TUHSD ATHLETIC COUNCIL

NOTES
Tuesday, November 27, 2012
Present:  Christina Amoroso, Monica Bonney, Liz Chacon, Deborah Dilley, Pete Donoff, Gina Feiner, Laurie Kimbrel, Jessica Peisch, Kim Stiffler, Chad Stuart
Guests:  Rich Friedman, Susan Kraft, Lila Steinle
1. Introductions:  Since several guests were present, introductions were made all around.
2. MCAL Winter Soccer:  Sue outlined the history of girls’ soccer being played in the spring.  Since at least the mid-80s, the topic of moving it to the winter comes up every few years.  The last time it was discussed in the MCAL was during the 2009-10 school year.  This is a very controversial issue with good arguments on both sides.  In 2009-10, the issue was dropped as the majority of schools did not want to pursue the issue (5-5).  No actual vote was taken.  See attached for the questions, pros and cons for moving soccer to the winter that were developed by the Athletic Council starting with arguments developed in 2009-10 and continued with today’s meeting.
3. Athletic Trainer Responsibility:  Drake had an issue with athlete with broken wrist.  Against the advice of the ATC, the parents wanted him to take his cast off and play.  Who has the final say about whether an athlete can play: the trainer or the parent?  According to NCS rules, pending doctor’s written instructions, the ATC trumps the parent and the coach.  A written note from the athlete’s own physician trumps the trainer.  All District trainers are on the same page now.
4. School day attendance requirement for practicing:  Our schools should be consistent on this issue. Chad and Drake would like to extend the rule so that practice has the same attendance requirements as contests (more than ½ of the school day).  MCAL rules and the TUHSD Handbooks talk about attendance for contests and are silent on practices.  The ADs don’t always catch attendance in a timely way.  Would a school have to self-report to the League if they found out after the fact?  Can we easily get the attendance data through eSchool?  Should attendance be the parent responsibility?  Changing the rule to include practices would be impossible to police.  Laurie: On special occasions (like Giants World Series parade), administration could make a decision about attendance and athletics.  The consensus with the Athletic Council was not to change the policy.

5.  Early Release for Girls’ Lacrosse Follow up:  To address the Title IX issues raised by girls’ lacrosse players at the last meeting, ADs have moved games so boys and girls have about equal number of early releases.
6. Transportation: Board Policy Change Follow-up:  There is liability for the District and risk-taking for the coach when a coach transports one or more athletes.  Coaches should never be a position of being alone with an athlete.

7. Dominican University Update:  Terry Tumy, Dominican Athletic Director, has left his position.  Their turf field has been put in and is beautiful.  A donor gave money to create the field in return for use by high school kids who are not able to play high school sports for whatever reason.  His son was cut from sport and then started doing drugs.  Right now, they are starting with the turf field, beginning with flag football (boys and girls). They want it to be cool to play at a college.  Dominican is a DII school and can’t recruit.  Barbara says they want to establish an advisory group of respected school athletes to recruit the players.  Question: would we have a recruiting issue?  The high schools can’t really be directly involved.  The AC thanks Barbara Kelly for her efforts on behalf of the Tam District.  This project now needs to be community driven.

8. Facility Issues:
a. Facility Use Policy for MCAL Schools:  Issues:  
i. We lose practice time when other league schools use a District venue, especially a pool.  
ii. Custodial costs?  

iii. We are burning out our parents who are timers and organizers when the League events are in our pools.  It is mostly the same parents for swimming & waterpolo.  

iv. The Colorado systems are vulnerable.  Redwood uses the Colorado scoring system for both sports.  
v. MCAL takes care of everything for playoffs in basketball, but swimming teams just show up.  ADs from other schools need to step up when their schools are using our venues.  
vi. The biggest problem is when two non-district teams are playing in a District venue.
vii. The ADs should draw up some guidelines to bring to MCAL. 

viii. If our team is away, then our pool is available.

2. Fall/Winter Season Updates

a. Redwood: 

i. Fall:  Cross Country went to Fresno & Fred got 3rd place in state.  Girls didn’t do their best and were disappointed.  It was a pretty intense meet.  NCS: Waterpolo made it to second round.  Girls VB and Soccer lost in semi-final.  Redwood hosted NCS D2 NCA finals.  Cheer has qualified for stunt competition in two weeks.  G Tennis lost to Tam in NCS.  

ii. Winter: Teams are large and doing non-league games/tournaments.  Wrestling is hosting Fault Line Wrestling Tournament.  This will be the first year they expect to make a profit.

b. Tam: 
i. Fall: B Waterpolo in NCS quarterfinal, G Waterpolo lost in the first round.  Tennis won MCAL league and still competing in NorCals this weekend, if not rained out.  Cross Country is in Fresno.  Football lost in 1st round of NCS.  Soccer won NCS in an awesome game.  Teddy Mauze is soccer Player of the Year.
Every one of Fall sports teams entered into Scholastic as all have over 3.0.
ii. Winter: Basketball, wrestling and cheer have nothing much to report.  

c. Drake:  
i. Fall:  G & B Waterpolo both won the regular season. We won League playoffs.  Boys played in D1 in Waterpolo and lasted several rounds.  Laura Emge was Player of the Year for G Waterpolo.
  In Cross Country, the boys qualified as team for NCS and girls had 2 runners.  After years of not making it into the playoffs, football actually won as #15 seed against Valley Christian, but lost to San Marin.  The NorCal B Waterpolo game at Tam was most exciting Gina has ever seen.

ii. Winter off and running.  No cuts in G Basketball.  B Basketball had handful of cuts.  Wrestling only has 15 players, including some girls.  





3. Additional items that may come up

a. Agenda item for next time:  Procedures for the Athletic Council
b. Happy birthday to Kim Stiffler.

Confirm future meeting dates:
 

Athletic Council:  Tuesdays, 2:30-4:00, Carlisle Creekside

March 5, 2013 

May 14, 2013  
Athletic Directors Only, Tuesdays, 1:00-3:00, Carlisle C


January 22, 2013

April 2, 2013

Superintendent/Athletic Directors, Superintendent's Office, Fridays, 1:00-2:00

January 18, 2013
April 26, 2013

 

Marin Athletic Foundation

Golf Tournament:  Monday, April 22. 2013  
Outstanding Athlete Dinner:  Monday, May 13, 2012
 

CA State Athletic Directors Association, Reno NV   April 18-21, 2013
Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer in Winter (TUHSD Athletic Council – November 27, 2012)

Pros:

· It would be within the CIF soccer season-of-sport (either Fall or Winter) and align with playoffs for more NCS schools.

· Girls would have the possibility of an NCS playoff beyond the BCS.  The girls’ section championship would be a true championship, not just one between two leagues.

· There are no CIF championships in soccer.  The only regional one is SoCal in the Winter.

· It would give another sport option for both boys and girls in the Winter balancing the sports offered per season better.

· There would be more unity between the boys’ and girls’ programs.

· Adds an outdoor winter sport to maximize the use of turf fields.

· Weather is not an issue with turf fields.  All MCAL schools except San Rafael have a turf field.

· On the average, there is more rain in Spring season than the Winter season.

· No conflict on turf fields in Fall (with football) and Spring (with track & lacrosse).

· Alleviate demands on soccer/lacrosse field in the Spring

· Girls would be able to play lacrosse, another field sport

· No club conflict with the girls’ State Cup playoffs and other girls’ tournaments

· Potentially fewer injuries for girls as there would be less stress with club at the same time.

· Can play on Saturdays without conflict.

· More opportunities for group games on Saturdays.

· The teams could travel together for Saturday contests to cut down on travel costs.

· There would be one less team to manage in the Fall and Spring.

· It would be better for girls than boys.

· Officials are supportive of the change and feel they can cover all contests.

· Youth soccer and lacrosse in the younger ages is substantially increasing.  There will be more conflict for these girls to have to choose.  Both field sports and attract the same athletes.

· Girls don’t have the same Title IX competitive opportunities in the Spring for post-season play.

Cons:

· Four teams each school would be competing to practice and play on one turf field.

· San Rafael and Justin Siena are the only schools with lighted fields.

· It is dark by 5:00 during most of the season limiting game and practice time.

· Games would have to start by 3:30 at the latest if playing home/away.

· More time missed from school in order to finish games before dark, especially with possible double-headers.

· Conflicts with “Quiet Week” and finals in the Winter.

· It is colder in the Winter season than the Spring.

· San Rafael does not have a turf field.

· Two days/week the turf field would not be available for practice because of games (one each boys/girls, home/away schedule for V/JV)

· Eight games per school would need to be played each week.  Each team would need to play one weekday game & one Saturday game.

· Saturday games would impact community use of the fields.

· Officials Association may not have enough qualified officials to do all games in one season instead of two.

· There would be no time to rest and rejuvenate the grass practice soccer fields before the lacrosse season.

· Cannot move girls to Winter without moving boys due to Title IX issues.

· Longer winter vacation in the Winter impacting scheduling and family plans.

· Coaches could not coach both girls’ and boys’ teams.

· Conflict for basketball/soccer players.

· Moving to winter would not be as good for boys as for girls.

· TUHSD has 7 period day and more days that get out between 3:15-3:30.  

· Site specific issues with turf fields.

· Tough on family time.

· Families can’t get to carpool and watch games that early.

· Would we inherently be setting up an unequal academic situation if boys stay in the Fall?

· Missing class time would be worse for kids that are just making the 2.0 … those kids need more support and instruction.  Higher end kids can make up the work more easily.

· Harder to get parents to do the carpooling earlier in the day.

QUESTIONS (in no particular order):

1. Title IX implications?

2. Why is every other team in CA in winter or fall?  It seems like the farther north, the more likely soccer will be in the Fall.  The farther south, the more likely to be in winter.

3. What time is school out at various schools?

4. Actual rainfall varies from place to place and season to season.  We could gather data for the last few years about rainfall in November through April.

5. Could we move girls’ to the fall?  Fewer classes would be missed due to daylight.  It would conflict with football on Saturdays.  We could play home when football is away.  Could we experiment for one season?

6. There has been discussion in the community about adding a freshman level of soccer.  Any decision should keep that possibility in mind for the long run and the impact on facilities.

7. Think long term.

8. Referees are a big issue.  Can they get there by 3:15?  There would be no double-headers.

9. What is driving this coming to a head at this particular time?  Field use in the Spring is biggest issue.

10. To minimize the impact on the community users, could all four games be played at the same site on Saturdays, leaving the other site free?

