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LYONS TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

Language Arts Division




South Campus 


4900 S. Willow Springs Rd
January 7, 2014
Western Springs, IL 60558
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Happy New Year.  Second semester heralds some exciting changes in your child’s Language Arts curriculum.  My name is Mrs. Nikita Hulbert, and I am your teen’s Interpersonal Communication teacher. In case we do not have the opportunity to meet, I want to take the time to familiarize you with the objectives of this course and provide you with information about how you can contact me.

Why a Course in Interpersonal Communication?

Being literate today means ‘reading’ and responding to the world—not just books. But in a world filled with conflict, strife, and miscommunication, how can we focus on creating and inspiring life-long, competent communicators? 

We believe the Interpersonal Communication course addresses this need.  It is more than a public speaking elective; it is a study of human communication. The course examines how people communicate, why people communicate, and what factors affect communication both positively and negatively.  Students focus on the ways we gain information from others and the ways we shape and deliver messages to others. Whether one is giving a speech, participating in a group, or any other communication activity, this course provides students with the skills they need to interact more effectively with others.  Additionally, critical thinking skills and strategies learned in this course help students critique the media/persuasive messages that surround us.  

How to Learn More Details about the Class

 I will regularly update grades and the course calendar in Infinite Campus. I will also post assignment documents on my LT Web page at www.lths.net/nhulbert. Please encourage your teen to check both resources.
 I also have one request!  As this is a course devoted to communication, please use Infinite Campus as a platform to communicate with your student.  If I post a grade you feel is too low (or missing!), please take a moment and speak with your student about it. This will help keep students accountable for academic success, and it will also motivate students to continue the cycle and communicate with me about their progress and how to improve grades.  I am absolutely available to clarify and explain any assignment/grade, but my hope is the conversation will begin at home with the student.

Materials Used in Class & “R-rated” movie permission

In addition to the materials developed for the course, I often use supplemental reading, movies, video and audio clips to illustrate points of the lesson.  Occasionally, these might include some language choices that would give the clip a PG-13 or R rating.  Two probable movies are Crash and/or Music Within. Crash examines how culture and bias impact our ability to communicate effectively with other people.  We study how cultural tension and stereotypes inhibit our ability to understand and relate to others in a productive, meaningful way.  "Crash" won the Academy Award for Best Picture because of its realistic, insightful look into these very issues.  Music Within is the true story of Richard Pimentel, a brilliant public speaker with a troubled past, who returns from Vietnam severely hearing -impaired and finds a new purpose in his landmark efforts on the behalf of Americans with disabilities. We study rhetorical sensitivity and accepting others despite differences.  Please know that these are carefully chosen in order to discuss verbal choices and how they affect communication- how we can bring people together or escalate conflict based on how we choose to communicate.  If you have questions or prefer your student DOES NOT watch the films and completes an alternative assignment, please let me know. 


In addition, should you have a concern regarding any of the texts listed on the Course Overview that your child received in class and that is also posted on my webpage, please contact me at least 10 days prior to the presentation date of the text to receive forms requesting an alternative.  You can review the movies & texts on www.amazon.com, http://books.google.com/books?hl=en,  or www.imdb.com. 
Video Taping of Student Performances

I digitally videotape performance assignments.  These files never leave Lyons Township and are placed in specific computer folders where students will be able to view them throughout the semester to reflect on their personal progress.  Because they are locked files, they cannot be saved by any student, so you do not need to worry about them being uploaded to a website or seen by any students outside of our class.  This is a really valuable experience at the end of the semester; students are really surprised by and proud of the amount of progress they make. If you have questions or concerns about this, please contact me. 

How to Contact me

By far the quickest and easiest way to contact me is via email at nhulbert@lths.net.   You may also leave a voicemail message for me by calling 708-579-6517. 

I look forward to getting to know your teen and helping him/her to be a better communicator.  Do not hesitate to contact me at any time with any comments, questions, or concerns.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Nikita Hulbert
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign and return the bottom portion of this sheet so I know you received and reviewed the information above.   This sheet will also serve as a permission slip for your child to view films / clips that may be rated PG-13 or R as discussed above. Thanks!

Print Student Name:












Parent Signature: _________________________________________  Date: ______________________
**Additional comments, questions, or something I want you to know about my student:

