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Welcome to the SHS Course Selection Manual,

This Course Selection Manual provides the courses offered at Suffield High School, along with their descriptions.  It should be seen as a living document that changes and evolves with the times and needs of our students. Suffield High School staff collaborate as a team to build strong programs and courses that will speak to the interests and spirit of our students while simultaneously meeting the required state expectations. Developing a comprehensive academic and career plan is best accomplished through partnership between students, parents, school counselors, teachers, and administrators. A well-thought out plan will ensure that graduation requirements are met and that academic, personal, and social emotional growth and well-being are supported in preparation for post-secondary options such as college, vocational training, military service, or employment. 

All SHS students are encouraged to take time to review the information presented in this manual as it includes specific information about course offerings and descriptions, levels of instruction, graduation requirements, and academic expectations. It is important that students consider the course descriptions and prerequisites, keeping in mind their personal abilities and interests.  Students and their families are reminded to choose courses that contribute to the accomplishments of their academic, personal/social, and career goals. Choosing the right courses will help fulfill the school’s mission of making every student college and career ready.

At course selection time students are asked to make preliminary, but thoughtful, decisions about the courses they will enroll in for the coming year.  Because the master schedule is based on student requests, it is imperative that students make the wisest, most accurate choices to prepare for the next school year and beyond.   By mapping out courses, students will not only be able to complete graduation requirements, but also have the opportunity to take additional courses that enrich the learning experiences to assist in exploring future careers.

Suffield High School’s knowledgeable and dedicated school counselors, teachers, and administrators are here to partner with you to help make these important choices.  We believe all students can be successful, and this belief drives the work we do on a daily basis.  It is important that families, in conjunction with school personnel, work together to help students realize that the educational choices made today greatly impact the opportunities available to them in the future.  
We are privileged to be a part of such an outstanding school community and look forward to what we know will be both a rewarding and successful year. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions, concerns, or input at any time.

Go Wildcats! [image: ]

Sincerely,

Suffield High School Administrators, School Counselors, Faculty and Staff


GRADUATION

Graduation from our public schools implies the following:
1. Students have satisfactorily completed the prescribed courses of study for the grade levels in accordance with their respective abilities to achieve.
2. Students have satisfactorily passed any examinations and satisfactorily demonstrated the district’s performance standards, assessed in part by the statewide mastery examinations, established by the faculty and approved by the Board of Education. 
3. Students have fulfilled the legally mandated number and distribution of credits. 
Graduation shall not be held until 180 days and 900 hours of actual school work are completed. The adopted school calendar may be modified after April 1 in any school year to accommodate a graduation date in conformity with applicable statute. 

Graduation Requirements
In order to graduate and be granted a diploma, students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 25 credit hours, including not fewer than:

9.5 Credits in Humanities:
· Four (4) credits in English 
· Three (3) credits in Social Studies, including one (1) credit in Civics 
· One (1) credit in the Arts 
· One (1) credit identified as a Humanities elective in the SHS Course Selection Manual
· .5 Credit Personal Finance
9 Credits in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics: 
· Four (4) credits in Math 
· Three (3) credits in Science 
· Two (2) credits identified as a STEM elective in the SHS Course Selection Manual 
2 Credits in Career and Life Skills: 
· One (1) credit in Physical Education 
· One (1) credit in Life Education (Health) 
1 Credit in World Languages 
3.5 Credits in Additional Electives 

Beginning with the class of 2025 and beyond, middle school students may earn one (1) credit in mathematics and one (1) credit in world language upon the successful demonstration of mastery of the high school subject matter content for courses taken in middle school. For example, middle school students who demonstrate mastery following the fulfillment of high school level mathematics or world language courses will be given the option to apply up to one (1) credit for math and one (1) credit for world language toward meeting graduation requirements.
Pursuant to sections 319 and 320 of Public Act 23-204, starting with the high school graduating class of 2025, school districts shall not permit a student to graduate from high school unless the student has completed the FAFSA, other institutional financial aid application for those without legal immigration status, or a waiver developed by the CSDE. This waiver can be completed by the parent/guardian or the student (if 18 or older or an emancipated minor). On and after March 15, a principal, school counselor, teacher or other certified educator may complete such waiver on behalf of any student if they affirm that they have made a good faith effort to contact the parent/guardian or student on at least three (3) occasions about completing the FAFSA or other institutional aid form.


 Credits required per year for Promotion
· To Grade 10 - Minimum of 6.0 Total Credits
· To Grade 11 - Minimum of 12.0 Total Credits
· To Grade 12 - Minimum of 18 Total Credits
· All students must carry a minimum of 6.0 credits for the year.

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

Each December the Course Selection Manual is updated for the upcoming school year and shared with students and families along with the timeline for the Course Selection process.

In January teachers engage in conversations with students regarding student strengths and interests and provide course recommendations for the following school year. Teachers add their recommendations into PowerSchool.

Once students begin the process of entering course requests, School Counselors meet with each student to review teacher recommendations, graduation requirements and have meaningful conversations to help to guide students in choosing courses that best fit their academic and future goals. 

During the course selection process, students are expected to carefully consider and select courses aligned to their academic progression.  Once the registration period has concluded, student schedules will be generated based on the requested courses and designated alternates.  At this time schedules will be final and no changes will be made.

The only schedule change considerations that will be made in the fall will be in regards to level changes to the students current scheduled courses. If a student starts a course for which they were recommended but finds it too difficult or not challenging enough, the student will be given 10 days from the start of the school year to move into a more appropriately leveled class as agreed upon by the classroom teacher, school counselor, student, and parent. Please note any approved level change may impact the placement of other courses within the student’s schedule. A move may not be granted if it causes sections to be over enrolled.  After the course level change has been made, any course grades that the student earned in the course into which they were initially placed will remain unchanged. 

We recognize that there are extenuating circumstances that may develop and warrant the review of a schedule change after the 10 days period. These types of situations will be looked at on an individual basis and require administrative approval. 

Students may withdraw from a class and enter a study hall prior to the twenty-fifth school day of the semester or year without penalty.  In such cases, their enrollment and grade for the course does not count towards QPA/GPA or show on their transcript.  Courses dropped on or after the twenty-fifth day will be included in QPA/GPA and listed on the transcript with a failing grade.

All students must maintain a minimum course load of 6.0 credits per year.

Course Level Overrides
We recognize that in rare moments of the course selection process, parents and students may wish to appeal a course level teacher recommendation.  In such cases students/parents may request to override the suggested level and enroll in a higher course level.  Before students/parents override, however, we ask that students/parents consider the possible outcomes of such action:

1. If students/parents decide to override the teacher course level recommendation and this course becomes too difficult, there is no guarantee that a replacement course is available and fits in the student’s schedule.
2. The students could find themselves deficient in credits if not successful in completing the course
3. A failing grade for a term may jeopardize eligibility and possible honor roll status and will affect the student’s GPA, QPA.



LEVELS OF INSTRUCTION

Suffield High School offers a diversified curriculum for students with differing abilities, talents, and interests.  In an attempt to best meet the needs of all students, most required courses at Suffield High School are offered at different levels of instruction.  Students are scheduled into the most challenging level of coursework for which they are capable, based primarily on teacher recommendation.

Academic Level (A)
Academic-level courses are designed to support while challenging the learner. The student who benefits the most from this level enjoys receiving instruction using hands-on manipulatives, concrete examples, graphic organizers, scaffolded instruction, and chunking longer projects/papers with teacher conferencing.  Academic-level courses foster growth in skills outlined by Common Core State Standards, preparing students for college and career readiness.   Students recommended for academic level courses have demonstrated the scholastic need for teacher support in content, work habits and goal setting allowing them to hone their skills for success beyond high school


Honors Level (H)
Honors-level courses are designed to challenge the advanced learner.  Students should expect to reach a deeper scope of skills than the academic class: a higher reading stamina, the motivation to revise work, critical thinking skills, and the propensity to finish complex tasks in a timely manner. Students in honors - level classes are expected to have a solid foundation of skills from previous courses and an ability to connect these skills to new learning, and an ability to apply these skills in problem solving. Students taking an honors-level class have demonstrated the ability to take responsibility for their own learning, work fluidly both independently and collaboratively, and display the propensity to finish complex tasks in a timely manner.  These students should consistently aspire to achieve higher-level quality work through self-reflection and self-advocacy.  These classes are recommended to students by teachers who have evaluated a student's past practice and achievement. 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
AP classes are college level courses requiring an exceptional amount of study on the part of the student who is expected to take the College Board Advanced Placement Examination in the second semester.  A passing grade (typically 3 or better on a scale of 1 to 5) may earn college credit depending on the requirements of the individual colleges and universities students plan to attend.   Students should expect to reach an advanced scope of skills than the standard or honors class: a higher reading stamina, the aptitude to think critically, and the propensity to finish complex tasks in a timely manner.  Students taking an AP class have demonstrated the ability to take responsibility for their own learning, work fluidly both independently and collaboratively.  The expectation is that the students will exemplify self-advocacy and time/stress management as there are several demanding tests involved in the AP Curriculum.  These classes are recommended to students by teachers who have evaluated a student's past practice and achievement. 

UCONN ECE
UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

Class Rank and QPA 
Rank in class is used to determine the valedictorian, salutatorian and class scholar designations.  The decile rank in class will be determined by adding up the grades for all courses and dividing by the number of credits.
The Quality Point Average (QPA) is what determines a student's decile rank.  The final grade for each course is averaged to determine the QPA and a student is ranked based on where their average is in relation to their classmates.  The final QPA for seniors is calculated at mid-year in the same manner.  All courses given credit and numerical grades are included with a few exceptions.  Transfer credits will be designated as a “T” on the transcript and do not count towards GPA/QPA.

All courses are assigned to one of three levels: AP/ECE, Honors, or Academic.  A student’s GPA equivalent will be multiplied by an assigned point value multiplier and then averaged to determine class decile.  The unweighted Grade Point Average (GPA) is on a 4.3 scale.  The weighted Quality Point Average (QPA) is on a standard 5.0 scale.
Each level is assigned a quality point multiplier, as shown below:
· AP/ECE		1.2	 
· Honors 		1.1	
· Academic	1.0
Seniors must have attended Suffield High School for a minimum of four full semesters prior to graduation in order to be eligible for consideration as class valedictorian or salutatorian

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

The Suffield High School Special Education Department offers a comprehensive program of education and support services for students who are eligible for special education. Programs are designed to meet student needs based upon an individualized educational plan. Suffield High School strives to provide students with special needs a program in the least restrictive environment. The least restrictive environment ensures that those students with disabilities are educated with nondisabled peers to the maximum extent possible. 

Programming options include:
· Regular classes with program modifications 
· Regular classes with resource services provided in a small group setting for a prescribed number of hours a week 
· Independent curriculum opportunities with instruction in the mainstream environment to the maximum extent possible. 

Suffield High School offers transitional planning services to students with special needs. Special Education teachers, guidance counselors, and related service faculty provide students and parents with vocational assessments, explore transitional opportunities, and access community resources. The school also serves as a liaison between students and vocational opportunities within the community.

HUMAN RELATIONS #9923 1.0 credit
This course is designed for special education students who attend general education classes and require an additional supportive environment staffed by a transdisciplinary team.  Its focus is on developing student skills and competencies in personal and social domains. The goal of the course is to be proactive in nature, providing students with the skills and strategies necessary to manage emotions, arrive at good decisions, and develop coping skills that are necessary in meeting daily demands and expectations. Humanities

LIFE SKILLS #9916 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support with functional skills. Life Skill Education instruction focuses on concepts and skills needed for successful adult living including personal, social, daily living, communication, and vocational skills. This comprehensive course will emphasize data driven, individualized areas of need which includes self-advocacy/self-determination, time management, and self-monitoring; activities of daily living such as cooking, wellness & personal safety aspects, and hygiene; relationship skills such as communication, dealing with social media, peer pressure, leadership skills, decision making, and good citizenship in an outcome-based manner. Humanities

LITERACY SKILLS #9912 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support in the development of literacy skills. Specialized instruction will address needs in the areas of literal and inferential comprehension strategies, reading decoding, reading fluency, strategies for teaching written responses to texts, vocabulary skills, writing fluency, grammar/editing skills, and organization of writing.  Targeted strategies and modeling will also be provided with a focus on organization, self-advocacy, time management, test taking, classroom learning, and transition skills. Humanities

NUMERACY SKILLS #9914 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support in setting up and solving equations and word problems. Remediation and specialized instruction will address needs in the areas of basic math skills, understanding the vocabulary associated with math word problems, graphing, solving equations, and theorems.  Targeted strategies and modeling also will be provided with a focus on organization, self-advocacy, time management, test taking, classroom learning, and transition skills. STEM

LITERACY/NUMERACY SKILLS #9925 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support in the development of both literacy and numeracy skills.  Students will split their weekly time between two teachers, in two classrooms to develop and remediate skills in the areas of reading, writing and math.  Specialized instruction in numeracy will address needs in the areas of basic math skills, understanding the vocabulary associated with math word problems, graphing, solving equations, and theorems.  Specialized instruction in literacy will address needs in the areas of literal and inferential comprehension strategies, decoding, reading fluency, strategies for teaching written responses to texts, vocabulary skills, writing fluency, grammar/editing, and organization of writing.  Targeted strategies and modeling will also be provided with a focus on organization, self-advocacy, time management, test taking, classroom learning, and transition skills.  STEM/Humanities

APPLIED COMMUNICATIONS 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support in regulating their social emotional wellness from interfering in school success. Targeted strategies and modeling will be provided with a focus on recognizing behaviors that interfere with social communication, and strengthening interpersonal skills to successfully participate within the educational setting. Social Skills education teaches students appropriate interpersonal communication skills, (e.g., identifying personal space, maintaining eye contact, engaging in non-preferred topics of conversation, appropriately initiating and closing conversation, and recognition of nonverbal cues), and problem-solving skills. It combines a number of strategies to prevent and replace problem behaviors, and increase skills and behaviors leading to social competence. Humanities

EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING   1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education, attend general education classes, and require additional support in regulating their emotions and behaviors that interfere with school success.  Direct instruction and support in the areas of organization and long-term planning are also a focus.  A plan of strategies for self-advocacy, self-monitoring and study skills will be developed on an individualized basis with the student.  Targeted problem solving and regulation strategies and modeling will be provided.  The class will also focus on time management, test taking, classroom learning strategies, and transition skills. Humanities

APPLIED ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education and require an alternative setting for reading and writing instruction.  Independent reading can take the place of the grade level English requirement.  This class is typically recommended for students with significant impairment related to reading or writing.  Students in this class are provided with instruction focused on functional reading and writing skills and address individualized IEP goals and objectives in reading, writing and transition. English/Humanities

APPLIED MATHEMATICS 1.0 credit
This course is designed for students who qualify to receive special education and require an alternative setting for math instruction.  Applied Math can take the place of the grade level Math requirement.  This class is typically recommended for students with significant impairment related to math.  Students in this class are provided with instruction focused on functional math skills and address individualized IEP goals and objectives in math and transition. Math/STEM


HUMANITIES


PERSONAL FINANCE


PERSONAL FINANCE #581 (A) 0.5 credit 	Grade 11-12
In this one semester course students study the job market, money management, banking, credit and loans, investments, insurance and consumer rights and responsibilities. This course offers students an opportunity to plan and manage personal finances. Humanities

ENGLISH


ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY
The Suffield High School English Department recognizes the individual needs and abilities of our students.  Therefore, we offer a diversified program that teaches thinking, reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills consistent with the customs, ideas and values expressed in the Suffield High School philosophy.

MAJOR GOALS OF SUFFIELD HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
The Suffield High School English Department works with students to develop proficiency, confidence, and fluency in reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and creating to meet the literacy demands of the 21st century. A variety of strategies, processes, and instructional methods will teach students to: read and respond to literary, informational, and persuasive texts across cultures and literary periods; create original content working in a variety of modalities such as audio and visual; analyze media such as film and websites with a critical eye; and collaborate with peers to foster independent thinking and self-directed learning. 9-12 ELA teachers encourage, teach, and support students as they learn how to read critically, write carefully, and create meaningfully. The Language Arts program meets the content and performance standards of the Common Core State Standards. 

THE ENGLISH PROGRAM
Four (4.0) full credits of approved English courses are required for graduation. They are taken in the typical sequence and must be passed.


	Grade
	Courses 

	  9
	1.0 credit in English I Academic or Honors 

	10
	1.0 credit in English II Academic or Honors 

	11
	1.0 credit in English III Academic or Honors, OR AP Language and Composition, OR AP Literature and Composition

	12
	 1.0 credit in two senior elective courses (Listed below), OR English IV/ UConn ECE, OR AP Literature and Composition, OR AP Language and Composition



ENGLISH I #127 (A) 1.0 credit	Grade 9
This course introduces students to the expectations of high school level work, including review of grammar and vocabulary, the essentials of research, the basics of writing, and exposure to various literary genres, including the novel, drama, short stories, and non-fiction. Students learn to work in multi-modalities engaging in student-driven learning through the use of independent reading, student-led discussions, multimedia projects, and book clubs.  Themes a first-year student will encounter in this class are the Hero Within, Justice, and Self-Identity.  This academic-level English course fosters growth in reading, writing, active listening, and speaking, as outlined by the Common Core State Standards. This course promotes core literacy skills for college and career readiness. Students will read fiction and nonfiction pieces of American and world authors to practice building their reading stamina, self-reflection skills, collaboration skills, and independent work engagement. Academic-level courses are designed to support all learning styles.  English/Humanities

ENGLISH I #129 (H) 1.0 credit	Grade 9
The honors course, while using the same themes and skills as the academic class, challenges the student to reach more depth and breadth within the scope and sequence.  The offerings for book clubs, for example, reach higher reading lexiles; the writing prompts ask the writer to tackle claims supported through multiple texts; and students are asked to evaluate more than one theme or idea when reading, writing, and speaking. Students are asked to make a deeper dive into theory and application of reading and writing. 
Honors-level courses are designed to challenge the advanced learner.
Students should be able to demonstrate these skills to be successful in an honors-level class: 
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· capability to work independently and collaboratively
· propensity to complete work in a timely manner
 Suggested grade is a B+ or higher from previous placement, meeting benchmark SBAC English/Humanities

ENGLISH II #138 (A) 1.0 credit	Grade 10 
This course provides a furthering of the development of language and multimodal presentation skills through reading, writing, speaking, and listening. There will be an increased focus on the literary genres of literary nonfiction, drama, and the novel. Readings include modern American novels and drama, Shakespearean plays, selections from world literature and thought-provoking non-fiction that explores how writers use their craft to reflect on the problems of our world.   English/Humanities.

ENGLISH II #139 (H) 1.0 credit	Grade 10
The honors course, while using the same themes and skills as the academic class, challenges the student to reach more depth and breadth within the scope and sequence.  The offerings for book clubs, for example, reach higher reading lexiles; the writing prompts ask the writer to tackle sub claims and counterclaims; students are asked to evaluate more than one theme or idea when reading, writing, and speaking; and the research unit requires students to find and evaluate more complicated research using an annotated bibliography.  Compared to the academic class, students are asked to make a deeper dive into theory and application of reading and writing.
Honors-level courses are designed to challenge the advanced learner.
Students should be able to demonstrate these skills to be successful in an honors-level class: 
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· capability to work independently and collaboratively
· propensity to complete work in a timely manner
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation. English/Humanities

ENGLISH III #161 (A) 1.0 credit	Grade 11
Students will trace the development of American Literature and how writers highlight the American Experience. A representative selection of plays, short stories, essays, poems, biographies, and novels will be considered for discussion, reading enjoyment, and audio-visual presentation. Critical discussions and writing assignments, such as rhetorical and argumentative, are integral to this course. English/Humanities.

ENGLISH III #162 (H) 1.0 credit	Grade 11 
Students will trace the development of American Literature and how writers highlight the American Experience. A representative selection of plays, short stories, essays, poems, biographies, and novels will be considered for discussion, reading enjoyment, and audio-visual presentation. Critical discussions and writing assignments, such as rhetorical and argumentative, are integral to this course. 
Honors-level courses are designed to challenge the advanced learner.
 Students should have developed these skills:
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning
· capability to work independently and collaboratively
· propensity to complete work in a timely manner
 Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation. English/Humanities

English IV/ UCONN ECE 
UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 


AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION #165 (AP) 1.0 credit	Grades 11 or 12
Students are expected to take the AP Language and Composition examination at the end of the course. Students will read, write, speak, and listen to construct meaning of written, visual and oral texts; read with understanding and respond thoughtfully to a variety of texts, focusing on American literature; write and speak English proficiently to communicate ideas clearly; create works using the language arts in visual, oral, and written texts; choose and apply strategies that enhance the fluent and proficient use of language arts; understand and appreciate texts from many literary periods and cultures; and employ the language arts for lifelong learning, work and employment.  This is a course where students can earn college credit so students should have the expectation that much of the work will be completed outside of class time with strict deadlines. The expectation is that the student will exemplify self-advocacy and time/stress management as there are several demanding tests involved in the AP Curriculum. There is a deeper level of analysis required for texts and an openness to critique and improve upon their own writing craft.
Students should expect to be challenged and persevere with a deep understanding of skills:
· exceptional reading stamina
· ability to construct meaning of a variety of written, visual, and oral texts
· capability to read with understanding and respond to the author’s craft
· command of the Rhetorical Situation
· a high level of analysis understanding the “why” and the “how” of texts
· willingness to edit/revise their own writing
· propensity to complete work at an accelerated level and in a timely manner
· stress and time management skills
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation. English/Humanities

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION   #111 (AP) 1.0 credit	Grades 11 or 12
The purpose of this course is to prepare students for the reading, shared inquiry, and writing at the college level, and foster their love of literature. The course itself is designed to engage students in the reading, interpretation, discussion, and critical analysis of literature. Through the intense reading of diverse texts, students will enhance their understanding of the way’s writers use their craft to reflect on social concerns, and how they communicate their ideas about the world. There is a deeper level of analysis required for the works studied and an openness to critique for students to improve upon their own writing craft. This is a course where students can earn college credit, so students should have the expectation that much of the work will be completed outside of class time with strict deadlines. At the end of the course, students will take the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition Exam, and students who are successful will be prepared to excel at the university level.
Students will be challenged to practice the following skills:
· exceptional reading stamina
· ability to construct meaning of a variety of written, visual, and oral texts
· capability to read with understanding and respond to the author’s craft
· high level of analysis understanding the “why” and the “how” of texts
· propensity to complete work outside of class at an accelerated level
· command of how figurative language and literary devices are used to engage and challenge the reader
· capacity to discuss works of literature, focusing on the author's purpose, style choices, universal themes, and relevance
· willingness to edit/revise their own writing
· time management 
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation. English/Humanities

SENIOR LEVEL COURSES
Senior students not enrolled in AP Literature, AP Language, or UConn ECE must choose TWO half-year English electives to satisfy their full year English credit.  You must and can only take ONE elective per semester.

WORLD LITERATURE THROUGH THE GRAPHIC NOVEL #113 (A) 0.5 credit
This elective provides a study of the genre of the graphic novels to explore diverse, global perspectives. Students will analyze images and text with this unique format of storytelling in order to draw a critical understanding of the purpose of the text. Through reading, writing, and discussion, students will create their own understanding of thematic elements that are presented in a different style of narrative. Additionally, students will utilize interdisciplinary understanding of the texts that create social and historical commentary from authors and illustrators around the world. This course is designed to engage students with an alternative format of the novel while maintaining academic rigor that expands upon recognition of the blending of text and images in our ever-expanding visual world.  English/Humanities

WORLD LITERATURE THROUGH THE GRAPHIC NOVEL #114 (H) 0.5 credit
This class has the option to contract for Honors level.
In order to receive honors credit, a student must submit an essay by the last day of the junior year signifying the intent to perform honors work. Contract Leveling allows students the opportunity to earn honors credit. Please read the expectation of work for honors credit: Honors PBL.


WRITING THE NATURAL WORLD: INQUIRY & EXPLORATION   # (A) 0.5 credit 
In this senior elective, students will be introduced to many authors who have expressed themselves through the medium of the short story, poetry, science writing, and narrative nonfiction. The focus is on developing skills and practicing techniques for fiction and non-fiction composition as well as reading diverse texts on topics inspired by and about the environment. Students will be asked to consider the world around them in new ways through direct interaction with the natural world. The class will focus on field studies in order to watch, feel, listen, and experience the world around them, to appreciate and engage with local nature, and to document their experiences as a resource for the coursework. In addition, students will read works by nature writers and interact with local scientists and naturalists to consider the relationship between writing and sustainability.  English/Humanities

WRITING THE NATURAL WORLD: INQUIRY & EXPLORATION  #(H) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
 This class has the option to contract for Honors level. 
In order to receive honors credit, a student must submit an essay by the last day of the junior year signifying the intent to perform honors work. Contract Leveling allows students the opportunity to earn honors credit. Please read the expectation of work for honors credit: Honors PBL.

 
MODERN COMMUNICATIONS AND CAREER WRITING #133 (A) 0.5 credit
Students learn effective communication skills for college, business, and personal success. Students will approach reading and writing through the lens of their future selves, who have a significant stake in learning to communicate quickly and efficiently with a variety of audiences and for different purposes. This shift in perspective, from current high school student to future responsible adult, will require them to plan, imagine, create, and reconsider their previously held beliefs about the utility of reading and writing. Career-ready students require the confidence not only to fulfill the general duties of their jobs but also need to communicate their ideas, to find solutions to problems, and to participate in conversations. Through reading and writing experiences focused on real-world scenarios, students will have adequate practice writing with practical and authentic purposes. English/Humanities

MODERN COMMUNICATIONS AND CAREER WRITING #151 (H) 0.5 credit
This class has the option to contract for Honors level.
In order to receive honors credit, a student must submit an essay by the last day of the junior year signifying the intent to perform honors work. Contract Leveling allows students the opportunity to earn honors credit. Please read the expectation of work for honors credit: Honors PBL.


SPORTS JOURNALISM AND LITERATURE #116 (A) 0.5 credit
Students will gain essential background knowledge regarding American journalism to familiarize them with the role of news media in a democratic society. This course will allow students to engage with the topic of sports across various forms of literacy. Texts can range from narrative driven writing, like novels and biographies, to social media posts and current events. Through analysis and discussion, students will take on the role of readers, journalists, critics, and even marketers in the world of sports.  Students will extend beyond just the classroom into their school sports world, score exclusive interviews, and conduct their own research.  This will allow students to dive into creative elements of writing and give them tools to interpret the world they live in through the influence of sports.  English/Humanities

SPORTS JOURNALISM AND LITERATURE #313 (H) 0.5 credit 
This class has the option to contract for Honors level.
In order to receive honors credit, a student must submit an essay by the last day of the junior year signifying the intent to perform honors work. Contract Leveling allows students the opportunity to earn honors credit. Please read the expectation of work for honors credit: Honors PBL.

Humanities Elective Courses

(These courses cannot be counted toward English Graduation Requirements)

CREATIVE WRITING #176 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 10-12
Creative writing is designed for students in all grades interested in refining their imaginative skills in the composition of memoir, short and long-form fiction, drama, speculative fiction, poetry, and other creative compositions.  Daily exercises will emphasize the development of creative writing techniques such as structure, imagery, theme, form, and genre specifications for each type of writing project. Assessments will include the reading and analysis of master texts to be used as a model for student writing, individual consultations with the instructor, and writing workshop-style peer editing and conferencing.  The completion of a Student Portfolio and Reflection at the semester’s end is required. This course is elective only and does not count toward the 4 credit English graduation requirement. Humanities

WRITING CENTER #WS002 (H) 0.5 credit		Grades 10-12
This course explores the process of writing and how to apply these skills learned in the setting of a writing center. From short stories to thesis papers, students are assigned a variety of writing tasks across multiple academic disciplines. Writing center theory and practice will train a cohort of writing center coaches to serve the Suffield High community in our student-led writing center. Student coaches-in-training will engage in an in-depth study of how writing is taught in order to help others and themselves become better writers.  Through collaboration, students will study, practice, evaluate and ultimately develop methods and strategies associated with peer coaching in the writing center. Students will also engage in project-based learning opportunities to create authentic products that can be utilized by the students and staff at Suffield High to improve writing and writing instruction. Upon successful completion of the course, students become full-time members of the writing center and can earn community service hours when they work in the writing center throughout the remainder of their time at Suffield High. Time commitments to the writing center after the course is completed is developed on an individual basis with the center director; however, coaches are asked to volunteer at least once a week in the writing center.  Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation.  This course is elective only and does not count toward the 4 credit English graduation requirement. Humanities

SOCIAL STUDIES


Social Studies is defined as the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. Within the school program, social studies provide coordinated, systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and sociology, as well as appropriate content from the humanities, mathematics, and natural sciences. The primary purpose of social studies is to help young people make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. 

The aim of social studies is the promotion of civic competence—the knowledge, intellectual processes, and democratic dispositions required of students to be active and engaged participants in public life. By making civic competence a central aim, Suffield Social Studies teachers emphasize the importance of educating students who are committed to the ideas and values of democracy. Civic competence rests on this commitment to democratic values, and requires that citizens have the ability to use their knowledge about their community, nation, and world; to apply inquiry processes; and to employ skills of data collection and analysis, collaboration, decision-making, and problem-solving. Young people who are knowledgeable, skillful, and committed to democracy are necessary to sustaining and improving our democratic way of life, and participating as members of a global community.

 Course Sequence in Social Studies
*The majority of major accredited colleges and universities require these courses to be considered for admission.

	Grade
	Courses 

	  9
	Modern World History (A or H) or AP Human Geography

	*10
	*American Government & Civics (A or H) or AP U.S. Government & Politics

	*11
	*American History (A or H) or AP U.S. History

	12
	Students can choose additional Social Studies Courses
(Listed Below)



MODERN WORLD HISTORY #603 (A) 1.0 credit 
In this rapidly changing world, it is imperative that the 21st century learner be well versed in the foundations of the contemporary global setting. Suffield students will have a well-rounded understanding of how the events of the 20th century have provided the background of the 21st century world.  Throughout the course of the academic year, students will explore the causes and ramifications of Global Imperialism, World War I, Global Economic Depression, World War II, the Cold War, and Modern Global Issues.  In addition, a particular emphasis will be placed on Global citizenship as students will seek out and plan initiatives to aid humanitarian efforts throughout the globe.  The course will be structured in a fashion to allow students to develop connections between the past and the contemporary world as well as strengthen their global perspective as they attempt to understand their place in this rapidly changing planet.  Social Studies/Humanities

MODERN WORLD HISTORY #604 (H) 1.0 credit 
In this rapidly changing world, it is imperative that the 21st century learner be well versed in the foundations of the contemporary global setting, this course seeks to build that narrative.  Coupled with the work that the students have completed in their 6th and 7th grade course, the Suffield students will have a well-rounded understanding of how the events of the 20th century have provided a context for the background of the 21st century world.  Throughout the course of the academic year, students will explore the causes and ramifications of Global Imperialism, World War I, Global Economic Depression, World War II, the United Nations, the Cold War, and Modern Global Issues.  In addition, a particular emphasis will be placed on Global citizenship as students will seek out and plan initiatives to aid humanitarian efforts throughout the globe.  The course will be structured in a fashion to allow students to develop connections between the past and the contemporary world as well as strengthen their global perspective as they attempt to understand their place in this rapidly changing planet.
 Students should have developed these skills:
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation. Social Studies/Humanities

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY #613 (AP) 1.0 credit		Grades 9-12
AP Human Geography is an intensive year-long course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the Earth.  Unit topics that will be covered include population, migration, culture, language, religion, gender, ethnicity, political geography, economic development, industry, agriculture, and urbanization. The purpose of this course is for students to gain an understanding of the concepts, themes, skills, and perspectives of the academic discipline of Human Geography while developing higher order thinking, writing, and participation skills at a collegial level.  Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation. Social Studies/Humanities
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT & CIVICS #605 (A) 1.0 credit
The success of a democracy depends on the effectiveness of a politically active and informed citizenry.  This course is designed to provide students with a theoretical, foundational, and working knowledge of the American governmental system.  The purpose of the Civics course is for students to examine the US Constitution, its origins, and how it has evolved over time; providing students with the knowledge, motivation, and capability to become active citizens.  Special emphasis will be placed on the concept of “service learning” where students actively research, plan, and act on an issue of particular importance.  Students will be provided a framework and develop an understanding of how the political system functions at the local, state, and federal levels as well as develop a sense of their role, the role of the individual citizen, within said system.  Social Studies/Humanities 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT & CIVICS #606 (H) 1.0 credit
The success of a democracy depends on the effectiveness of a politically active and informed citizenry.  This course is designed to provide students with a theoretical, foundational, and working knowledge of the American governmental system.  The purpose of the Civics course is for students to examine the US Constitution, its origins, and how it has evolved over time; providing students with the knowledge, motivation, and capability to become active citizens.  Special emphasis will be placed on the concept of “service learning” where students actively research, plan, and act on an issue of particular importance.  Students will be provided a framework and develop an understanding of how the political system functions at the local, state, and federal levels as well as develop a sense of their role, the role of the individual citizen, within said system.
 Students should have developed these skills: 
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
 Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation.  Social Studies/Humanities 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS #654 (AP) 1.0 credit	Grades 10-12
Advanced Placement US Government & Politics will offer students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This course will include study of important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to our national governmental system for those interested in a more rigorous examination of politics, government, history, or legal studies at the collegiate level.  Throughout the course, students will examine the foundations of American democracy, interactions among the branches of government, civil rights and civil liberties, public opinion and political ideology, and linkage institutions including political parties, campaigns and elections, interest groups, and the mass media. Students who take this college level course will be prepared and required to take the Advanced Placement examination for which they may receive credits or advanced standing at the college level. Open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors, the course will provide students an excellent foundation for further scholarship in the areas of political science, legal studies, and US History.  Successful completion of this course will prepare students for learning at the collegiate level as students will work throughout the year on developing critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity skills.
 Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· exceptional reading stamina
· motivation to revise work 
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· ability to construct meaning of a variety of written, visual, and oral texts
· capability to complete work at an accelerated level and in a timely manner
· stress and time management skills
· propensity to learn independently
 Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation.  Social Studies/Humanities

AMERICAN HISTORY #610 (A) 1.0 credit 
*The majority of major accredited colleges and universities require these courses to be considered for admission.
American History provides a chrono-thematic overview of the United States from 1865 to the present.  Cultural, political, economic, and societal developments are studied as students will build upon the foundational knowledge gained in their 8th grade early US History and 10th grade American Government and Civics courses to develop new understandings on how the modern United States emerged.  Some featured topics include Civil Rights, Innovation & Growth, the American Economy, and Foreign Conflicts.  Students will progress through the content of American History with particular emphasis placed on historical thinking skills including chronological thinking, historical comprehension, analysis and interpretation, research skills, and decision making, while examining pivotal ideals, events, organizations, and people who shaped our contemporary nation.  Social Studies/Humanities

AMERICAN HISTORY #611 (H) 1.0 credit
American History provides a chrono-thematic overview of the United States from 1865 to the present.  Cultural, political, economic, and societal developments are studied as students will build upon the foundational knowledge gained in their 8th grade early US History and 10th grade American Government and Civics courses to develop new understandings on how the modern United States emerged.  Some featured topics include Civil Rights, Innovation & Growth, the American Economy, and Foreign Conflicts.  Students will progress through the content of American History with particular emphasis placed on historical thinking skills including chronological thinking, historical comprehension, analysis and interpretation, research skills, and decision making, while examining pivotal ideals, events, organizations, and people who shaped our contemporary nation. 
Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· advanced reading stamina 
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation.  Social Studies/Humanities

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AMERICAN HISTORY #612 (AP) 1.0 credit
Advanced Placement American History provides a chronological and thematic overview of America from 1492 to the present.  Political, economic, cultural, and societal developments are studied.  Students who take this college level course will be prepared and required to take the Advanced Placement examination for which they may receive credits or advanced standing at the college level. 
Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· Exceptional reading stamina
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· ability to construct meaning of a variety of written, visual, and oral texts
· capability to complete work at an accelerated level in a timely manner
· stress and time management skills
· propensity to learn independently 
 Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation. Social Studies/Humanities

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY #649 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link 	Grades 10-12
The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatments of psychological disorders, and social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas. The AP Psychology course is designed to be the equivalent of the Introduction to Psychology course usually taken during the first college year. Students who take this college level course will be prepared and required to take the Advanced Placement examination for which they may receive credits or advanced standing at the college level. Students should be able to read a college-level textbook and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.
Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· exceptional reading stamina
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· ability to construct meaning of a variety of written, visual, and oral texts
· capability to complete work at an accelerated level in a timely manner
· stress and time management skills
· propensity to learn independently 
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement, a review of PSAT scores, and teacher recommendation. Social Studies/Humanities

AFRICAN AMERICAN/BLACK AND PUERTO RICAN/LATINO STUDIES #655 (H) 1.0 credit		Grades 11-12
Recommended Prerequisites: US History and Modern World History 
The course is an opportunity for students to explore accomplishments, struggles, intersections, perspectives, and collaborations of African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino people in the United States. Students will examine how historical movements, legislation, and wars affected the citizenship rights of these groups and how they, both separately and together, worked to build U.S. cultural and economic wealth and create more just societies in local, national, and international contexts. Coursework will provide students with tools to identify historic and contemporary tensions around race and difference; map economic and racial disparities over time; strengthen their own identity development; and address bias in their communities.
 Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· advanced reading stamina
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner 
 Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation.  Social Studies/Humanities

PHILOSOPHY #678 (H) 0.5 credit		Grades 11-12
Why do we exist? Are we really free, or are we predestined? Is there a god? What is reality? What is good?  These are questions philosophers have dealt with since antiquity and these same questions still intrigue people today.  Through active class discussions, students will investigate possible answers to these and other questions in this course, while raising issues involving the application of philosophy into everyday life. Through application techniques of logic, students will be encouraged to be actively involved in the process of constructing a personal philosophy. 
Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· advanced reading stamina
· motivation to revise work
· critical thinking skills to evaluate longer, more complex texts  
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation.  Social Studies/Humanities

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY #647 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11-12
Psychology is the study of human behavior and mental processes. How do we think? How do we learn? Why do we behave in the manner we do? What does an I.Q. score mean?  This course seeks to provide students with answers to these questions and many more regarding the function and operation of the human brain.  Through the examination of case studies, students will learn of varying psychological abnormalities and therapies, which includes methods of diagnosing potential cognitive, emotional, or intellectual issues as well as methods of treatment.  Topics such as Psychological Approaches to Behavior, States of Consciousness, Psychological Disorders, Types of Therapies, Intelligence, Memory, Personality, Social Psychology, Motivation, and Emotion will be covered.  Social Studies/Humanities

APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY #643 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11-12
Applied Psychology focuses on the members of the class as individual behaviors and personality development are studied. In a sense, the class members are the content of the course. The main component of study is the Transactional Analysis Model which stresses behavior analysis and behavior modification. This model requires students to study individual behaviors and group interactions (of self and others) through the lens of the three ego states that are present in transactional analysis. The other components of the course are stress management theories and strategies, and practice in group dynamics-both processing techniques and activities. How and why do we do the things we do? How can people modify their own behavior over time? Applied Psychology instruction is based on active student participation in activities related to personal and group analysis. Social Studies/Humanities

SOCIOLOGY #691 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11-12
The purpose of the Introduction to Sociology course is to provide students with a greater understanding of human relationships and behavior within large and small groups of society. What is society? What role does society play in making you, you? How does culture impact people’s behavior?  What determines “normal” vs. “weird” behavior? Why do people commit crimes? This course seeks to provide students with answers to many of these types of questions regarding human behavior and society. Topics of study include: Sociological Foundations, Cultural Diversity, Social Structures, Socialization, and Deviance.  Social Studies/Humanities

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS #608 (H)  0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Grades 11-12
In a rapidly changing world, it is imperative that the 21st century learner be well versed in contemporary global history. This course seeks to build on the foundational narrative students have learned in Modern World History to create both informed and active global citizens.  This class focuses on the following topics: Globalization and its impact on economics, resource scarcity, and human migration patterns; international conflicts, threats to both international and national security and strategic responses; international trade and finance, disparities in wealth and power on the international stage; and contemporary strategies for both economic and environmental development and sustainability. Lastly, students will seek to understand America’s changing roles within the international community by evaluating contemporary foreign policy options on a variety of economic, military, environmental, and geopolitical issues. 
Students should have developed a deeper scope of skills: 
· research 
· public speaking
· critical thinking
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner 
Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous placement and teacher recommendation. Social Studies/Humanities 
ARTS


FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE


CHILD DEVELOPMENT I  #721 (A) 0.5 credit  Video (Live Link)
Students study the growth and development of children from prenatal care through the preschool years.  This course focuses on the social, physical and cognitive development of young children.  Students will learn about the major theorists in the field of child development, how the brain grows and develops and what it means to parent successfully. Students will have the opportunity to interact with children during play groups within the class. This introductory course prepares students for careers in early childhood education, parenting, and the responsibility of the well-being of children.  Arts/Humanities
This is a CCP Course - see link below
*College/Career Pathways Program course information

CHILD DEVELOPMENT II #727 (A) 0.5 credit
This course is designed as a continuation of Child Development I.  This course acquaints students with curriculum planning based on the knowledge of developmentally appropriate practices, and explores the role of the teacher in an early childhood setting.  Students will gain knowledge of early childhood programs, influential theorists who support early childhood education and current trends in the field. Students will read, observe, and discuss the developing child, and will plan, and implement lessons during play school.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of Child Development I.  Arts/Humanities
This is a CCP Course - see link below 
*College/Career Pathways Program Course Information

INTRO TO FOODS & NUTRITION #764 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
Students will learn the basics of cooking and food prep in this class. Safety and sanitation are stressed in this class.  Topics will include:  knife skills, how to measure accurately, methods of cooking, using small appliances and a variety of tool applications to help gain mastery in the kitchen.  Students will be introduced to nutrition/food choices and how to create a budget for menu items.  Students will create an online cooking portfolio with recipes and nutritional content.  A community service project will also be included in this course.  Arts/Humanities
 
FARM TO WHISK #713 (A) 0.5 credit
In this introductory course, students will explore where the food they eat comes from and the role of the environment in food production and trends.   Students will develop critical thinking skills about our food system and sustainability.  Safety and sanitation are stressed in this class.  Students will also grow, harvest and process culinary herbs.   A community service project will also be included in this course. Arts/Humanities

CULINARY ARTS #775 (A) 0.5 credit
Students work on the creative aspects of food preparation and presentation.  International cuisine, garde-manger, specialty desserts, and complex fresh pasta are prepared.  Career opportunities are researched within the food industry.  Students will also explore the marketing and budgeting side of food production.  A community service project is included in this course.  Prerequisite: Intro to Foods & Nutrition or Farm to Whisk.  Arts/Humanities

FASHION #712 (A) 0.5 credit
In this course students will learn about the history of fashion and designers who have shaped history, as well as textiles used in fashion today. Study will be made of individual body type and how color can flatter the wearer. Students will create a portfolio of Fashion ideas, research current trends and designers, create their own fashions, and learn the cyclical nature of fashion.  Arts/Humanities

INTERIOR DESIGN #714 (A) 0.5 credit
Collage, design, and decide on your own style.  All aspects of Interior Design will be studied including the effects of color on a room, design elements/principles, floor plans, and decorating tricks!  Students will create a portfolio of designs both electronically, and by drawing, and possibly redesign a space!  STEM/Arts

INTRO TO INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/UCONN ECE #715 (AP) 1.0 credit 	Grades 11-12
This AP/ECE level course is designed as an introduction to the field of Human Development, social services and the worlds of teaching and nursing.  The course will provide students with an understanding of individual and family development over the life-span.  In particular, the course will focus on the developing individual within the context of the family system and the changes that occur in family systems over time.  Job shadow and internships will be key components of this course. Students must provide their own transportation and will complete 40 hours of internships at various placements. This course is the equivalent of UCONN HDFS 1070.   Arts/Humanities 

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

SCHOOL TO CAREER EXPERIENCE #740 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Grade 12
Students enrolled in this class will learn essential skills necessary in the workplace as well as enhance written and body language communication. Students must be seniors and have transportation and a schedule allowing them to work a minimum of 5 hrs. a week. #Humanities Arts
This course provides students the opportunity to learn how to successfully prepare for their future.
· Provides a real-world learning environment to develop interests and abilities
· Develops an understanding of employment opportunities and responsibilities through direct work site experiences
· Promotes the development of positive work habits and attitudes
· Provides a real-world setting for developing marketable skills
· Provides opportunities to apply classroom learning

FINE ARTS


The Fine Arts at Suffield High School encompass visual art, music, theater, and film.  Although some advanced coursework in the arts is offered through visual art, music and theater courses, our program is designed to introduce our students to studies in the arts even if they have no prior background.  What should I take?

ECE Basic Drawing 1030/UCONN   #? .5 credit	PENDING APPROVAL
In this first drawing course, the objective is to develop an awareness and understanding of how to construct drawings based on observation. This kind of drawing is developed out of a process that involves learning to see. Learning to see requires patience, concentration and practice. You will gain an understanding of and awareness strategies such as perspective; composition, line weight, proportion and measurement are used in describing forms in space. In constructing drawings on observation emphasis is placed on drawing exercises and assignments both in and outside of class. Still life objects and interior space are the standard subject matter. Group critiques are held at various times during the semester. Arts/Humanities

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

STUDIO ART I  #902 (A) #921 (H) 0.5 credit  Video (Live Link)
Studio Art I is a foundation course that introduces students to the language of art and the creative process. Students will gain a basic understanding of art elements and learn to apply art principles using a variety of art media. Students will develop skills in observation, drawing, composition, use of color, and painting. Studio Art I includes the study of artists and their works, art history, aesthetics and criticism. Studio I is a great way for your student to engage in a creative outlet.  Arts/Humanities

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE I  #924 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
Ceramics & Sculpture introduces students to the basics of hand building methods with modeling, coil building and slab construction. Students will gain a basic understanding of the nature of clay, clay-forming methods, paint/glaze application and the firing of a kiln. Students will learn about what it means to be an artist and how to express their own creativity in a variety of functional and sculptural projects. Students will also learn how to critique a piece of art as well as learn about historical and contemporary artists.  Arts

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE II #926 (A) 0.5 credit 
Ceramics & Sculpture II is a continuation of the hand building skills from Ceramics I in which they will take it to a higher level and explore new surface design techniques. Students may develop their skill throwing on the potter’s wheel and will explore developing their own artistic voice. Students will dive deeper into what it means to be an artist and also learn about the business side of it.   Successful completion of Ceramics/Sculpture I is a prerequisite for Ceramics/Sculpture II.  Arts

GRAPHIC ARTS I  #937 (A) 0.5 credit  Video 1 (Live Link)  Video 2 (Live Link)
Graphic Arts I is an introductory course that provides students with experiences in the practical application of imaginative ideas in the graphics field. The emphasis is on creative thinking, problem solving and visual communication. Through a variety of explorative projects students learn basic skills to produce a strong piece of design. This course offers students an opportunity to learn the methods and thinking processes of a Graphic artist. The projects in this class will help students produce effective and well-done projects for themselves and in other subjects. Students work both traditionally and on the computer in creating their work.  Arts

COMICS AND ILLUSTRATION  #952 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
This class is meant to serve as a basic introduction to the elements of visual storytelling. Intro to Comics Art is an engaging studio class; its purpose is to educate not only cartoonists but anyone interested in visual narratives through the exploration of illustration and character design. Arts

INTRO TO ANIMATION AND DRAWING #953 (A) 0.5 credit  
This is a 2nd level class, building off of the Intro to Comics, expanding the idea of storytelling and narrative.  This class is meant to expand the elements of visual storytelling through the exploration of animation and animated stories using the 12 key elements of classic animation. prerequisite: Successful completion of comics and illustration. Arts

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I  #997 (A) 0.5 credit  Video (Live Link)
Digital Photography I introduces students to the ideas, techniques and processes of digital photography. Students will learn about the history of photography, early photographers. Creating digital photographs is the foremost learning activity. Students will learn basic camera operation, downloading, storing and printing procedures necessary to produce digital images.  Emphasis is on developing and applying skills of composition as they learn to produce photographic images as a means of creative expression.  Photography I includes exciting image criticism along with the technical skills to increase the students' love of photography.  STEM/Arts

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II #989 (A) #904 (H) 0.5 credit
Digital Photography II is an advanced level course that gives students the opportunity to continue working in digital photography with greater depth and competence. Students will refine their technical skills in image making and digital manipulation. This course emphasizes understanding of content, composition, and communication required to create effective photographic images. In photography II, students continue to explore and experiment with digital enhancement for more creative and expressive photographs. Students will expand an idea or theme to create a series of images throughout the semester. Photography II includes the continuation of techniques, history, aesthetics, and criticism as a photographer.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of Photography I. STEM/Arts

VISUAL ARTS

ART is a special way of knowing, exploring, and understanding the world.
 
Experiences in the visual arts offer students an opportunity to discover their creative abilities and develop expressive skills. In all art classes, students will learn the creative process and apply individual expression to produce original and personally meaningful artwork. Art courses include the production, history, aesthetics and criticism related to the visual arts.  Through art making and the study of artists and art history, students will learn to think and solve problems creatively as well as understand the power of visual images in their own culture and the cultures of others.

INTRODUCTION TO FILM & VIDEO  #918 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
This course provides a background in understanding, evaluating, and producing motion pictures.  Students work collaboratively to assess and use media platforms to effectively communicate stories and messages effectively.  They will learn from a variety of movies of different formats, as well as readings, and will make many videos, including narrative scenes, short movies, public service announcements, music videos, and trailers.  STEM/Arts

VIDEO & TV PRODUCTION #919 (H) 0.5 credit
Today’s media landscape provides a dazzling array of motion picture platforms to communicate to audiences.  In this course, students develop skills in analyzing, investigating, and producing multimedia journalism, public service announcements, short documentaries, fiction stories, and portraits related to topics of community and personal interest.  Students will explore television studio and streaming media standards along with types of motion picture development and content. Course themes include all phases of motion picture production and project management, different types of current media messages and streaming platforms, and other sources of topical importance and student interest. Students will learn advanced editing techniques, vfx applications, journalism standards, and related skills.   Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Introduction to Film & Video and/or permission of the instructor.  STEM/Arts

ADVANCED FILM & VIDEO #909 (H) 0.5 credit
Produce movies for a wide variety of school activities! Write your own scripts!  Direct and edit your own video projects! Study innovative and interesting movies!  In this class, students will develop their skills in various production aspects of digital motion pictures, including screenwriting, directing, cinematography, vfx, and editing.  They will use advanced editing and effects programs to develop critical skills for today’s media and professional needs.  In addition, they will study the history, technical developments, and artistry of moving images, and they will heighten their collaborative and analytical abilities through both creative and critical means. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Video & TV Production and/or permission of the instructor. STEM/Arts

MUSIC AND THEATER

The mission of the Suffield High School Music Department is to provide a variety of meaningful opportunities for students to develop a life-long appreciation and enjoyment of music. Courses are anchored in the processes of creating, performing, and responding to music of a variety of styles and genres. 

Courses are grouped into three clusters: Performing Ensembles, Popular Music, and Dramatic Arts. Performing Ensembles are designed for students who are interested in achieving a high level of technical proficiency on their instrument or voice part and collaborating with others to achieve excellence in musical interpretation. Students in Performing ensembles have a unique opportunity to travel and enhance our community through performance.  Courses in the Popular Music cluster are designed for students who are interested in learning more about the history, creation, and performance of popular music genres including jazz, blues, rock, rap, hip-hop,  top-40, and others. Both clusters have opportunities for students to receive honors or UConn ECE Credit. Theater courses are designed to help students develop acting skills or enhance productions through set, lighting, and sound design.


	Performing Ensembles Cluster Courses
	Popular Music Cluster Courses
	Theater Cluster

	Concert Choir
Jazz Ensemble
Symphonic Band*
Percussion Ensemble*
Wind Ensemble*


*Honors Credit Available
	Audio Production I
Audio Production II
Guitar
Piano
ECE UConn Popular Music and Diversity in American Society
	Principles of Acting
Technical Theater 



Performing Ensembles Cluster

CONCERT CHOIR # 981 (A) 1.0 Credit
You can sing! Concert Choir is a non-auditioned vocal ensemble for all levels of prior experience. Singers will learn fundamental vocal technique and hone their aural and sight-reading skills. Attendance at all scheduled performances is required.  This class is open to anyone who enjoys singing! Arts/Humanities

JAZZ ENSEMBLE #944 (Fall) #945 (Spring) (A) 0.2 credit 
Jazz Ensemble is open to students who are proficient on a jazz instrument. Students will perform in a variety of jazz styles in addition to studying improvisation. Auditions may be required at the discretion of the director based on student interest.  Students will have the opportunity to perform for the school, community, and travel to destinations across the United States for performance. This class meets outside of the school day two days a week on a schedule determined in September. Prerequisite: successful completion of at least two (2) years of middle school band or permission from the band director. Auditions may be required depending on student interest. Arts/Humanities

SYMPHONIC BAND # 954 (A) #955 (H) 1.0 Credit
Symphonic Band is a performing ensemble designed for students who have previous experience performing on a woodwind or brass instrument. Students will develop advanced technical skills on their instrument and a heightened level of musical expression through the study of a wide variety of styles of music. Students will have the opportunity to perform for the school, community, and travel to destinations across the United States for performance. Honors credit is available for students who have received a B+ or higher in their previous band course and who elect to complete extended assignments and a special project approved by the band director. Prerequisite: successful completion of at least two (2) years of middle school band or permission from the band director. Arts/Humanities

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE   # 956 (A) #968 (H) 1.0 Credit
Percussion Ensemble is a performing ensemble designed for students who have previous experience in band and have an interest in further developing their skills in the percussive arts. Students will develop advanced technical skills and a heightened level of musical expression through the study of a wide variety of styles of music and develop skills on a wide variety of percussion instruments such as snare drum, timpani, mallet percussion, drum set, and more. Percussion Ensemble will perform as a standalone ensemble in addition to combining with the Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble for performances. Students will have the opportunity to perform for the school, community, and travel to destinations across the United States for performance. Honors credit is available for students who have received a B+ or higher in their previous band course and who elect to complete extended assignments and a special project approved by the band director.  Prerequisite: successful completion of at least two (2) years of middle school percussion or permission from the band director. Arts/Humanities

WIND ENSEMBLE ####(A) #### (H)	1.0 Credit		PENDING APPROVAL 
Wind Ensemble is a performing ensemble designed for instrumental music students who demonstrate a high level of proficiency on a woodwind or brass instrument and thrive on advanced music literature. Students will develop advanced technical skills and a high level of musical expression through the study of a wide variety of styles of music. The wind ensemble will perform for the school, community, and travel to destinations across the United States for performance. Honors credit is available for students who have received a B+ or higher in their previous band course and who elect to complete extended assignments and a special project approved by the band director.   #Arts Humanities Prerequisite: successful completion of at least one year of Symphonic Band and recommendation from the Band Director.

Popular Music Cluster

AUDIO PRODUCTION I #1900 (A) 0.5 credit
This course is designed for all students interested in the study of music with computer technology.  Students will use the MIDI lab to create original musical compositions, learn the basics of music production and current trends, and sequence original and pre-existing music. They will also learn the history and basics of film scoring, culminating in a final short film scoring project. Topics include: songwriting, song analysis, digital audio workstation basics, podcasting, film scoring, and more! STEM/Arts

AUDIO PRODUCTION II #1901 (A) 0.5 credit   Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.
Audio production II will focus on advanced composition techniques using digital audio workstations, live sound recording, music and effects as an accompaniment to other forms of media such as film, and podcasting. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Audio Production I STEM/Arts

ECE POPULAR MUSIC AND DIVERSITY IN AMERICAN SOCIETY (UCONN) #1902 0.5 Credits
This music history course tracks the historical influence of communities of Color on American popular music. Students will examine the diasporic roots of the Spiritual, Blues, Early and Contemporary RnB, Jazz, Disco, Funk, Hip-Hop, EDM, and more. Open to all student Arts/Humanities
UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

PIANO #964 (A) 0.5 credit	Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
Students enrolled in Class Piano will learn the fundamentals of piano technique and to play music in a variety of styles including popular music. Students will also develop skills in learning music from a variety of sources including traditional notation, song sheets, and by ear. By the end of the course, students will be equipped with the skills to continue pursuing piano independently. Arts Humanities 

GUITAR #979 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
Students enrolled in Guitar will learn the fundamentals of guitar technique, single-line playing, commonly used chords, songwriting skills, and to play music from a variety of popular music genres. Students will also develop skills in learning new music from a variety of sources including traditional notation, tablature, song sheets, and by ear. By the end of the course, students will be equipped with the skills to continue pursuing guitar independently. The class will be capped at 12 students.  Arts/Humanities

Theater Cluster

PRINCIPLES OF ACTING #103 (A) 0.5 credit 
This acting course for beginners provides practical application of different acting techniques and a survey of theater and acting styles. The focus will be on concentrated scene work, critiques of scene work and application critiques; a student-led workshop atmosphere dominates. The following acting disciplines will be stressed: voice and articulation, memorization, concentration and performance skills. Students will also learn the skills necessary to direct – and maybe even write – their own scenes! Humanities 

TECHNICAL THEATER #101 (A) 0.5 credit 
This course deals with set construction, lighting, and sound design for stage productions. Students will study the history of the theater, technical strategies for enhancing performances through design, and apply skills by assisting with fall and spring dramatic productions during the school day.   Humanities

BUSINESS Video (Live Link)


Business Education at Suffield High School offers students the opportunity to prepare for a career in business, to develop an understanding and appreciation of today's business society, and to prepare for study in the field of business after high school. The program offers the development of skills and attributes which will allow for success in the global economy.  A concentrated study of career choices is an integral part of business preparation.

Today, most careers that offer growth, challenge and earning potential require skills that extend beyond the traditional classroom. Strong literacy and communication skills, technical competencies, especially with computers, problem solving, critical thinking skills, and teamwork are all requisites for post-secondary education and employment. In today’s highly competitive global marketplace, it is important for students to explore all types of careers and learn valuable real-world skills.

BUSINESS AND PERSONAL LAW #571 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
This one-semester course introduces students to the American legal system, civil law, and the rights and responsibilities governing people and their personal and business activities.  Students have the opportunity to identify legal issues, weigh facts, and formulate decisions through problem-solving activities.  Arts/ Humanities
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS #540 (AP) 1 credit Video (Live Link)
AP Economics is an introductory college-level Macroeconomics & Microeconomics economics course. The course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. Students cultivate their understanding of the principles that apply to the functions of individual economic decision-makers by using principles and models to describe economic situations and predict and explain outcomes with graphs, charts, and data as they explore concepts like scarcity and markets; costs, benefits, and marginal analysis; production choices and behavior; and market inefficiency and public policy. Students will have the opportunity to take the AP Micro and AP Macro exam. Prerequisite: Suggested grade is a B or higher from previous math class, a review of PSAT scores. Open to students in grades 10-12 with a grade of 80% or better in current Math class. STEM/Arts
MARKETING & ENTREPRENEURSHIP #519 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
In Quarter 1, the course is designed to prepare students for entry-level positions in marketing, advertising and/or public relations. The course will focus on the basic concepts and fundamentals of marketing. Students will learn to make realistic management decisions as they apply what they have learned in the classroom to realistic business simulations and other activities. Integrated throughout the course are career preparation standards, which include basic academic skills, communication, interpersonal skills, problem solving, and workplace safety, technology and employment literacy connected to core academic standards. In Quarter 2, the culture of the Entrepreneurship course is different than most. This course encourages choice, freedom, opportunity, and experience. In class this is accomplished through our foundational values, entrepreneurial mindset, economics, marketing, finance, and creating a market in a number of different ways. Students will be challenged to build this innovative and transformative culture. Arts/Humanities

ACCOUNTING I Part A #525 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Semester I
The first semester of Accounting presents the principles of double-entry accounting.  Students learn the skill of preparing and interpreting accounting records for a service business organized as a proprietorship.  The accounting cycle and preparation of financial records are prepared. STEM/Arts

ACCOUNTING I Part A #545 (H) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Semester I
The first semester of Accounting presents the principles of double-entry accounting.  Students learn the skill of preparing and interpreting accounting records for a service business organized as a proprietorship.  The accounting cycle and preparation of financial records are prepared. Students enrolled in Accounting for Honors credit will be responsible for additional assignments throughout the semester. Students enrolled in the Honors Accounting course will be required to complete additional formative and more in-depth summative assessments that focus on applying a deeper understanding of the concepts and transactions that are covered throughout the course.  STEM/Arts

ACCOUNTING II Part B #526 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Semester II
The second semester of Accounting I continues to develop knowledge and skills of journalizing and posting business transactions.  A complete accounting cycle is covered for a merchandising business organized as a partnership.  Computer applications are provided to give the student experience in an automated environment. Prerequisite: Accounting I -Semester I STEM/Arts  
ACCOUNTING II Part B #546  (H) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Semester II
The second semester of Accounting I continues to develop knowledge and skills of journalizing and posting business transactions.  A complete accounting cycle is covered for a merchandising business organized as a partnership.  Computer applications are provided to give the student experience in an automated environment.  Students enrolled in Accounting for Honors credit will be responsible for additional assignments throughout the semester. Students enrolled in the Honors Accounting course will be required to complete additional formative and more in-depth summative assessments that focus on applying a deeper understanding of the concepts and transactions that are covered throughout the course.  
Prerequisite: Accounting I -Semester I STEM/Arts

DESKTOP PUBLISHING/YEARBOOK #593  (A) 1.0  credit Video (Live Link)
This course is for students going into their senior year who want to commit to the publication of the high school yearbook.  This course will focus on desktop publishing techniques needed to prepare documents such as newsletters, brochures, stationery, business cards, flyers, catalogs, magazines and yearbooks.  Once students have a full understanding of desktop publishing, they can begin to plan and design the high school yearbook.  During the yearbook process students will learn additional yearbook applications specifically designed by the publishing company that publishes our yearbook.
 
Students will apply their desktop publishing skills to design and prepare all pages of the yearbook.  During the second semester students will focus on the completion of each page.  Students will have to plan, schedule, and select photography needed in each section of the yearbook.  Students will also write copy such as headlines, captions and feature stories.  Students are expected to meet all publication deadlines. The entire cost of publishing the yearbook must be generated by the yearbook class.  Typically, income is obtained through the sale of copies of the yearbook and advertising.  A budget is established that will determine the length of the book and features to be included.  Every student enrolling in this class must realize that their sales participation is crucial to the success of the yearbook!  Students must also participate in the distribution of the yearbooks to underclass students.  STEM/Arts

Science, Technology, Engineering & Math


SCIENCE Video (Live Link) 


By the end of Grade 12, all students at Suffield High School will demonstrate and apply scientific principles as well as process skills in order to identify, analyze, and address real world problems. Scientific literacy is a necessity for all our citizens to develop a coherent and scientifically-based view of the world. It rests on a “view of science as both a body of knowledge and an evidence-based, model and theory building enterprise that continually extends, refines, and revises knowledge.” (NRC Framework). Our grades 9-12 science curriculum is fully aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  These national standards are based on 8 science and engineering principals (SEPs).
NGSS Science and engineering practices - (NGS skills and competencies referenced in the prerequisite sections of each course)
1. Asking questions (for science) and defining problems (for engineering) 
2. Developing and using models 
3. Planning and carrying out investigations 
4. Analyzing and interpreting data 
5. Using mathematics and computational thinking 
6. Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering) 
7. Engaging in argument from evidence 
8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information
The goal for students at SHS is for them to reach a high level of proficiency in NGS skills by the end of high school.   To accomplish this, students will actively engage in experiences that blend grade level content with the science and engineering practices.  As students’ progress through high school, the depth of these skills and rigor with which they are applied increases dramatically.  In all course’s students will explore the three dimensions of learning science: cross cutting concepts; science and engineering practices; and disciplinary core ideas.  Students will use these three domains to build proficiency in the four domains of science: Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science, and Engineering Design.

The first-year curriculum provides the foundation that students use to scaffold their four years of science learning.   As the curriculum builds on itself, it is recommended that students follow the college and career bound path presented below.  Please note that flexibility and choice expand significantly AFTER the first year. The graduation requirement is for all students to have acquired nine credits in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  All courses offered by the science department fall within this criteria.


Typical Course Sequences in Science

	
	Pathway 1
(college track)
	Pathway 3
(college track w STEM emphasis)
	Pathway 4
(college track w STEM & AP emphasis)

	Grade 9
	EPAC
	EPAC
	EPAC

	Grade 10
	Biology
	Biology 
AND
Forensics or Astronomy Elective
	Biology 
AND
Forensics or Astronomy Elective

	Grade 11
	Chemistry
	Chemistry 
AND
Environmental Science
	Chemistry 
AND
AP Biology

	Grade 12
	Science Elective
	Physics
AND
Anatomy & Physiology
	AP Chemistry or AP Physics 
AND
Anatomy & Physiology


ENVIRONMENTAL PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY #413 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link
The future of the earth and human beings’ place will depend on our ability to use and understand all of its systems.  Our level of success will lie in our ability to identify essential problems, develop relevant investigations, and revise and modify solutions using further analysis of computations and models.  EPAC will enable students to attain a more holistic level of proficiency that will enable students to explore deeper and more rigorous applications embedded in grades 10-12.  Science/STEM

Further, the EPAC class curriculum is designed to provide students with a base in the Science and Engineering Principals from which all other classes grow.  The ultimate goal of the first-year curriculum is to provide a high level of proficiency in the Science and Engineering Principals (SEPs) and a critical stepping stone to all 10-12 science classes.   This student-centered course is a blend of physics, chemistry, and environmental science that utilize laboratory investigations and activities, scientific technology, mathematical computations, collaboration, argumentation, and models and simulations.

ENVIRONMENTAL PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY  #411 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link) 
The future of the earth and human beings’ place will depend on our ability to use and understand all of its systems.  Our level of success will lie in our ability to identify essential problems, develop relevant investigations, and revise and modify solutions using further analysis of computations and models.  EPAC will enable students to attain a more holistic level of proficiency that will enable students to explore deeper and more rigorous applications embedded in grades 10-12.  Science/STEM
Further, the EPAC class curriculum is designed to provide students with a base in the Science and Engineering Principals from which all other classes grow.  The ultimate goal of the first-year curriculum is to provide a high level of proficiency in the Science and Engineering Principals (SEPs) and a critical stepping stone to all 10-12 science classes.   This student-centered course is a blend of physics, chemistry, and environmental science that utilize laboratory investigations and activities, scientific technology, mathematical computations, collaboration, argumentation, and models and simulations.  Additionally, students enrolled in Honors Environmental Physics and Chemistry should have developed a deeper scope of skills.  Those skills, among others, include the following:
· advanced stamina towards completing long-term investigations and responsibility for their own learning - honors level proficiency: no missing or late assignments  
· motivation to revise scientific models and other work - honors level proficiency: uses teacher feedback to improve understanding
· critical thinking and analysis skills to connect subject matters within and beyond EPAC - honors level proficiency:  an 8th grade average of 90 or better and participates in all challenge level assessments; Algebra I with at least an 85 average, pre-algebra with at least a 90 average 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner - honors level proficiency: no missing or late assignments  
· Teacher Recommendation

BIOLOGY   #423 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Biology is the study of living things. Our entire world is composed of complex life that interacts with the physical environment. Throughout this course, students explore patterns found among living organisms. Basic themes addressed include biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, ecology, classification, the human body, and botany. Laboratories provide students with hands-on activities that improve their experimental research methods and enhance their understanding of the biological world.   Science/STEM

BIOLOGY  #421 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Biology is the study of living things. Our entire world is composed of complex life that interacts with the physical environment. Throughout this course, students explore patterns found among living organisms. Basic themes addressed include biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, ecology, classification, the human body, and botany. Laboratories provide students with hands-on activities that improve their experimental research methods and enhance their understanding of the biological world.  Honors biology connects the topics to a deeper level, up to and including more in-depth laboratory investigations.  This course requires students to demonstrate advanced stamina, motivation, and responsibility for one’s own learning.  Students taking Honors Biology should possess the following traits:   Science/STEM
· advanced stamina towards completing long-term investigations
· motivation to revise scientific models and other work
· critical thinking skills to connect subject matters within and beyond Biology
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
· Teacher Recommendation

AGRISCIENCE BIOLOGY   #424 (A) 1.0 credit
This course is intended for students in the Agriscience program, and serves as their Biology I and Agriscience II course. Biology is the study of life and living things. Our entire world is composed of complex life and its interactions with the surrounding environment and agricultural systems. Throughout this course students explore patterns found among living organisms as they relate to the agricultural industry. Basic themes addressed include biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, ecology, classification, natural resources, plant science, animal science, and biotechnology in agriculture.  Science/STEM

Laboratory experiences are designed to provide opportunities for students to investigate their living world and the world of agriculture, as well as to improve student understanding of quality experimental research methods used in the field of agriculture. Students are expected to fulfill their Agriscience service and public speaking requirements through a variety of projects assigned in class. 

AGRISCIENCE BIOLOGY #426 (H) 1.0 credit
This course is intended for students in the Agriscience program, and serves as their Biology I and Agriscience II course. Biology is the study of life and living things. Our entire world is composed of complex life and its interactions with the surrounding environment and agricultural systems. Throughout this course students explore patterns found among living organisms as they relate to the agricultural industry. Basic themes addressed include biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, ecology, classification, natural resources, plant science, animal science, and biotechnology in agriculture.  Science/STEM

Laboratory experiences are designed to provide opportunities for students to investigate their living world and the world of agriculture, as well as to improve student understanding of quality experimental research methods used in the field of agriculture. Students are expected to fulfill their Agriscience service and public speaking requirements through a variety of projects assigned in class.  Honors Agriscience Biology addresses deeper connections between the content learned and application to the outside world.  Students wishing to enroll in the honors section should possess the following qualities:
· advanced stamina towards completing long-term investigations
· motivation to revise scientific models and other work
· critical thinking skills to connect subject matters within and beyond Agriscience Biology
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
· Teacher Recommendation

CHEMISTRY #433 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Chemistry is a study of the fundamental structure of matter that serves as a basic understanding of science. Core ideas in the course are matter, energy, atomic and molecular structure, composition, bonding, the periodic law, chemical equations, acid-base reactions, solutions, gas laws, equilibrium, electrochemistry, and nuclear reactions. The course is designed to foster scientific literacy by using real-life examples and case studies that allow students to use the concepts and skills of chemistry to make informed decisions about current issues and situations. Students will be expected to communicate the results of their research and investigations in a variety of ways. A major component of Chemistry is extensive laboratory experiences in which students will design experiments, control variables, conduct safe investigations, and analyze data. Students wishing to pursue a career in any of the STEM fields should take chemistry.   Science/STEM

CHEMISTRY #431 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link) 
Chemistry is a study of the fundamental structure of matter that serves as a basic understanding of science. Core ideas in the course are matter, energy, atomic and molecular structure, composition, bonding, the periodic law, chemical equations, acid-base reactions, solutions, gas laws, equilibrium, electrochemistry, and nuclear reactions. The course is designed to foster scientific literacy by using real-life examples and case studies that allow students to use the concepts and skills of chemistry to make informed decisions about current issues and situations. Students will be expected to communicate the results of their research and investigations in a variety of ways. A major component of Chemistry is extensive laboratory experiences in which students will design experiments, control variables, conduct safe investigations, and analyze data. Students wishing to pursue a career in any of the STEM fields should take chemistry.   Science/STEM

In addition to the content presented in chemistry, strength in mathematics and basic algebraic operations is necessary for Honors Chemistry.  The laboratory experiments are designed to model the chemical world, and the extensive use of mathematics as a tool for that modeling is critical.  Additionally, students wishing to enroll in the honors section should possess the following qualifications:
· advanced stamina towards completing long-term investigations
· motivation to revise scientific models and other work
· critical thinking skills to connect subject matters within and beyond Chemistry
· strength in creating and utilizing scatter plots from collected or provided data
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
· Teacher Recommendation

PHYSICS #443 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Physics is one of the core sciences that involves studying the aspects of the physical world around us: things that you have been interacting with for years, but may not have been aware of.  Physics focuses on the concepts of linear motion, such as driving a vehicle, and exploring when objects are tossed, kicked or launched.  Physics also studies momentum, impulse and forces, all of which are all related to collisions.  Other topics include magnetism, electrostatics, electrodynamics, power generation, alternating and direct electric current, sound waves, lasers, optics, light and mirrors.  Physics is a lab science and as such a majority of the course is lab work.  This includes experimentation, data analysis, and written communication of lab results.  An algebraic lens is used to explain and support the concepts of physics throughout the year.  It is recommended that all wishing to pursue a career in the STEM fields take physics.   Science/STEM	

PHYSICS #441 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Physics is one of the core sciences that involves studying the aspects of the physical world around us: things that you have been interacting with for years, but may not have been aware of.  Physics focuses on the concepts of linear motion, such as driving a vehicle, and exploring when objects are tossed, kicked or launched.  Physics also studies momentum, impulse and forces, all of which are all related to collisions.  Other topics include magnetism, electrostatics, electrodynamics, power generation, alternating and direct electric current, sound waves, lasers, optics, light and mirrors.  Physics is a lab science and as such a majority of the course is lab work.  This includes experimentation, data analysis, and written communication of lab results.  An algebraic lens is used to explain and support the concepts of physics throughout the year.  It is recommended that all wishing to pursue a career in the STEM fields take physics.   Science/STEM

Honors physics builds upon the mathematical understandings that students attain within the mathematics program.  It is expected that students taking Honors Physics will be able to recognize mathematical patterns and themes and apply them through scientific modeling.  In addition to that, a student taking Honors Physics should possess the following qualities:
· advanced stamina towards completing long-term investigations
· motivation to revise scientific models and other work
· critical thinking skills to connect subject matters within and beyond Physics
· ability to generate and use scatter plots for data analysis
· responsibility for their own learning 
· flexibility to move between independent and collaborative work
· ability to complete work in a timely manner
· Teacher Recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY #450 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
The AP Biology curriculum centers on inquiry-based learning of concepts and content surrounding 4 “big ideas”.
1.  The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. 
2. Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain
dynamic homeostasis. 
3. Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes. 
4. Biological systems interact; and, these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.
5. Teacher Recommendation

In order to foster a deep level of understanding of these “big ideas”, an emphasis is placed on research methods to include experimentation, reasoning skills, and data analysis.  Students become adept at designing and conducting their own experiments, collecting their own data, and statistically analyzing their own results.  The teacher serves as the facilitator while the students develop as independent thinkers and learners, especially in the area of laboratory investigations.  AP Biology is open to Juniors recommended by their Biology teacher.   Students are expected to take the AP Biology exam in May through which they may gain academic credits or advanced standing at the college of their choice. Science/STEM
Prerequisites for AP level:	
a. Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry and, Biology 
b. 90 in Academic Biology I or 80 or better in Honors Biology I or 80 recommended
c. Students are recommended to have taken Chemistry I or be enrolled in Chemistry I (Juniors).  Those students who are recommended to take AP Biology as a Junior should have a 93 average in Biology I. 
d. Teacher Recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY #430 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
AP Chemistry is an advanced college-level course designed to provide exceptionally motivated students with the opportunity to earn college credit. It is a challenging, accelerated, and in-depth presentation of a broad range of topics discussed in Chemistry.  This course is taught with both lecture and laboratory components.  It requires extensive reading, independent work, and the ability to work on and learn many topics simultaneously. Students are expected to take the AP Chemistry examination in May through which they may gain academic credits or advanced standing at the college of their choice.  Science/STEM
Prerequisites for AP level:		
a. Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry and, Biology 
b. 90 or better in Academic Chemistry or 80 or better in Honors Chemistry 
c. It is recommended that students have an A or B in Algebra II 
e. Teacher Recommendation

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS #444 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
The AP Physics 1 course focuses on the big ideas typically included in the first semester of an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course.  Students will cultivate their understanding of physics and science practices as they explore various topics in mechanics, as well as electrostatics, D.C. circuits and waves.  The course will provide students with an enduring understanding of physics to support future advanced course work in the sciences.  Through inquiry-based learning, students will develop the critical thinking and reasoning skills that are an essential part of science practices.  Students are expected to take the AP Physics 1 exam in May through which they may gain academic credits or advanced standing at the college of their choice.  Science/STEM
Prerequisites for AP level: 
a. Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry, Biology, and Chemistry 
b. 90 in Academic Chemistry I 80 or better in Honors Chemistry I
c. Students may be concurrently enrolled in Chemistry I (Juniors).  Those students who elect to take AP Biology as a Junior will be required to complete an additional chemistry prep summer assignment.
d. It is recommended that students have an A or B in Algebra II 
e. Teacher Recommendation

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE #461 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link) 
Do you know where your Energy comes from?  Could you identify the costs and benefits of using this Energy?  How about your food or water?  What is climate change?  What impact does acid rain have?  What alternatives exist to aid in restoring environmental health?  Is there a relationship between human population growth and these topics?  Can you draw a connection between the answers to these questions and environmental sustainability within your community and within your planet?  Students will address such controversial questions through scientific exploration of local and global environments by designing experiments, analyzing and interpreting data, and drawing conclusions.  Students will use these inquiry-based applications to complete a variety of tasks including group and individual tasks, indoor and outdoor experiments, and an individual term project. Science/STEM
Prerequisites:	
a. Successful completion of Biology I (or taking concurrently)
	b.   Successful completion of Algebra I

ECE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE #462 (ECE) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link) 
The Early College Experience Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory course in environmental science.  This course will follow the academic criteria required by the UConn ECE program.  It integrates content from UConn’s NRE 1000 Environmental Science curriculum which includes: An introduction to basic concepts and areas of environmental concern and how these problems can be effectively addressed. Additional topics include human population; ecological principles; conservation of biological resources; biodiversity; croplands, rangelands, forestlands; soil and water conservation; pollution and water management; and wildlife and fisheries conservation are also explored.   This course utilizes both indoor and outdoor learning opportunities. The alignment with NRE 1000 includes both curriculum and assessment alignment.  Students may have the opportunity to earn UConn credits.  Science/STEM
Prerequisites:	
a.  Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry; Biology (or taking concurrently). Students choosing to take this course must have shown high proficiency in previous science classes 
	b.  Successful completion of Algebra I 
c. Teacher Recommendation 

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 
FORENSIC SCIENCE #465 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)	 Grades 10-12
Forensic science is the application of scientific methods and processes to matters that involve crime or the public. This course focuses on various aspects of forensic science and modern criminal investigation analysis.  The study of forensics focuses on problem solving, with an emphasis on writing, using experimentation, theorization, research methodologies and evidence-based conclusions. Students will write reports that record their results, conclusions and analyses of case studies and investigations. Topics in forensic science may include ballistics, forensic DNA analysis, fingerprint, footprint and trace evidence interpretation, explosive incident and arson investigation. This is a half year elective science course. Science/STEM
Prerequisites:
a.  Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry; Biology I (or taking concurrently)
b.  Successful completion of Algebra I

 ASTRONOMY #455 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)		 Grade 10-12 
In this Junior/Senior half-year elective course, students will discover the wonders of the universe.  Through a technology focused curriculum, students will explore galaxies, stars, and the solar system using Suffield’s portable planetarium.  Students will be engaged in hands-on investigations using cutting edge research and imagery.  Through on-site visits and/or videoconferencing, students can collaborate with scientists and engineers.  Along with traditional astronomy content the course covers exciting contemporary topics such as dwarf planets, the expanding universe, and the search for extraterrestrial life.  Science/STEM
Prerequisites:
a.  Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry; Biology I (or taking concurrently)
b.  Successful completion of Algebra I


ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY #427 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)	 Grades 11-12
The goal of Anatomy and Physiology (A&P) is to blend the traditional study of the human body structures and processes with the exploration of human phenomena and case studies. Through the explanation of these phenomena and case studies students will learn about the complexities of the many wonders of the human body.  This course will expand upon concepts learned in biology by differentiating between the many types of tissues and cells that make up the major organ systems.  Each system will be examined through a variety of lenses: levels of anatomical organization, the language of anatomy, feedback mechanisms, pathology, diagnostic practices, medical techniques and technologies, and homeostatic regulation.  Science/STEM
a. Successful completion of Environmental Physics and Chemistry; Biology I (or taking concurrently)
b. 80% Biology I Honors; 90% Biology I Academic


TECHNOLOGY & CAREER EDUCATION


The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in all course offerings.  The Technology & Engineering Education program offers the study of Engineering and Materials Science. Through critical thinking, problem solving, tools, and techniques, students will explore the world of technology and develop solutions to relevant technological problems. Opportunities are provided for involvement in team-centered projects and self-expression through creation of products using concepts of design and technology.

COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN (CAD) #809 (A) 0.5 credit
This course introduces students to mechanical design and drafting/design for the manufacturing process.  Using Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) software students will be introduced to basic layout, orthographic projections, section views, and dimensioning. Students will learn skills necessary to fully describe designs to create final working drawings to build or manufacture. Through the use of industry standard technology, software, and programming, students will be practicing skills to be used in college or career.  In the course, students will work exclusively on the computer and with additive manufacturing (3D printing). STEM/Arts
*College/Career Pathways Program Course Information

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN I #806 (A) 0.5 credit
This course is designed to introduce concepts of architectural design. Throughout the semester, students will explore the fundamentals of designing residential homes, methods of construction, and building codes. Students will complete a house design of their choice using widely recognized industry standard computer aided drafting (CAD) software to the specifications created by the National Association of Home Builders.   STEM/Arts

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN II #808 (A) 0.5 credit
In this course students will further the study of residential home design and code by researching architects and problem-solving floor plan layouts. Students will apply their knowledge of residential home design and participate in the Connecticut Home Builders Association design challenge. The students will use their skills from Architecture 1 to create a residential house plan and build a scale model.  Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Architectural Design I.  STEM/Arts

MATERIALS PROCESSING, I #827 (A) 0.5 credit
In this class students will learn the fundamentals of engineering, create designs, and study different types of materials used in manufacturing. Students will learn the universal language of design by creating 2d and 3d digital drawings using computer aided drafting software (CAD SolidWorks). Students will also participate in hands-on activities involving tools, equipment, and other resource materials.  If a student has interest in Engineering, design, and/or manufacturing, they should take this course.  STEM/Arts
*College/Career Pathways Program Course Information

MATERIALS PROCESSING II #828 (A) 0.5 credit
In this course students will critically think, problem-solve, and digitally design solutions using computer aided drafting (CAD). Students will be able to further explore engineering, design, and materials by creating images using software and programming a machine to execute the said task. Students will also participate in hands-on activities involving tools, equipment, and other resource materials.  If a student has interest in Engineering, design, and/or manufacturing, they should take this course. Prerequisite: successful completion of Materials Processing I STEM/Arts
*College/Career Pathways Program Course Information

INTRO TO ENGINEERING #802 (A) 0.5 credit 
This is an introductory course, which develops student problem solving skills, with emphasis placed upon the concept of developing a 3-D model or solid rendering of an object, through the use of a Computer Aided Design system. Students focus on the application of visualization processes and tools to solve an engineering problem. This course will emphasize the design development process of a product and how a model of that product is produced, analyzed and evaluated, using a Computer Aided Design System.  STEM/Arts

ROBOTICS, CODING for ENGINEERING #803 (A) 0.5 credit
This course will provide students with opportunities to explore and learn a variety of current technologies, and hypothesize future ones. Students will learn promising new applications of technology along with related principles of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) in a critical thinking-problem-solving experience. Students will discover the fundamentals of robotic systems, and apply that knowledge to create solutions to real-world challenges and problems. Prerequisite: Successful Completion of ONE previous Technology Education class. STEM/Arts

ROBOTICS FOR INDUSTRY #815 (A) 0.5 Credits		PENDING APPROVAL
This course will build on previous coding knowledge from Robotics, Coding for Engineering with a focus on the VEX Workcell. A workcell is a construction system for a 5-axis robotic arm, conveyors and sensors, combined with VEXcode software.
Workcell acts as a primer, introducing students to manufacturing concepts like construction, palletizing, and coordinating plans to empower the manufacturing workforce of the future with a foundation of understanding and the opportunity to develop technical and problem-solving skills by building and coding a simulated manufacturing workcell. Prerequisite:  Robotics, Coding for Engineering STEM/Arts


PRINCIPLES OF CARPENTRY # 814 (A) 0.5 credits
Following local building codes, students will learn the principles of building construction by creating small-scaled versions of a simple shed with a pitched roof.  Techniques of building on a platform for a moveable structure will be the emphasis of this hand-on class.  Students will then learn basics of framing, sheathing, roof construction, applying shingles or other roofing materials to the structure.  Keeping in mind all considerations of the local building official, the students will take the shed from blueprint to completion over the course of the semester.  With no singular skill taking precedence over any other, a well-rounded carpentry student will be able to reason through all of the necessary geometry and other mathematical concepts to create a structurally sound building that will withstand mother nature’s elements. Prerequisite: Material Processing I or Introduction to Engineering STEM/Arts

SCHOOL TO CAREER EXPERIENCE #740 (A) 0.5 credit Video (Live Link)
Students enrolled in this class will learn essential skills necessary in the workplace as well as enhance written and body language communication.  Students must be seniors and have transportation and a schedule allowing them to work a minimum of 5 hrs. a week. Humanities/Arts
This course provides students the opportunity to learn how to successfully prepare for their future.
· Provides a real-world learning environment to develop interests and abilities
· Develops an understanding of employment opportunities and responsibilities through direct work site experiences
· Promotes the development of positive work habits and attitudes
· Provides a real-world setting for developing marketable skills
· Provides opportunities to apply classroom learning

COMPUTER SCIENCE

INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING #370 (A) 0.5 credit
This is the first course in programming.  The main objective of this course is to provide a solid programming base and learn a beginning programming language in the process.  Students will get a feel for what a career in programming has to offer.  The skills learned in this course are applicable to any programming language.  The course includes input /output techniques, assignment statements, and all the basic control structures for looping and decision-making.  The use of subroutines and parameter passing is developed from the beginning.  Basic data structures, one-dimensional arrays, user-defined functions, and the scope of variables in block structure programs will be learned.  The primary focus will be placed on making programs readable and modular.   STEM
Prerequisite:
·  1.0 credit in Algebra I or concurrent enrollment in Algebra I

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE   #393 (AP) 1.0 credit
This college level course in computer science adheres to the Advanced Placement Computer Science syllabus.  The curriculum places emphasis on programming methodology, with a concentration on problem solving and algorithm development, as well as the study of data structures and abstraction.  Applications and case studies will be used to connect the various topics.  Practice exams will be used and students will be required to take the Advanced Placement Computer Science A or AB examination as their background permits in order to earn college credit and/or attain advanced status at the college or university they subsequently attend.  STEM 
Prerequisite: 
· Introduction to Programming or Programming with HTML or AP Computer Science Principles
· PSAT scores reviewed

MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum is structured to prepare students for an ever-changing world involving numbers, calculations, analysis, and critical thinking skills.  Almost every career includes a mathematical component in order to do the job correctly.  The department philosophy reflects an importance for students to be knowledgeable in all facets of mathematics, including geometry, statistics, functions, algebra, and modeling.  Students are guided in a sequence of courses which is most appropriate for them and is influenced by their aptitude, desires, and previous performance. We offer various levels of Mathematics courses:  Academic, Honors, and Advanced Placement (AP). Students are required to take 4 credits of mathematics to graduate, and can take additional mathematics courses to fulfill the 9 STEM credits requirement.

· Prerequisites are noted for each course. 
· In certain instances, students can double up on math courses (take two math classes in the same year). This is typically done with a combination of Geometry and Algebra II and also with combining a statistics course with Precalculus or Calculus.  Please consult with your math teacher with questions.
· Students needing extra support may be assigned a lab period to receive intervention help.
· Graphing calculators are an integral part of the mathematics curriculum at Suffield High School.  The recommended models are the Texas Instruments TI 84 models.
· Students should have a ruler for all math classes, and should have a protractor and compass for geometry classes.
· Students should expect approximately 20 to 30 minutes of homework a night that will focus on practicing and strengthening understanding of current concepts, and also reviewing prior topics.
Typical Course Sequences in Mathematics
	
	Pathway 1
	Pathway 2
	Pathway 3
	Pathway 4

	Grade 9
	Algebra I
	Geometry
	Algebra 1
	Algebra 1

	Grade 10
	Geometry
	Algebra II
	Geometry
	Geometry

	Grade 11
	Algebra II
	Pre-calculus

	Algebraic & Geometric Concepts and Connections
	Statistics

	Grade 12
	Pre-calculus
Or
Any Statistics course
	Any Calculus courses
Or
Any Statistics course
	Statistics
 or
 Algebra II
or
Financial Literacy and Analysis
or
 Mathematics and 
The Trades
	 Mathematics and 
The Trades
 or
 Financial Literacy & Analysis



ALGEBRA I  #311 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This course is the initial mathematics course in the college and career readiness program. The course focuses on the study of linear and quadratic functions, and introduces students to other functions that will be developed in more depth in later courses. Topics include: solving equations and inequalities, working with linear functions (writing, graphing and modeling), solving systems of linear equations and inequalities, solving and graphing absolute value functions, properties of exponents, working with quadratic functions (writing, graphing, modeling), solving quadratic equations. Problem solving techniques relating algebra to real life applications are incorporated throughout the course. Many activities in the course will require the use of a graphing calculator. Math/STEM
Prerequisites: 
· Successful completion of previous Math class (8th Grade math - Pre-Algebra)
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Percent, Fractions, Decimals
· Order of Operations
· Operations with Integers
· Simplifying & Operations with Fractions (+ GCF, LCM)
· Exponents (Rewrite repeated multiplication)
· Simplifying Expressions (Distributive Property)
· Solving 1- and 2-step equations
· Coordinate Plane (Quadrants, Axes, Plotting Points)

ALGEBRA I #351 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This course is the initial mathematics course in the college and career readiness program. The course focuses on the study of linear and quadratic functions, and introduces students to other functions that will be developed in more depth in later courses. Topics include: solving equations and inequalities, working with linear functions (writing, graphing and modeling), solving systems of linear equations and inequalities, solving and graphing absolute value functions, properties of exponents, working with quadratic functions (writing, graphing, modeling), solving quadratic equations. Problem solving techniques relating algebra to real life applications are incorporated throughout the course. Many activities in the course will require the use of a graphing calculator.  Math/STEM
Students in honors sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace. 
Prerequisites: 
· Grade of 90 or better in previous Math class 
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed at high level include but not limited to:
· Percent, Fractions, Decimals
· Order of Operations
· Operations with Integers
· Simplifying & Operations with Fractions (+ GCF, LCM)
· Exponents (Rewrite repeated multiplication)
· Simplifying Expressions (Distributive Property)
· Solving 1- and 2-step equations
· Coordinate Plane (Quadrants, Axes, Plotting Points)

GEOMETRY  #321 (A) 1.0 credit Live Link 1  Live Link 2
The Geometry course includes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and coordinate geometry as they relate to both abstract mathematical concepts as well as real-world problem situations. Topics include logic and proof, angle relationships, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons, perimeters and areas, volumes and surface area, similarity and congruence, trigonometry, and analytic geometry. The geometry course will also have units focused on data analysis. Emphasis is placed on developing critical thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and argument.  Math/STEM
 Prerequisite: 
· 1.0 Credit in Algebra I 
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Measuring with a Ruler
· Rounding, Rounding Error
· Squaring Numbers, Square Roots of Perfect Squares
· Solving Linear Equations (Multi-Step & Variables on Both sides)
· Solving Literal Equations
· Coordinate Plane (Graph & Write Linear Functions)
· Classifying Triangles & Quadrilaterals
· Perimeter & Area of Basic Figures (Rectangle, Square, Triangle)
· Pythagorean Theorem
· Circles (𝛑, Circumference & Area)
 
GEOMETRY #352 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
The Geometry course includes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and coordinate geometry as they relate to both abstract mathematical concepts as well as real-world problem situations. Topics include logic and proof, angle relationships, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons, perimeters and areas, volumes and surface area, similarity and congruence, trigonometry, and analytic geometry. The geometry course will also have units focused on data analysis.  Emphasis is placed on developing critical thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and argument.
Students in honors sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace. Math/STEM
Prerequisite: 
· 1.0 Credit in Algebra I A (with a grade of 95 or higher) or Algebra I H (with a grade of 80 or better) 
· Recommendation of teacher
Prerequisite skills needed at a high level include but not limited to:
· Measuring with a Ruler
· Rounding, Rounding Error
· Squaring Numbers, Square Roots of Perfect Squares
· Solving Linear Equations (Multi-Step & Variables on Both sides)
· Solving Literal Equations
· Coordinate Plane (Graph & Write Linear Functions)
· Classifying Triangles & Quadrilaterals
· Perimeter & Area of Basic Figures (Rectangle, Square, Triangle)
· Pythagorean Theorem
· Circles (𝛑, Circumference & Area)

ALGEBRAIC AND GEOMETRIC CONNECTIONS #399 (A) 1.0 Credit Video (Live Link)
This course is for students who have struggled in Algebra I and Geometry. Each unit in the course focuses on strengthening the mathematical skills students learned in Algebra I and Geometry through career related applications; agriculture and agribusiness, business and marketing, health occupations, home economics, and industrial technology. Each unit of study will have lessons focused on mathematical skills, followed by laboratory activities and application problems. Units of study may include: Shapes in two dimensions, Shapes in three dimensions, Ratios and proportions, Scale drawings, Using Formulas, Problems that involve linear equations, graphing data, solving problems with nonlinear equations, working with statistics, using right triangle relationships, geometry in the workplace, Working with spreadsheets. Math/STEM * Not NCAA Approved
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Geometry and 1.0 Credit in Algebra I
 
ALGEBRA II  #331 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Students entering this course should have a foundation of linear and quadratic functions from Algebra I. This course is the continuation and extension of Algebra I and Geometry and students will initially build on their work with linear and quadratic functions and apply their understanding of these functions to contextual problems. Students will be introduced to several new functions in this course. They will study the characteristics of these functions both graphically and analytically and use them to model and solve a variety of problems. Functions and topics that will be studied include: functions and their inverses, polynomial functions, rational functions, radical functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and conic sections.  The course will also include some work with data analysis. Math/STEM
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Algebra I (Grade of 70 or higher)
· 1.0 Credit in Geometry or concurrent enrollment in Geometry
· Recommendation of teacher
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Properties of Exponents
· Radicals (simplifying & multiplying/dividing)
· Operations with Polynomials
· Working with Linear Functions and Linear Equations (Solving and Graphing)
· Solving and Graphing Linear Systems
· Working with Quadratic Functions (Solving and Graphing)
· Factoring (trinomials when a = 1, GCF, difference of two squares)

 ALGEBRA II #353 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Students entering this course should have a foundation of linear and quadratic functions from Algebra I. This course is the continuation and extension of Algebra I and Geometry and students will initially build on their work with linear and quadratic functions and apply their understanding of these functions to contextual problems. Students will be introduced to several new functions in this course. They will study the characteristics of these functions both graphically and analytically and use them to model and solve a variety of problems. Functions and topics that will be studied include: functions and their inverses, polynomial functions, rational functions, radical functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and conic sections. The course will also include some work with data analysis. Math/STEM
Students in honors sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace. 
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Algebra I H (with an 80 or higher grade) or Algebra I A (with a grade of 95 or higher) 
· 1.0 Credit in Geometry or concurrent enrollment in Geometry. 
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Properties of Exponents
· Radicals (simplifying & multiplying/dividing)
· Operations with Polynomials
· Working with Linear Functions and Linear Equations (Solving and Graphing)
· Solving and Graphing Linear Systems
· Working with Quadratic Functions (Solving and Graphing)
· Factoring (trinomials when a = 1, GCF, difference of two squares)


PRECALCULUS #341 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This advanced mathematics course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in algebra and trigonometry, preparing them for calculus and college algebra courses. There will be a comprehensive review of all the functions studied through Algebra 2; linear, quadratic, absolute value, polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions. The characteristics of these functions will be looked at both graphically and analytically and they will be used in modeling real world problems. The six trigonometric functions will be introduced and studied closely both from a right triangle approach and from a circular approach. These functions will be looked at both graphically and analytically, and will be used in problem solving. Additional formulas and identities associated with the trigonometric functions will be used to evaluate and solve trigonometric expressions and equations. The use of trigonometry in solving vector problems will also be studied in the context of motion problems and force diagrams from physics, and there will be a review of conic sections. Polar coordinates and graphs will be explored as well as arithmetic and geometric sequences and series, if time permits. Math/STEM
Prerequisites:
· 1.0 Credit in Algebra II H or Algebra II A (with a grade of 70 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Solving and Graphing Linear Functions and Equations 
· Solving and Graphing Linear Systems
· Solving and Graphing Quadratic Functions and Equations
· Operations with Polynomials (Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication & Division)
· Graphing Polynomial Functions
· Solving and Graphing Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Equations
· Solving and Graphing Rational Functions and Equations
 
PRECALCULUS #354 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This advanced mathematics course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in algebra and trigonometry, preparing them for calculus and college algebra courses. There will be a comprehensive review of all the functions studied through Algebra II; linear, quadratic, absolute value, polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions. The characteristics of these functions will be looked at both graphically and analytically and they will be used in modeling real world problems. The six trigonometric functions will be introduced and studied closely both from a right triangle approach and from a circular approach. These functions will be looked at both graphically and analytically, and will be used in problem solving. Additional formulas and identities associated with the trigonometric functions will be used to evaluate and solve trigonometric expressions and equations. The use of trigonometry in solving vector problems will also be studied in the context of motion problems and force diagrams from physics, and there will be a review of conic sections. The honors course will also cover polar functions and sequences and series to prepare students for the BC calculus course.
 
Students in honors sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace.  Math/STEM
Prerequisites:
· 1.0 credit in Algebra II (H) (with a grade of 80 or higher) or Algebra II (A) (with a grade of 95 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Solving and Graphing Linear Functions and Equations 
· Solving and Graphing Linear Systems
· Solving and Graphing Quadratic Functions and Equations
· Operations with Polynomials (Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication & Division)
· Graphing Polynomial Functions
· Solving and Graphing Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Equations
· Solving and Graphing Rational Functions and Equations

STATISTICS #376 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This course is intended for students whose interests lie not only in mathematics but also in the social, physical, and life sciences. It is also highly recommended as a large number of college majors and careers now require some level of understanding of statistics and data analysis. Topics include observing patterns and departures from patterns, deciding what and how to measure, producing models using probability theory and simulation, and confirming models. The course exposes students to the conceptual themes: Exploring Data, Sampling and Experimentation, Anticipating Patterns and Statistical Inference. This course adheres to the philosophy and methods of modern data analysis with an emphasis on technological practices. The curriculum for Statistics provides activities that guide students to discover statistical concepts, explore statistical principles, and apply statistical techniques. Students work toward these goals through the analysis of data and through interaction with one another, with the instructor, and with technology. An interactive learning environment replaces some lectures with hands-on activities throughout the entire course.  Math/STEM
Prerequisites:
·  1.0 Credit in Algebra I and 1.0 Credit in Geometry
 
STATISTICS #378 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This course is intended for students whose interests lie not only in mathematics but also in the social, physical, and life sciences. It is also highly recommended as a large number of college majors and careers now require some level of understanding of statistics and data analysis. Topics include observing patterns and departures from patterns, deciding what and how to measure, producing models using probability theory and simulation, and confirming models. The course exposes students to the conceptual themes: Exploring Data, Sampling and Experimentation, Anticipating Patterns and Statistical Inference. This course adheres to the philosophy and methods of modern data analysis with an emphasis on technological practices. The curriculum for Statistics provides activities that guide students to discover statistical concepts, explore statistical principles, and apply statistical techniques. Students work toward these goals through the analysis of data and through interaction with one another, with the instructor, and with technology. An interactive learning environment replaces some lectures with hands-on activities throughout the entire course.  Math/STEM
Students in honors sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace.
Prerequisites:
·  1.0 Credit in Honors Algebra II or Academic Algebra II (grade of 80 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
Prerequisite skills needed include but not limited to:
· Solving simple 1 or 2 step equations
· Graphing a linear equation
· Basic understanding of percent’s
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS #377 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
The purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 
· Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns 
· Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study
· Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulations
· Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses
Students in honors and AP sections should be self-motivated, demonstrate a strong conceptual understanding of prior topics, be proficient in mathematical skills, and should expect to have more challenging work in greater amounts, to use higher levels of math and reading, and work at a faster pace.
As with all of the College Board’s advanced placement courses at Suffield High School, students are required to take the AP exam.  Math/STEM
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Honors Algebra II or Academic Algebra II (grade of 90 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
· Review of PSAT scores

CALCULUS (A) # 330 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
The course is designed for students who wish to take calculus but do not want to take the Advanced Placement course and for students who may need to strengthen their skills from precalculus. Students in academic precalculus classes that may need to take a calculus course in college should be encouraged to take this course. Topics include: limit theory, differential calculus including the development of the derivative; derivative techniques involving polynomials, trigonometric and inverse trigonometric functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, the power, product, quotient and chain rules and implicit differentiation; Integral calculus including area approximation techniques, integration of polynomials, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions, integration by substitution and integration by parts. Skills are applied to solving problems involving position, velocity and acceleration, tangent lines and finding linear approximations for functions, graph analysis, optimization, related rates, areas bounded by curves, average value of a function, volumes of solids, growth and decay. Applications in business, economics and in the physical sciences will be used throughout the course.  Math/STEM
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Precalculus A (grade of 70 or higher) or Honors Precalculus
· Teacher recommendation


ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB   #346 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Advanced Placement calculus AB is a college level course designed for highly motivated students who are interested in pursuing a career in a math related field. The course is designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement Calculus Examination Level AB, developed and offered by The College Board, in early May. Students are required to take this test to get the AP credit for the course. Students should have a solid understanding of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, analytical geometry and the study of elementary functions. Topics include: limit theory, differential calculus including the development of the derivative; derivative techniques involving polynomials, trigonometric and inverse trigonometric functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, the power, product, quotient and chain rules and implicit differentiation; Integral calculus including area approximation techniques, integration of polynomials, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions, integration by substitution and integration by parts. Skills are applied to solving problems involving position, velocity and acceleration, tangent lines and finding linear approximations for functions, graph analysis, optimization, related rates, areas bounded by curves, average value of a function, volumes of solids, growth and decay.  Math/STEM
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Precalculus A (grade of 90 or higher) or Precalculus H (grade of 70 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
· Review of PSAT scores

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC   #356 (AP) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Advanced Placement calculus BC is a college level course designed for highly motivated students who are interested in pursuing a career in a math or STEM related field. The course is designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement Calculus Examination Level BC, developed and offered by The College Board, in early May. Students are required to take this test to get the AP credit for the course. Students should have a solid understanding of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, analytical geometry and the study of elementary functions. Topics include: limit theory, differential calculus including the development of the derivative; derivative techniques involving polynomials, trigonometric and inverse trigonometric functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, the power, product, quotient and chain rules and implicit differentiation; Integral calculus including area approximation techniques, integration of polynomials, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions, integration by substitution and integration by parts. Skills are applied to solving problems involving position, velocity and acceleration, tangent lines and finding linear approximations for functions, graph analysis, optimization, related rates, areas bounded by curves, average value of a function, volumes of solids, growth and decay. Additional topics covered in the BC level include polar equations, differential equations, sequences and series, tests of convergence and divergence, Taylor and MacLaurin Polynomials.  Math/STEM  
Prerequisites: 
· 1.0 Credit in Honors Precalculus (grade of 80 or higher)
· Teacher recommendation
· Review of PSAT scores

FINANCIAL LITERACY AND ANALYSIS #310 (A) 1.0 credit   Video (Live Link)
The course is designed to prepare students for many real-life applications of mathematics and is meant to be for seniors. Topics include earnings, checking and savings accounts, credit, credit cards, loans, life insurance, health insurance, investments, taxes, car purchase and ownership, housing and home improvement and writing a budget.  Students will learn the mathematics behind these topics, and will be given opportunities to research information that is applicable to their plans and create a budget.  Math/STEM * Not NCAA Approved
Prerequisites:
·  1.0 Credit in Algebra I and 1.0 credit in Geometry
 
MATHEMATICS AND THE TRADES #312  (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This course focuses on the algebraic and geometric skills required in a number of vocational and technical trades, such as plumbing, carpentry, automotive repair, electrical trades, construction, landscaping, HVAC, and culinary arts. It is a course intended for students who can benefit from additional practice and review of skills covered in Algebra and Geometry, and is highly recommended for students focused on pursuing a career in the vocational/technical trades. The course will reinforce many of the concepts covered in Algebra 1 and Geometry by providing more authentic applications in a number of career fields. Examples provided in class and in assignments will try to focus on student preferences, and hands-on activities will be used where possible and appropriate.  Math/STEM * Not NCAA Approved
Prerequisites:
·  1.0 Credit in Algebra I and 1.0 credit in Geometry


HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Health
HEALTH I # 488 (A) 0.5 Credit
Health I must be taken and passed by all students during either their freshman or sophomore year. Any Junior or Senior who has not previously satisfied the Health requirement must complete the program to be eligible for graduation.  Health I is a comprehensive health curriculum, which highlights Wellness Promotion, Effective Communication, Decision Making, Goal Setting, Interpersonal Communication Skills, Substance Abuse Prevention, Adult C.P.R., First Aid and other skills-based health related topics.  The Human Sexuality and A.I.D.S. Education component of the course is not mandatory.  
Health/CareerandLifeSkills

HEALTH II # 489 (A) 0.5 Credit
Health II will be open to students who have a prerequisite of a passing grade in Health I.  Students enrolled in Health II will have the opportunity to study, in depth, current events and issues relating to Health, Family Life, Infant and Child CPR, Accessing Information, Psychology and Science.  These events and issues will be examined for their impact on life in our community, on each student as an individual and on the family unit.  This will be a student-centered course in which students will be encouraged and guided to lead discussions, debate, solicit opposing viewpoints and conduct interviews regarding health-related topics. Students will learn in an inclusive and collaborative environment while focusing on advocating for their health, their self-management skills and analyzing external influences on their health and wellness amongst other skills-based health topics. The Human Sexuality and A.I.D.S. Education component of the course is not mandatory. 
Health/CareerandLifeSkills


Physical Education 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 #070 (A) 0.5 Credit		 Grade 9-10
Physical Education 1 is a required course that must be taken before students are eligible to take any other Physical Education elective.  This course is highly recommended for ninth grade students and focuses on building an introduction and foundation to a variety of team, individual, and lifetime skill opportunities. A strong emphasis will be put on competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns, communication, self and social awareness, teamwork and team building. Activities and concepts include but are not limited to: net sports, invasion games, fitness/fitness testing, yoga, nutrition, team building, individual and team sports. After completing this course, students will have the background to be able to choose electives that allow them to pursue their lifelong fitness path. Physical Education/CareerandLifeSkills

LIFELONG FITNESS 071 (A) 0.5 Credit		Grade 10-12
Lifelong Fitness is for students in Grades 10-12 who have completed Physical Education 1. This course is designed for students who enjoy individual and team lifetime activities in a recreational setting. A strong emphasis will be put on overall wellness, promotion of an active lifestyle, self-management, conflict resolution and personal and social behaviors that respect self and others while participating in games and activities. Activities include, but are not limited to: walking, badminton, pickleball, ultimate frisbee, bocce, can-jam, cornhole, spikeball, volleyball, basketball, and other fitness opportunities. 
Prerequisite: Physical Education 1. Physical Education/CareerandLifeSkills

CIRCUIT AND WEIGHT TRAINING   #069 (A) 0.5 Credit	Grades 10-12 
This course is designed for students interested in completing physical fitness routines that target weight loss, muscle toning, bodybuilding, and/or athletic training. Students will create and perform workouts designed to target specific areas of fitness that will help them work towards a fitness goal and provide students with the knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical activity and fitness. Students with prior experience in weight training, cardiovascular endurance, and/or athletic training routines will work to maintain or increase their level of physical fitness in either a variety of, or in a specific area of fitness.   This course also offers an opportunity for those athletes who are out of season to continue to stay physically fit. 
Prerequisite: Physical Education 1. Physical Education/CareerandLifeSkills

YOGA # 080 (A) 0.5 Credit		Grades 10-12
This course provides the student the opportunity to learn and practice yoga providing an in-depth emphasis on proper form and alignment of the eight families of poses. Students will have the opportunity to engage and grow in mindfulness practice, increasing their social and emotional wellness. Students will also learn about yoga history and philosophy. Throughout the semester, students will learn and realize the many health benefits, both physical and mental, from continued yoga practice. Examples of activities include, but are not limited to: learning and performing asanas, participating in daily yoga routines, journaling daily, yoga podcast activities, building and implementing a yoga routine, and outdoor yoga. 
Prerequisite: Physical Education 1. Physical Education/CareerandLifeSkills

TEAM SPORTS # 068 (A) 0.5 Credit		Grades 10-12
The Team Sports program is open to students in grades 10-12 who have successfully completed Physical Education 9. Course content targets the principles, knowledge, skills, strategies, tactics, and concepts of competitive team sports. All aspects of team sport will be addressed including leadership, decision-making, problem solving, character, officiating and coaching. This course is designed to offer all students at Suffield High School the opportunity to participate in team sports in a competitive setting. Team Sports also provides students the opportunity to experience participation in an intramural or club sports style program similar to those offered at colleges and universities. Activities include, but are not limited to: tennis, softball, flag football, ultimate frisbee, floor-ball, speed-ball, basketball, badminton, and volleyball. 
Prerequisite: Physical Education 1. Physical Education/CareerandLifeSkills

WORLD LANGUAGE

The courses offered by the World Language Department are designed to develop communicative proficiency in a foreign language.  These sequential courses allow students the opportunity to enhance their skills in the four areas of language learning: writing, reading, speaking, and listening. Students will also gain insight into the culture and people of the language studied in order to function successfully within a global context.  Extensive work at each level promotes good oral and written skills and cultural understanding.  The use of technology and ancillary materials (Internet resources, CDs, communications platforms, podcasts, workbooks, computer software, and videos) is an integral part of each course of study.  Each student must achieve a certain level of success before progressing to the next level of study.  In keeping with expanding college requirements, students are encouraged to study a foreign for a minimum of three years at the high school level.  For students who regularly converse in that language in their household with native speakers or who have extensive backgrounds in target language situations, they may be placed in an appropriate course based on a proficiency assessment score that demonstrates mastery of prerequisite content skills. 

FRENCH I  #215 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)	 Not running for the  2024-2025 academic school year. 
This course provides an introduction to the French language.  Students will practice rudimentary exchanges in a foreign language and explore the contexts of French language usage. Very basic structures of this language are presented in simple first-contact exchanges and students will interact to relay and understand basic information.  Students use the internet and media sources to create projects to increase their knowledge of Francophone cultures and their connections to diverse communities.  Students who have studied any world language are encouraged to speak with their counselor regarding their placement in French and the possibility of beginning in French II (A).   World Language/Humanities


FRENCH II   #225 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
Students further develop their beginning skills in French by building on the rudiments acquired in novice French. The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing French are practiced at the beginner level.  Basic structures of French are presented in conversations and situations that encourage active student participation.  Students also increase their understanding of and appreciation for Francophone peoples and their cultures.  Examples of real-world applications and uses of realia are employed to complete class units and projects. Prerequisite: Successful completion of French I.  World Language/Humanities

FRENCH II #223 (H)  1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This honors French course will allow students to continue the process of communicating in the language while further developing all four language skills.  At this level, students compose brief narratives in the present, past, and near future; they will be able to communicate in standard conversational exchanges.  With increased communicative possibilities, students explore topics in more depth and with consistent applications to class discussion and personalized writing exercises, such as through letters and journals.  Students also explore cultural differences through short readings, multimedia resources, and digital platforms at this level. Prerequisite:  90 or above in Middle School French sequence or French I and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

FRENCH III   #235 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This third level course will continue to build upon the foundation of French II by developing initial intermediate-level skills. Students continue to develop core vocabulary and control of sentence structures while having more opportunities to engage with resources like songs and videos, short readings, and interactive, creative projects as they connect to real-world French contexts and cultures. Students will work to increase their use of French to collaborate and communicate with peers and develop a wide base of skills through use of the language. Research and class projects will require the use of digital platforms and authentic French resources from the internet. Prerequisite: Successful completion of French II.  World Language/Humanities

FRENCH III #233 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This honors course will enable students to move further into intermediate-level language tasks in speaking, listening, reading, and writing, and to explore more culturally-based situations and materials as they connect to real-world French contexts and speakers.  Students continue to develop core vocabulary and control of sentence structures while having more opportunities to engage with resources like songs and videos, short readings, and interactive, creative projects.  Students will collaborate and communicate with peers consistently in French and develop a wide base of skills through regular use of the language, including regular opportunities for writing in interpersonal exchanges and narratives. Research and class projects will require the use of digital platforms and authentic French resources from the internet. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of French II and/or teacher recommendation.  World Language/Humanities 

FRENCH IV #247 (A) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)	 Not running for the  2024-2025 academic school year.
This fourth level course will continue to build upon the foundation of French III. Students continue to develop core vocabulary and control of sentence structures while having more opportunities to engage with resources like songs and videos, short readings, and interactive, creative projects as they connect to real-world French contexts and cultures. Students will work to increase their use of French to collaborate and communicate with peers and develop a wide base of skills through use of the language. Research and class projects will require the use of digital platforms and authentic French resources from the internet.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of French III.  WorldLanguage/Humanities

FRENCH IV #244 (H) 1.0 credit Video (Live Link)
This honors level course in French will enable students to move towards advanced level skills in the language and to engage with French speakers in a wide variety of contexts and for many communicative needs.  Students will develop language skills through a variety of culturally based studies that integrate literature, society, and history, and they will explore a wide range of topical themes through vocabulary development, readings, and cultural studies that will serve as a basis for oral discussion and written expression.  Students will engage in work that examines such topics as childhood, adolescence, the working world, and contemporary France as they connect to real-world French contexts and speakers.  Students will be expected to express themselves in French with thoughtfulness and clarity in an effort to communicate their perspectives, opinions, and thoughts in regular classroom discussions.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of French III and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE #249 (AP) 1.0 credit
The Advanced Placement Program in French Language and Culture is designed for highly motivated and academically talented students who are willing to commit themselves to a college level course demanding considerable time and effort. Students enrolled in this course must be able to demonstrate superior listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  Students will use understanding of francophone cultures, contexts, and civilizations in informal and formal exchanges and for analytical and presentational tasks.  All course work will be conducted in French.  The course of study is established by the Advanced Placement Program of the College Entrance Examination Board and culminates in an exam in May through which students may earn college credits.  Prerequisite: 80 or better in French IV (H) or V (H) and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH I #261 (A) 1.0 credit
Students enrolled in Spanish will be introduced to the study of a foreign language and will acquire basic everyday skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking in the target language. In order to promote oral proficiency, the course will focus on relevant everyday exchanges.  Various cultural connections will be made to students’ learning and lives in order to broaden their world view.  Students who have studied Spanish previously are encouraged to speak with their counselor about placement into Spanish II.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH II #273 (A) 1.0 credit
In this course, students will build upon their foundation from Spanish I. Through a variety of communicative activities, students will practice the skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening in order to expand their oral proficiency and promote the relevance of Spanish in their lives.  Students will increase their appreciation of Spanish-speaking peoples and their cultures. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish I or first year of Middle School Spanish and recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH II #262 (H) 1.0 credit
This honors course will allow the language student to improve his/her communicative proficiency in Spanish while further developing all four language skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  At this level, students will compose and understand narratives in the present, and simple future.  They will also communicate comfortably in everyday conversational exchanges.  With their growing language skills, students will explore topics through classroom discussion and personalized writing exercises.  Students at this level will relate new cultural readings and multimedia presentations to their in-class vocabulary and grammatical learning in order to make more concrete the connection between the classroom and the real world. Prerequisite: 90 or above in Middle School Spanish sequence or Spanish I and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH III #274 (A) 1.0 credit
Students in this course will continue the pursuit of intermediate proficiency in the four areas of language learning. In Spanish III (A) will improve their written accuracy and develop their confidence in the use of oral language through regular interactions and expression of course themes, including home life, travel, and cultural experiences.  Students will have a variety of opportunities to interact with, understand, and use Spanish through multimedia sources, group projects, and independent tasks.  Work done in Spanish III (A) will prepare students for the more challenging language and cultural studies of Spanish IV. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish II and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH III #271 (H) 1.0 credit
Within a cultural framework and through a careful examination of challenging grammatical concepts, verb tenses, and an expansion of students’ working vocabulary, this honors Spanish course will develop students’ reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Spanish III (H) will place emphasis on grammatical accuracy and correct language usage both in students’ writing and speaking.  Students will express themselves primarily in Spanish on a variety of topics within a variety of situations. The rigor of this course is intended to prepare students either for Spanish IV (H) or for AP Spanish Language and Culture. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish II and/or recommendation of teacher.   World Language/Humanities

SPANISH IV #283 (A) 1.0 credit	Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
Students in this course will continue the pursuit of proficiency in the four areas of language learning through the reading of authentic short stories and dramatic texts, articles, and cultural and historical passages.  Though emphasis in this course will be placed on improving the students’ ability to read and write accurately, the main focus of the course will be to develop the students’ auditory and oral proficiency.  Spanish will be spoken in class, both by the teacher and by students, in order to promote comfortable oral communication as well as greater cultural awareness and understanding of the Spanish-speaking world. Work done in Spanish IV (A) will prepare students for the more challenging language and cultural studies of Spanish V (H). Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish III and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH IV #281 (H) 1.0 credit
This honors Spanish course will provide students with an intensive and deliberate study of Spanish vocabulary and grammar so that they may further develop towards advanced skills in the four areas of language learning: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Great emphasis in this course will be placed on oral expression and conversation, while the main focus of the course cultivates a relationship among the four skills of language learning.  Students in Spanish IV (H) will study and practice grammatical concepts, verb tenses, and vocabulary sets through reading, writing, listening, and speaking so that they may become well-rounded producers of natural, spontaneous language.  The grammatical concepts and vocabulary sets studied in this course will be drawn from art, literature, cultural phenomena, society, and student-generated themes so that students may relate their language learning to a concrete, real world. The combination of careful language study and cultural exploration offered by Spanish IV (H) will prepare students for enrollment in the AP Spanish Language course. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish III (H) or 90 in Spanish III (A) and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

SPANISH V #277 (A) 1.0 credit	Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
Students in this course will continue the pursuit of proficiency in the four areas of language learning through the reading of authentic short stories and dramatic texts, articles, and cultural and historical passages.  Though emphasis in this course will be placed on improving the students’ ability to read and write accurately, the main focus of the course will be to develop the students’ auditory and oral proficiency. Spanish will be spoken in class, both by the teacher and by students, in order to promote comfortable oral communication as well as greater cultural awareness and understanding of the Spanish-speaking world. Work done in Spanish V (A) will prepare students for the more challenging language and cultural studies of AP Spanish Language and Culture. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities
 
SPANISH V #292 (H) 1.0 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
This honors Spanish course will provide students with an intensive and deliberate study of Spanish grammar and vocabulary so that they may further develop their skills in the four areas of language learning:  reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Though great emphasis in this course will be placed on oral expression and conversation, the main focus of the course cultivates a relationship among the four skills of language learning.  Students in Spanish V (H) will study and practice grammatical concepts, verb tenses, and vocabulary sets through reading, writing, listening, and speaking so that they may become well-rounded producers of natural, spontaneous language.  The grammatical concepts and vocabulary sets studied in this course will be drawn from art, literature, cultural phenomena, society, and student-generated themes so that students may relate their language learning to a concrete, real world. The combination of careful language study and cultural exploration offered by Spanish V (H) will prepare students for enrollment in the AP Spanish Language course. Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish IV and/or recommendation of teacher.  World Language/Humanities

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE #294 (AP) 1.0 credit   Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
The Advanced Placement Program offers two Spanish courses:  AP Spanish Language & Culture and AP Spanish Literature.  Each course is intended for qualified and academically talented students who are willing to commit themselves to the rigor of a college-level course.  Students enrolled in either of these courses must demonstrate superior reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Students enrolled in either AP course will use only Spanish in all course work. The course of study for each class is established by the Advanced Placement Program of the College Board and culminates in an exam in May through which students may earn college credits. Prerequisite: For AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE, 80 or better in Spanish III, IV or Spanish V (H); for AP SPANISH LITERATURE, 80 or better in AP Spanish Language or Spanish V (H).  World Language/Humanities

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LITERATURE #295 (AP) 1.0 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
The Advanced Placement Program offers two Spanish courses:  AP Spanish Language & Culture and AP Spanish Literature.  Each course is intended for qualified and academically talented students who are willing to commit themselves to the rigor of a college-level course.  Students enrolled in either of these courses must demonstrate superior reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Students enrolled in either AP course will use only Spanish in all course work. The course of study for each class is established by the Advanced Placement Program of the College Board and culminates in an exam in May through which students may earn college credits. Prerequisite: For AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE, 80 or better in Spanish III, IV or Spanish V (H); for AP SPANISH LITERATURE, 80 or better in AP Spanish Language or Spanish V (H).  World Language/Humanities

SUFFIELD REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE
[image: ]

THE THREE COMPONENTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

1. School-Based Course of Studies - An individualized course of study is developed in terms of the student’s interests and goals leading to further education or direct work placement.	
· Introduction to Agricultural Science - Grade 9
· Agriculture II; Agri science Biology	- Grade 10
· 2 elective courses per semester in grades 11 and 12 
2. FFA Membership and Participation - This student leadership program is an integral part of more than 8,200 Agriscience centers in the United States. It develops leadership, cooperation and citizenship through activities such as: participation in Career Development Events (CDE), public speaking, parliamentary procedure, community service, travel, awards and scholarships.

3. Supervised Agricultural Experience SAE is mandatory for grades 10-12. Failure to complete required hours will result in loss of credit and may result in dismissal from the Agriscience program.

Exploratory Agriculture 

AGRICULTURE I (INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE) #820 (A) 1.0 credit	Grade 9
(This course is available only to students enrolled in the Agriscience program.)
This exploratory course in Agriscience enables the student to acquire basic skills and knowledge in plant science, animal science, natural resources, agricultural engineering, and leadership. The many careers in the broad field of agriculture are explored including landscaping, floriculture, woodworking, equine studies, animal production, companion animals, aquaculture, forestry, wildlife, conservation, and much more. Arts/Humanities

AGRICULTURE II #821 (A) 1.0 credit	Grade 10
 (This course is available only to students enrolled in the Agriscience program.)
Students will select a major course of study in one of the four primary areas of agricultural instruction (Plant Science, Animal Science, Natural Resources / Environmental Science, Agricultural Mechanics). Both required and elective modules will be offered throughout the course. Active participation in the FFA and development of a Supervised Agricultural Experience Program is expected. Arts/Humanities



Students in the Agriscience program will have first selection for any of the agriscience electives.  Any remaining seats will be opened to all Suffield High School students in grades 11 and 12. 
Agriscience Electives in Animal Science 
ANIMAL BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING #833 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This class focuses on the behavior, communication and training styles for all animals, both companion and livestock species. Students will study how animals communicate with each other and how humans can replicate those same communication techniques. There will also be a heavy focus on the different ways to train an animal. This course will allow students to train different animal species firsthand. STEM/Arts 

ECE ANIMAL BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING #836 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This class focuses on the behavior, communication and training styles for all animals, both companion and livestock species. Students will study how animals communicate with each other and how humans can replicate those same communication techniques. There will also be a heavy focus on the different ways to train an animal. This course will allow students to train different animal species firsthand.   STEM/Arts

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

INTRO TO COMPANION ANIMALS #874 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This “hands-on” course integrates the instruction of skills and knowledge in the care and management of dogs, cats, and other pets.  Concentration will be on grooming, training, and management skills in the pet industry.  Students will be expected to handle and care for live animals.  STEM/Arts

INTRO TO COMPANION ANIMALS #848 (H) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This “hands-on” course integrates the instruction of skills and knowledge in the care and management of dogs, cats, and other pets.  Concentration will be on grooming, training, and management skills in the pet industry.  Students will be expected to handle and care for live animals.  STEM/Arts

PRODUCTION ANIMAL SCIENCE #879 (A) 0.5 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.	 Grades 11 -12
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course will focus on the production of animal agriculture. Students will learn the breeds, care, management and business implications of production animal science. Students will have “hands-on” opportunities in the large animal facility, laboratory and on farm sites.   #STEM#Arts

BREEDING AND GENETICS #887 (A) #888 (H) 0.5 credit	Grades 11-12 
The reproductions systems of animals, including physiology, controls, and management techniques will be investigated. Breed evaluation based on conformation, pedigree and production standards will be covered as well as breeding systems for various species.  STEM
BREEDING AND GENETICS #887 (H) 0.5 credit	Grades 11-12 
The reproductions systems of animals, including physiology, controls, and management techniques will be investigated. Breed evaluation based on conformation, pedigree and production standards will be covered as well as breeding systems for various species.  STEM
Prerequisite: C or better in Biology


EQUINE SCIENCE I #865 (A) 0.5 credit Not Running for the 2024-2025 school year.	 Grades 11 -12 
This course is designed to cover the anatomy and physiology of horses. The course will include an in depth look into the skeletal, muscular, circulatory, respiratory, nervous, endocrine, reproductive, digestive, integumentary and urinary systems. Topics to be covered include organs, their functions, diseases of the systems, system health checks and maintaining organ system health. The course will provide a great deal of hands-on experiences. This is a one semester course.  #STEM

EQUINE HEALTH MANAGEMENT #819 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This course is designed to cover the health management of horses and the management of horse farms. The course will include identification methods, colors and marking, conformation, pre-purchase exams, internal parasites, hoof anatomy and care, equine emergency care, nutrition, facility design, disaster preparedness and more! The course will provide a great deal of hands-on experiences and industry resources. This is a semester-long course.  STEM

SPECIALTY ANIMAL #899 (A) 0.5 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.	 Grades 11 -12 
This course will focus on the production and care of specialty animals. Students will learn about the care, management and business opportunities of species such as bison, ostrich, emus, rabbits, llamas, alpacas and honey bees. Students will have hands-on opportunities in the laboratory and on farm sites.  STEM

VETERINARY SCIENCE I #870 (A) #846 (H) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12 
This introductory level course will focus on animal care in the home, laboratory, veterinary practice and on the farm.  Health terminology, equipment operation, methods of identification and common office practices will be covered.  Careers in the animal health field will be explored using field trips and guest speakers.   STEM/Arts

VETERINARY SCIENCE II   #897 (A) #844 (H) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This advanced level course will focus on animal diseases, immunology, microbiology, parasitology and natural/global biosecurity issues. Students will have “hands-on” opportunities in the laboratory and on farm sites.  STEM/Arts (A 70 or better in Veterinary Science I is a prerequisite.)

VETERINARY SCIENCE II #844 (H) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12


Agriscience Electives in Agricultural Mechanics

SMALL EQUIPMENT REPAIR #863(A) 0.5 Credit Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.   Grades 11 -12 
This course concentrates on skills and knowledge of small power equipment as used in landscape, nursery, and forestry industries, including two cycle and four-cycle engines.  Chainsaw, lawn mowers, and snow blowers are typical applications.  Landscape machinery maintenance is also an important component.  #STEM

STRUCTURES AND BUILDING TECHNOLOGY #873 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
Planning, construction, maintenance and repair of buildings of wood, metal and masonry will be covered in this course. Some of the topics studied and applied will include: site selection, building materials, foundations, building techniques and protective coverings. Actual building construction will be practiced.  STEM

BUILDING SYSTEMS #876 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This course involves the knowledge and skill application of building systems including: construction safety, electrical, plumbing, masonry, roofing systems and planning and design of agricultural systems. This class will include "hands-on" laboratory exercises involving the construction of these agricultural systems as well as repair and maintenance. Emphasis will be on equipment identification, safety procedures and skill development.  STEM

TRACTOR DRIVING & AG EQUIPMENT OPERATION #831 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This course is designed to teach students how to safely operate tractors and provide students with the confidence to become a competent and safe operator when driving and handling a tractor and other agricultural equipment. In addition, students will learn how to perform a pre-operation safety check, perform basic maintenance on equipment, hitch implements, and safely operate a variety of implements. Implements to be used with tractor operation include plough, cultivator, and loader buckets. Students will also learn how to operate and safely and skillfully maneuver a tractor with a manure spreader and hay wagon hitched. Implements to be used with skid steer operation include loader bucket, snow plow, forklift, landscape rake, brush cat, auger and backhoe.  STEM/Arts

WELDING AND METAL FABRICATION #854 (A) 0.5 credit 	Grades 11 -12
The skills and application of electric arc, MIG and oxyacetylene welding and cutting will be covered in this “hands-on” course.  Safe operation, weld preparation, metals identification, electrode selection, welding positions and weld engineering are some of the many topics practiced.  A metal fabrication project is an integral part of this course.  STEM/Arts


Agriscience Electives in Natural Resources and Environmental Science

AQUACULTURE I #866 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This course provides an overview of the science of aquaculture.  Aquariums and commercial aquaculture equipment in the Aquaculture laboratory will be utilized to study the design and operation of aquaculture systems and aquaculture water quality maintenance.  Identification of fresh and saltwater fish and their biology will also be studied.  STEM/Arts

AQUACULTURE II #889(A) 0.5 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.	 Grades 11 -12 
This course is a continuation of Aquaculture I with emphasis in special projects in aquaculture.  Projects include but are not limited to: aquaponics (the integration of aquaculture and agriculture); fish production; business opportunities within the fish industry.  In addition, the studies of local fisheries like Congamond Lakes, Whites Pond, Connecticut River, Farmington River, and Long Island Sound will be included in the course.  #STEM


OCEANOGRAPHY/MARINE SCIENCE #839 (A) #849 (H) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This course is designed to allow students to learn about marine biology and also expose them to the current issue and environmental concerns within the aquaculture/marine biology fields. Students will learn about marine biology and topics including: important aspects of the ocean (water currents, sea levels and other geographical features), identification of common marine species, identification of marine species common to CT and the anatomy and characteristics of common marine species .Students will also explore important environmental aspects of marine biology and aquaculture, including but not limited to: water quality, pollution, overfishing, preservation of endangered species and invasive aquatic species. Students will have the opportunity to experience some of these issues first-hand.  STEM
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT #878(A) 0.5 credit Not running for the 2024-2025 school year.	 Grades 11 -12 
This course will emphasize wildlife identification, laws pertaining to species, the development, maintenance, and control of habitats.  In addition, predator/prey relationships, endangered species concerns and the relationship of society and wildlife will also be studied and researched.  #STEM

RECREATIONAL SERVICE MANAGEMENT #869 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This hands-on course will emphasize the development and marketing of campground, nature centers, parks, sanctuaries and hiking trails.  Topics will include: identification of community needs; laws and regulations; equipment and facilities. In addition, outdoor recreation activities such as GPS navigation, orienteering and boating will be covered.  STEM


Agriscience Electives in Plant Science

FLORAL ART #880 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This beginning floral design course emphasizes the basic principles and elements. Some of the topics covered include: color combinations, materials, selection of flowers, care of flowers and containers. "Hands-on experience working with flowers is frequent. Arts/Humanities


ECE FLORAL ART #838 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This beginning floral design course emphasizes the basic principles and elements. Some of the topics covered include: color combinations, materials, selection of flowers, care of flowers and containers. "Hands-on experience working with flowers is frequent. Arts/Humanities

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 


ADVANCED FLORAL DESIGN #840 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
Students will be prepared for an entry to advanced level position in the floriculture industry after completion of this course. The teacher will provide direct instruction and demonstration followed by time for guided practice.  Students will also have opportunities to work independently on floral designs.  Student work will be reviewed by peers and in small groups.  Students will learn to identify 50 common flowers and foliage. Arts/Humanities

ECE ADVANCED FLORAL DESIGN # 841 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
In this course students will be prepared for an entry to advanced level position in the floriculture industry after completion of this course. The teacher will provide direct instruction and demonstration followed by time for guided practice.  Students will also have opportunities to work independently on floral designs.  Student work will be reviewed by peers and in small groups.  Students will learn to identify 50 common flowers and foliage.  Arts/Humanities

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree. Suffield ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking. ECE courses are weighted the same as AP courses.
Students must earn a final grade of C or better in order to receive UCONN credit. UCONN credits may be transferable to other universities.  To participate and earn college credit in a UCONN ECE course you must complete UCONN’s registration process by the deadline and pay the associated fee.
UConn ECE Information Website 

FUNDAMENTALS OF HORTICULTURE #842 (A)	 Grades 11 -12
This course focuses on the science and practice of horticulture, plant propagation and culture.  Students will develop knowledge and skills to apply basic concepts of plant structure, growth and function to horticulture industry situations.  The effectiveness of integrated pest management and the impact of new technologies have had on the horticulture industry and environment will also be discussed and tested.  Students will practice skills and test theories using educational landscape, greenhouse, Agriscience lab and floral lab. STEM

ECE FUNDAMENTALS OF HORTICULTURE # 843   .5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This course focuses on the science and practice of horticulture, plant propagation and culture.  Students will develop knowledge and skills to apply basic concepts of plant structure, growth and function to horticulture industry situations.  The effectiveness of integrated pest management and the impact of new technologies have had on the horticulture industry and environment will also be discussed and tested.  Students will practice skills and test theories using educational landscape, greenhouse, Agriscience lab and floral lab.  The ECE course is affiliated with the University of Connecticut. Students who pass the course with a 70 or more will earn college credit and receive an official transcript from the University of Connecticut upon request.  STEM. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN #894 (A) 0.5 credit	Grades 11 -12
This course will focus on the skills of designing a landscape and developing a successful business. Emphasis will be on plant selection, identification, design principles and drawing technique. Students will become proficient with drawing, designing and cost estimation practices. Students will gain hands-on experience selecting plant material, utilizing principles of design and installing interior and exterior landscapes.  Humanities/Arts

General Agriscience Electives

AGRIBUSINESS and MARKETING #885 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This advanced level course is designed to enhance the agribusiness knowledge and skills needed in such areas as: economic principles, budgeting and record keeping for personal and business finances, money management and risk management. It also involves the use of cash flow and enterprise analysis to understand the use of labor, capital and marketing strategies as well as investment possibilities, insurance, loans and credit. An awareness and understanding will lead to the application of agriculture marketing and sales and business plan development. Event planning and agriculture tourism are integrated as subsets of this course. STEM/Arts 

FOOD SCIENCE AND SAFETY #875 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This hands-on course investigates food processing, distribution, and marketing. Topics will include: food microbiology, food processing and engineering, biotechnology with foods, toxicology, regulations and safe handling of foods.  Students will learn about topics through lab-based activities performed in our food science lab. Students will understand the use of sensory evaluation, nutrition label development, new food product development and food processing in the agriculture industry.  STEM/Arts

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE #832 (A) 0.5 credit		Grades 11 -12
This course is designed to allow students to explore the principles of sustainable agriculture for all aspects of production including animal, crop and food production.   Students will study a variety of topics surrounding sustainable food and farming including vegetable production, community agriculture programs, CSA structures, farmers markets, raising sheep and goats sustainably, composting, meat processing, hydroponic and aquaponic operations, urban farming and how to develop a sustainable production for the region we are located in.  Students will also learn about how locally produced food can safely enter our food system.
Students will be exposed to a variety of local and sustainable practices used on different local operations including but not limited to organic, conventional and natural productions.  Students will develop an understanding for local agriculture through field trips and guest speakers from the local and state community in order to share their production practices.  Both the land and large animal facility will be utilized as lab space.  STEM/Arts

Additional Options for High School Credit

Independent Study
An Independent Study is offered to supplement a student’s individual course of study. To initiate an independent study, a student must first secure a faculty member willing to sponsor the course of interest.  The student must then submit a typed proposal for administrative approval.  This must be submitted to the building principal no later than May 31st of the current school year. The Independent Study Opportunity form must be completed in collaboration with the faculty member/supervising teacher. The student must obtain required signatures and return the form to their School Counselor for review.  Students electing to pursue an independent study must maintain a minimum course load of 6.0 credits for the year in addition to the independent study.  Courses specifically required for graduation cannot be taken through independent study.  Interested students should see their School Counselor and access the Independent Study Opportunity application HERE. 

Credits earned through independent studies will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA 

External Credit (Online and in-person)
Students wishing to enroll in educational programs outside of Suffield High School and receive elective credit on their transcript must have prior approval to do so.  School policy allows for no more than 2.0 external credits to be counted toward the 25.0 overall graduation credit requirement. External credit cannot be used for courses specifically required for graduation. It is the student’s responsibility to complete an application for external credit (available in the School Counseling office) prior to enrolling in any course as well as providing a complete course description, including the total hours of instruction before approval can be given.

Students are also responsible for applying for permission to take an online/virtual course and will do the following:
· Complete prerequisites and provide teacher/counselor recommendations to confirm the student possesses the maturity level needed to function effectively in a virtual/online learning environment
· Obtain the written approval of the principal or his/her designee before a student enrolls in a virtual/online course.
· Adhere to the district code of conduct and policies regarding the use of technology and the internet.
· The school must receive an official record of the final grade before awarding credit toward graduation. 
Credits transferred from outside educational programs will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA and will be designated as “T” on the transcript.

High School Partnership Program (HSPP) - CT State Community College
Link: High School Partnership Program

Take classes on the Asnuntuck campus free of tuition and fees. Explore new topics and earn credits that transfer toward two- or four-year degrees. This program is only available to CT residents.

· WHO can take courses? Qualified juniors and seniors can enroll in up to two accredited courses (up to 8 credits) at CT State Community College free of tuition and fees each fall and spring semester. Qualifications: 80 (B) cumulative grade average.
Note: Students should consider their appropriateness for the High School Partnership Program (HSPP) and course selection carefully. Students are encouraged to speak with their high school counselor regarding their participation in the program.
·  HOW does a student enroll? Students should discuss their interest in the HSPP with their high school counselor and complete the HSPP application by necessary deadlines for fall and spring courses.
· WHAT are the advantages of the HSPP?
 Experience college level courses
 Explore a variety of interests
 Earn college credits that can transfer towards two or four-year degrees
Credits transferred from outside educational programs will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA and will be designated as “T” on the transcript.
College Connections- Asnuntuck Community College
Link : College Connections Program  - Asnuntuck Community College 

The primary objective of High School Pathways is to provide high school students with opportunities to consider careers in the advanced manufacturing sector.

The High School Pathways program involves between 40 and 50 high school juniors and seniors who study on campus daily for credit in advanced manufacturing coursework.  Students travel from their high schools to AMTC classrooms for computer and manufacturing labs.  Classes run from seven to eight hours weekly throughout the school year.  They can earn between six and ten credits annually toward a certificate and an associate degree in CNC Machining, Welding Technology, and Electronics Systems and Controls.

All coursework completed successfully will result in high school and college credit and skill sets which will enable participants after graduation to continue at Asnuntuck Community College and/or transition to career employment in the private sector. Selected students spend their mornings taking required courses here at the high school and their afternoons taking the College Connections courses.  For more information about the College Connections program, students and parents are invited to contact the SHS School Counseling Office or Mr. Paul Felici at Asnuntuck Community College (860-253-3189).

Credits transferred from outside educational programs will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA and will be designated as “T” on the transcript.

[bookmark: 70j90umy43xk]College Career Pathways- Asnuntuck Community College
Link: College Career Pathways - Dual Enrollment  

College Career Pathways students have the ability to not only earn college credit for their high school efforts but they are also able to save financially by earning credit without the outlay of any tuition, in addition to saving time on earning a college degree. All classes are taught by the high school’s staff on school grounds during the regular school day.  Students can earn credits toward a degree or certificate program at Asnuntuck Community College or transfer them to another college or university.  Most colleges accept incoming community college credit.  The final decision for credit is dependent on the accepting college’s transfer policy.

How Do I Apply?
Applications for both the college and College Career Pathways program are due to your school counselor prior to when you take the CCP approved course. Please contact the high school counseling department for specific deadlines. Applications, for both the college and College Career Pathways program, are due prior to when you take the CCP approved course. The $20 application fee is waived.

Policies for CCP Students
Students participating in ACC's CCP program are considered to be Asnuntuck Community College (ACC) students.  Students must adhere to specific add/drop and withdrawal deadlines established by the college. Students that opt to drop a class can still remain in their high school class, but they will be opting out of the CCP Program and the eligibility for college credit on an Asnuntuck transcript.

Students who are planning to enroll in any of the courses below are encouraged to follow all of the application procedures by the application deadline (procedures and deadlines may vary based on policies of the college).

High School Course(s)		 ACC Course		College Credit

Child Development I #721 and ECED 1002 Foundations of Child Development 3.0
Child Development II #727

Material Processing, I and MFG 1010 Parametric Design		3.0
Material Processing II and
Computer Aided Drafting

Credits transferred from outside educational programs will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA and will be designated as “T” on the transcript.

Challenge Program - University of Saint Joseph 
The University of Saint Joseph Challenge Program (Click on live link in blue for program information)  is designed for young adults who want to expand and enrich their academic program with collegiate experience while still attending high school.  Students selected receive tuition-free scholarships enabling them to take one course for college credit.

Credits transferred from outside educational programs will not be calculated toward computing QPA/GPA and will be designated as “T” on the transcript.

Credit Recovery
Summer
While students must take all required courses at Suffield High School in order to graduate, a student who receives a failing grade in a course may choose to make up that course credit in an approved summer school program. School Counselors will notify the student/family of the necessary summer school information if the student is eligible. A student's summer school grade will be listed as a P or F for pass/fail on the student’s transcript and hold no weight.  The original class that the student failed will remain on transcript counting towards GPA/QPA
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