
Top of Form
Can I use a calculator? 
The ACT Calculator Policy (effective September 1, 2014)
The ACT calculator policy is designed to ensure fairness for all examinees, avoid disturbances in the testing room, and protect the security of the test materials.
· A permitted calculator may be used on the ACT mathematics test only.
· It is the examinee’s responsibility to know whether their calculator is permitted.
· Accessible calculators (such as audio/"talking," or braille calculators) may be allowed under the accessibility policies for the ACT® test.
The following types of calculators are prohibited:
· Calculators with built-in or downloaded computer algebra system functionality
Prohibited calculators in this category include:
· Texas Instruments:
· All model numbers that begin with TI-89 or TI-92
· TI-Nspire CAS—Note: The TI-Nspire (non-CAS) is permitted.
· Hewlett-Packard:
· HP Prime
· HP 48GII
· All model numbers that begin with HP 40G, HP 49G, or HP 50G
· Casio:
· fx-CP400 (ClassPad 400)
· ClassPad 300
· ClassPad 330
· Algebra fx 2.0
· All model numbers that begin with CFX-9970G
· Handheld, tablet, or laptop computers, including PDAs
· Electronic writing pads or pen-input devices—Note: The Sharp EL 9600 is permitted.
· Calculators built into cell phones or any other electronic communication devices
· Calculators with a typewriter keypad (letter keys in QWERTY format)—Note: Letter keysnot in QWERTY format are permitted.
The following types of calculators are permitted, but only after they are modified as noted:
· Calculators that can hold programs or documents—remove all documents and remove all programs that have computer algebra system functionality.
· Calculators with paper tape—Remove the tape.
· Calculators that make noise—Turn off the sound.
· Calculators with an infrared data port—Completely cover the infrared data port with heavy opaque material such as duct tape or electrician’s tape (includes Hewlett-Packard HP 38G series, HP 39G series, and HP 48G).
· Calculators that have power cords—Remove all power/electrical cords.
NOTE:
· Examinees may bring any 4-function, scientific, or graphing calculator as long as it is a permitted calculator modified if needed as described above.
· In a computer based testing environment, an on-screen calculator may be provided.
· Sharing calculators during the test is not permitted, and the test proctor will not provide a calculator.
· Examinees are responsible for ensuring that their calculator works properly. If their calculator uses batteries, the batteries should be strong enough to last throughout the testing session.
· [image: C:\Users\mary.wack\Documents\ASPIRE TESTING\calculators.png]Examinees may bring a spare calculator and extra batteries.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Sample Test Questions

Exemplar ACT Aspire online test questions can be accessed online at tn.actaspire.org. Visit
actaspire.pearson.com for information on how to gain access to these test questions and to
find supporting documents identifying reporting categories, standards, depth-of-knowledge
levels, and correct responses.

How to Schedule Testing

After student information has been uploaded into the ACT Aspire Portal, students must be
assigned a paper or online test session by grade and subject. You may choose the date(s)

on which you want to test as long as the date(s) is(are) within the boundaries of the overall
testing window. Subject tests can be administered in any order and in multiple sessions, as is
convenient for your school. Schedule enough time for each subject test to be completed in a
single sitting. Students should not start a test unless there is adequate time for them to finish
on the same day.

Scheduling Test Sessions

The timing of each subject test varies by subject and grade. The timing for the paper and online
tests are the same.

In scheduling multiple tests or the whole battery, also keep in mind the administrative time
room supervisors need to transition to the next test according to the collection/distribution of
test materials and the reading of Verbal Instructions.

English Text Audio for Sighted, English Audio for Blind, and Spanish Text Plus Audio forms
require 300% of the standard test time. When selected in the PNP, these will automatically
launch at 300% the standard test time for the online test. Table 1 shows the actual times the
test will launch for standard forms and audio forms.

Use of Calculators on ACT Aspire
Use of calculators will depend on the grade level of the student.

e Students taking the Grades 3-5 Mathematics subject tests cannot use a calculator. All
problems can be solved without a calculator.

e Students are allowed, but not required, to use an approved calculator on the Grades 6-Early
High School (Grades 9-10) Mathematics tests. Students are encouraged to use a personal
calculator they are familiar with, but a calculator tool will also be available within the online
testing system for the Grades 6-Early High School (Grades 9-10) Mathematics tests.

The use of calculators is not permitted on any other subject test. Unless a calculator is provided
by the school, each student is responsible for bringing his/her calculator to the test and making
sure it works properly. Students may bring a backup calculator and extra batteries, but they
may not have more than one calculator on the desk or in operation at a time. Students are not
allowed to share calculators during testing.

Itis the school’s responsibility to confirm that all calculators used by students are approved
before testing. A list of permitted and prohibited calculator models can be found on the Avocet
website (Avocet/Calculators/Calculator FAQ).




