Third Grade Letter Writing Rubric

	Criteria
	4 - Exceeds Expectations
	3 - Meets Expectations
	2 - Expectations Met at a Beginning Level
	1 -  Below Expectations

	Content
	· Topic is clear

· Letter makes sense

· Many details included

· Specific examples are given to support details
	· Most details relate to my topic

· Letter makes sense

· Some details included

· Some examples are given to support details
	· Topic is unclear

· Parts of the letter don’t make sense

· Few details/examples given
	· Letter doesn’t make sense
· No details/ examples given

	Organization
	· Includes all five parts: heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature

· Used correct letter format

· Strong opening that grabs the reader’s attention 

· Great beginning, middle, & end with ideas connected in logical order

· Work is neat and legible
	· Includes most letter parts (heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature)

· Letter format mostly correct

· Beginning, middle, and end written with ideas connected in logical order

· Work is neat and legible


	· Includes some letter parts (heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature)

· Letter format somewhat correct

· Some attempt made to include a beginning, middle, and end 

· Work is somewhat neat and legible


	· Most letter parts missing (heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature)

· Letter format incorrect

· Beginning, middle, and end not evident

· Work is not neat or legible

	Style
	· Gives a personal flavor & shows personality

· Used correct sentence structure

· Used many adjectives/vivid verbs

· Expressed thoughts & feelings, exciting the reader

· Used few repeated words and phrases
	· Used correct sentence structure

· Used some adjectives/vivid verbs

· Used some repeated words / phrases

· Expressed some thoughts & feelings


	· Sentence structure is not always correct

· Few adjectives/vivid verbs are used

· Most sentences begin in the same way

· Used many repeated words / phrases

· Thoughts & feelings not expressed
	· Sentence structure incorrect throughout

· Few adjectives/vivid verbs are used

· Thoughts & feelings not expressed

· Sentences/ideas  difficult to understand

	Conventions
	· Grade level words spelled correctly

· Correct punctuation 

· Correct capitalization


	· Most grade level words spelled correctly

· Punctuation mostly correct 

· Capitalization mostly correct
	· Some grade level words spelled incorrectly

· Many punctuation errors

· Many capitalization errors


	· Many grade level words spelled incorrectly

· Capitalization/punctuation missing




Add up the points for each domain.  Divide by 4 for the score



3.5 – 4.0 -
 
Advanced

2.75 – 3.4

Proficient

2.0 – 2.74

Basic

1.99 and below 

Below Basic

KEY









