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Special Announcement


The U.S. Department of Education, Eastern Arizona College (EAC) and Safford Unified School District are pleased to inform you that your 7th grader at Safford Middle School is a GEAR UP Student!  This exciting opportunity for you and your child is only available to 7th graders in selected schools in Arizona.

Are GEAR UP students and families special?

YES! GEAR UP, which stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs, is a free program that helps students succeed in school. It helps families and students learn about choices for education after high school and how to pay for it.  GEAR UP believes that every student should have the opportunity to go to college if they work hard, take the right courses and stay in school.  GEAR UP also believes that planning future success should begin with students and families in 7th grade and continue through 12th grade. 

What kinds of services does GEAR UP provide?

GEAR UP provides for Coordinators in each school district whose job is to help GEAR UP students succeed.  GEAR UP Coordinators make arrangements for services to help students succeed academically, such as mentoring, tutoring, study skills workshops and summer enrichment programs on college campuses.  GEAR UP Coordinators also arrange for students to learn about colleges and future career options.

The GEAR UP Coordinator will ‘move up’ with the current 7th grade students each year through 12th grade and will continue to arrange services and activities that meet students’ needs at each grade level. The GEAR UP Coordinator will help your child meet the high expectations that the principals, teachers and counselors in our district have for all students. 

What are the benefits of GEAR UP?

GEAR UP began nationally in 1999 and has had great results, including better student grades and attendance, higher test scores, increased enrollment in courses that prepare students for college, lower high school drop-out rates and increased college enrollment rates. 





How can parents be involved in GEAR UP?

According to experts, when parents are involved in their child’s education, the student’s grades, attendance and behavior improve.  In short, when parents encourage learning, their student is more successful.  GEAR UP provides many opportunities for parents and students to learn together about what it takes to be successful in school now and to plan for the future.  These family events will be arranged at times that are convenient for most parents.  GEAR UP also invites parents to join students for career activities and in high school college tours.

GEAR UP is always interested in hearing from you about how the program is benefiting your student and any suggestions you may have to improve the program.  We are all part of a team dedicated to your child’s success. 

This is just the beginning of the GEAR UP journey for you and your son or daughter.  You will be receiving on-going information and support from the School, the GEAR UP Coordinator and the EAC GEAR UP office.  Welcome to GEAR UP – we all work together to make dreams come true.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely,

MJ Wack

Mary J. Wack
EAC GEAR UP Site Coordinator Safford

612 W. 112th St
Safford, AZ 85546
(928) 348-7040 Ext.4312
mary.wack@eac.edu or
mwack@saffordusd.com
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