maintain a safe environment

· There is a strong parental participation component to the program.  Parents must agree to this educational placement, and to participate in monthly consultation meetings with RISE staff.

· Upon admission into RISE services, a new IEP will be developed to meet the student’s unique needs.

If the RISE intake team determines that it is not an appropriate referral, they will meet with the grade level team to discuss other interventions and strategies that should be provided by that team.

Once a student receives RISE services, the student will continue to benefit from them unless one of the following scenarios occurs:

· Students make sufficient progress to meet the goals and objectives of their IEPs, and are able to successfully function within the general special education environment.

· Insufficient progress is made, and students require a more restrictive level of care, such as an out-of-district placement.

· Parents disapprove of the placement and are seeking different services, or refuse to participate in pertinent components of the program.  

